Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1652
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 4, 2009

Introduced by Sens. DI LAN, ADAMS, DI AZ, DUANE, HASSELL- THOVPSON, HUNT-
LEY, KRUECER, KRUGER, MONTGOMVERY, ONORATO, PARKER, SAMPSQON, SCHNEI DER-
MAN, STAVI SKY, THOWPSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to amend the social services law and the famly court act, in
relation to foster care review and the extension of placenent in child
protective proceedi ngs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 358-a of the social services |aw
i s amended by addi ng a new paragraph (g) to read as foll ows:

(G |IF THE COURT DETERM NES THAT LACK OF ADEQUATE HOUSING IS THE SOLE
REASON PREVENTING THE RETURN OF THE CH LD TO THE HOVE, THE COURT MAY
ORDER A SOCI AL SERVI CES OFFI CI AL TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR HOUSING TO THE
PARENTS OR PERSON LEGALLY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE CHI LD OR TO SUCH PERSON AS
THE COURT MAY DI RECT FROM SUCH FUNDS AS MAY BE LEGALLY AVAI LABLE. I N NO
EVENT SHALL THE FUNDS SO PROVI DED BE GREATER THAN FI FTY PERCENT OF THE
AMOUNT THAT WOULD BE EXPENDED WERE THE CHI LD TO BE | N FOSTER CARE DURI NG
A PERI OD DESI GNATED I N SAI D ORDER

S 2. The social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 392 to
read as foll ows:

S 392. PROVI SI ON OF ADEQUATE HOUSI NG | N CASES WHERE THE COURT DETER-
M NES THAT THE CH LD S REMOVAL FROM FOSTER CARE AND RETURN TO THE HOMVE
| S PREVENTED SOLELY BY LACK OF ADEQUATE HOUSI NG THE COURT MAY ORDER A
SOCI AL SERVI CES OFFI Cl AL TO PROVI DE FUNDS FOR HOUSI NG TO THE PARENTS OR
PERSON LEGALLY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE CHI LD OR TO SUCH PERSON AS THE COURT
MAY DIRECT FROM SUCH FUNDS AS MAY BE LEGALLY AVAI LABLE. I N NO EVENT
SHALL THE FUNDS SO ORDERED BE CGREATER THAN FI FTY PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT
THAT WOULD BE EXPENDED WERE THE CHI LD TO BE I N FOSTER CARE DURI NG A
PERI OD DESI GNATED | N SAI D ORDER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Subdivision (c) of section 1055 of the famly court act, as added
by chapter 437 of the laws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

(c) In additionto or in lieu of an order of placenment nmade pursuant
to subdivision (b) of this section, the court nmay nake an order direct-
ing a child protective agency, social services official or other duly
authorized agency to wundertake diligent efforts to encourage and
strengthen the parental relationship when it finds such efforts will not
be detrinental to the best interests of the child. Such efforts shal
i ncl ude encouraging and facilitating visitation with the <child by the
parent or other person legally responsible for the child s care. Such
order may include a specific plan of action for such agency or officia
including, but not limted to, requirenents that such agency or officia
assist the parent or other person responsible for the child s care in
obt ai ni ng adequat e housi ng, enploynment, counseling, nmedical care or
psychiatric treatnent. Such order shall also include encouragi ng and
facilitating visitation with the child by the non-custodial parent and
grandparents who have obtained orders pursuant to part eight of this
article, and may include encouraging and facilitating visitation wth
the child by the child' s siblings. |F THE COURT DETERM NES THAT LACK OF
ADEQUATE HOUSING | S THE SOLE REASON PREVENTI NG THE RETURN OF THE CHI LD
TO THE HOVE, THE COURT MAY ORDER A SOCI AL SERVI CES OFFICIAL TO PROVI DE
FUNDS FOR HOUSI NG TO THE PARENTS OR PERSON LEGALLY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE
CH LD OR TO SUCH PERSON AS THE COURT MAY DI RECT FROM SUCH FUNDS AS MAY
BE LEGALLY AVAI LABLE. I N NO EVENT SHALL THE FUNDS SO PROVI DED BE GREATER
THAN FI FTY PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT THAT WOULD BE EXPENDED WERE THE CHI LD
TO BE | N FOSTER CARE DURI NG A PERI OD DESI GNATED I N SAID ORDER.  Not hi ng
in this subdivision shall be deened to |limt the authority of the court
to make an order pursuant to section two hundred fifty-five of this act.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



