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AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to special ballots for
victinms of domestic violence

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 11-306 of the election | aw, as added by chapter 702
of the laws of 1996, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 11-306. Special ballots; victins of donmestic violence. A voter nay
deliver to the board of elections, at any tine during the period in
whi ch absentee ball ot applications my be delivered, a signed witten
statenment swearing or affirmng:

1. that [they are] HE ORSHE IS the victimof donmestic violence AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FI FTY- NI NE-A OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW

2. that [they have] HE OR SHE HAS been forced to |eave [their] HHS OR
HER r esi dence because of such viol ence; and

3. that because of the threat of physical OR EMOTI ONAL harmto [them
sel ves] HI MSELF OR HERSELF or TO FAM LY OR HOUSEHOLD nenbers [of their
famly residing wth thenf AS DEFINED IN SECTION FOUR HUNDRED
FI FTY-NI NE- A OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW [they wish] HE OR SHE WSHES to
cast a special ballot in the next election. The statenent nmnust include
[their] THE VOIER S address of registration. The board of el ections
shall permt such a voter to cast a special ballot at an office of such
board of elections not earlier than one week before the el ection and not
later than the close of the polls on election day. Such ballots nmay be
delivered to the inspectors of election in the manner prescribed by this
chapter for absentee ballots or retained at the board of elections and
cast and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this
chapter as such board shall, in its discretion, determne by resolution
adopted at least thirty days before el ection day.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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