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STATE OF NEW YORK

1458
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 2, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health I aw and the social services law, in
relation to notification of death of persons receiving public assist-
ance

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
4148 to read as foll ows:

S 4148. NOTI FI CATI ON OF DEATH, PERSONS RECEI VI NG PUBLI C ASSI STANCE. 1.
FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " COVPETENT PERSON ACQUAI NTED W TH
THE FACTS OF SUCH DEATH' SHALL MEAN

A. THE FUNERAL DI RECTOR, UNDERTAKER OR PERSON HAVING CHARGE OF THE
BODY WHEN DEATH OCCURS W THOUT MEDI CAL ATTENTI ON; OR

B. THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN OR HOSPI TAL WHEN DEATH OCCURS W TH MEDI CAL
ATTENTI ON OR | N A HOSPI TAL.

2. UPON THE DEATH OF ANY PERSON, A COVWPETENT PERSON ACQUAINTED W TH
THE FACTS OF SUCH DEATH SHALL, W THI N TVENTY- FOUR HOURS OF SUCH DEATH,
NOTI FY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL  SERVI CES REGARDI NG SUCH DEATH. SUCH
NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE VI A THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES WEBPAGE
ON THE | NTERNET OR BY USE OF A TOLL- FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER ESTABLI SHED BY
THE COW SSIONER OF SOCIAL SERVICES PURSUANT TO SUBDI VISION (1) OF
SECTI ON SEVENTEEN OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW SUCH NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL
| NCLUDE THE NAME, ADDRESS, BI RTH DATE AND SOCI AL SECURI TY NUVMBER OF SUCH
DECEASED PERSON.

S 2. Subdivision (i) of section 17 of the social services |aw, as
relettered by section 1 of part K-3 of chapter 57 of the laws of 2007,
is relettered subdivision (j) and a new subdivision (i) is added to read
as foll ows:

(1) ESTABLISH A HOILINE FOR THE RECEIPT OF NOTI FI CATI ON OF DEATH
REQUI RED BY SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-El GHT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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LAW SUCH HOTLI NE SHALL PROVI DE ACCESS TO THE DEPARTMENT VI A THE DEPART-
MENT WEBPAGE ON THE | NTERNET OR BY A TOLL- FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER.  ACCESS
TO SUCH HOTLI NE SHALL BE LI M TED TO PERSONS SET FORTH | N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE
OF SECTION FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY- El GHT OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW AND
SHALL BE ACCESSED ONLY BY MEANS OF A PASSWORD, CODE OR OTHER SECURE
METHOD PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT. UPON RECEI PT OF ANY NOTI FI CATI ON OF
DEATH, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERM NE |F SUCH DECEASED PERSON WAS A
RECI PI ENT OF PUBLI C ASSI STANCE AND | MVEDI ATELY CEASE THE PAYMENT OF SUCH
PUBLI C ASSI STANCE WHEN APPROPRI ATE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



