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STATE OF NEW YORK

123
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. SAMPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to authorizing the state
board for nedicine and the conm ssioner of education to promrul gate
rul es and regul ations for physician training

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislature finds and declares that:

a. The findings of a federally-funded study by Georgetown University,
in conjunction with the Rand Corporation and the University of Pennsyl -
vania, which were published in the New England Journal of Medicine,
i ndicate that physicians are far less likely to refer blacks and wonen
than white nen with identical conplaints of chest pain to heart special -
ists for cardiac catheterization; and the authors of this study suggest
that the difference in referral rates stens fromracial and sexual bias-
es;

b. These findings are the latest in a growi ng body of nedical Ilitera-
ture which docunments race and gender-based disparities in the provision
of health care, especially in the treatnment of cardiovascul ar disease;
however, according to the surgeon general of the United States, the
Georgetown University study represents the best attenpt to date to docu-
ment the racial attitudes of physicians as a factor in the poorer health
of African Americans;

c. It is estimated that the mnority population in the United States
wi || have increased by 60% between 2005 and the year 2010;

d. Cultural awareness and cultural conpetence are essential skills for
providing quality health care to a diverse patient popul ation;

e. Only a snmall percentage of nedical schools nationw de currently
provi de some formal training in cultural conpetence;
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f. The Association of American Medical Colleges is working to help
nmedi cal schools inprove the teaching of cultural conpetency; and

g. The public interest in providing quality health care to all
segnents of society dictates the need for a formal requirenment that
nmedi cal professionals be trained in the provision of culturally conpe-
tent health care as a condition of |icensure to practice nedicine in the
state of New York.

S 2. Section 6523 of the education |aw, as anmended by chapter 364 of
the laws of 1991, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 6523. State board for nedicine. 1. A state board for nedicine shall
be appointed by the board of regents on recomendati on of the comm s-
sioner for the purpose of assisting the board of regents and the depart-
ment on matters of professional licensing in accordance wth section
sixty-five hundred eight of this title. The board shall be conposed of
not | ess than twenty physicians licensed in this state for at |east five
years, two of whom shall be doctors of osteopathy. The board shall also
consi st of not |less than two physician's assistants licensed to practice
in this state. The participation of physician's assistant nmenbers shall
be limted to matters relating to article one hundred thirty-one-B of
this [chapter] TITLE An executive secretary to the board shall be
appoi nted by the board of regents on recomendati on of the comm ssioner
and shall be either a physician licensed in this state or a non-physi -
ci an, deened qualified by the comm ssioner and board of regents.

2. THE STATE BOARD FOR MEDI CI NE SHALL PRESCRI BE THE FOLLOW NG REQUI RE-
MENTS FOR PHYSI Cl AN TRAI NI NG BY REGULATION, IN CONSULTATION WTH THE
COW SS|I ONER:

A. THE CURRICULUM IN EACH COLLEGE OF MEDICINE IN THI S STATE SHALL
| NCLUDE ONE OR MORE CULTURAL COWPETENCY COURSES WHICH ARE DESIGNED TO
ADDRESS THE PROBLEM OF RACE AND GENDER- BASED DI SPARI TI ES | N MEDI CAL
TREATMENT DECI SI ONS AND ARE DEVELOPED | N CONSULTATION WTH THE ASSOCI -
ATION OF AMERICAN MEDI CAL COLLEGES OR ANOTHER NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED
ORGANI ZATI ON WHI CH REVI EWs MEDI CAL SCHOOL CURRI CULA.

B. COVPLETI ON OF A CULTURAL COVPETENCY COURSE AS PROVI DED | N PARAGRAPH
A OF TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED AS A CONDI TION OF RECEIVING A
DI PLOVA FROM A COLLEGE OF MEDICINE IN THI S STATE.

C. A COLLEGE OF MEDI CI NE WHI CH | NCLUDES A CULTURAL COVPETENCY COURSE
AS PROVIDED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THIS SUBDIVISION IN |ITS CURRI CULA SHALL
OFFER FOR CONTI NUI NG EDUCATION CREDI T, CULTURAL COVPETENCY TRAI NI NG
VH CH | S PROVI DED THROUGH ONE OR MORE COURSES, WORKSHOPS OR OTHER EDUCA-
TI ONAL PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY THE COLLEGE AND VWHI CH MEETS CRI TERI A ESTAB-
LI SHED BY THE STATE BOARD FOR MEDI CI NE CONSI STENT W TH THOSE FOR COURSES
DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

D. A PERSON WHO RECEI VED A DI PLOVA FROM A COLLEGE OF MEDICINE IN THI' S
STATE PRIOR TO THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF REGULATI ONS ADOPTED BY THE STATE
BOARD FOR MEDI Cl NE TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON  SHALL
BE REQUI RED, AS A CONDI TION OF I NI TIAL LI CENSURE BY THE STATE BOARD FOR
MEDI CI NE TO DOCUMENT COWPLETION OF A M N MM OF SIXTEEN HOURS OF
CULTURAL COVPETENCY TRAI NI NG WHI CH | S OFFERED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE STATE BOARD FOR MEDI Cl NE.

E. A PHYSICIAN LICENSED TO PRACTICE MEDICINE IN THI S STATE SHALL BE
REQUI RED, AS A CONDI TI ON OF RELI CENSURE, TO DOCUMENT COWPLETION OF A
MN MM OF SIXTEEN HOURS OF CULTURAL COWPETENCY TRAINING WHICH IS
OFFERED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH C OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION TO THE SATI SFACTI ON
O THE STATE BQOARD FOR MEDI CI NE NO LATER THAN THREE YEARS AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 123 3

F. THE STATE BOARD FOR MEDI CI NE MAY WAI VE THE REQUI REMENTS OF PARA-
GRAPH D OR E OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION | F AN APPLI CANT FOR LI CENSURE OR RELI -
CENSURE, AS APPLI CABLE, DEMONSTRATES TO THE SATI SFACTION OF THE STATE
BOARD FOR MEDICINE THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS ATTAI NED THE SUBSTANTI AL
EQUI VALENT OF THI S REQUI REMENT THROUGH COVPLETI ON OF A SI M LAR COURSE I N
H'S OR HER POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON WHI CH MEETS CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED BY
REGULATI ON OF THE STATE BOARD FOR MEDI ClI NE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



