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I N ASSEMBLY
February 5, 2010

Introduced by M of A BRODSKY -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi nhg an anendnent to article 1 of the constitution, in relation to
child welfare

Section 1. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That article 1 of the
constitution be anmended by adding a new section 19 to read as foll ows:

S 19. IN ALL ACTI ONS CONCERNI NG CHI LDREN, WHETHER UNDERTAKEN BY PUBLI C
OR PRI VATE SOCI AL WELFARE | NSTI TUTI ONS, COURTS OF LAW ADM NI STRATI VE
AUTHORI TI ES OR THE LEG SLATURE, THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE CHI LD SHALL BE
A NECESSARY CONSI DERATI ON.

THE STATE SHALL TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THE CHILD IS
PROTECTED AGAI NST ALL FORMS OF DI SCRIM NATI ON AS CONTAINED I N SECTI ON
ELEVEN OF TH S ARTI CLE.

THE STATE SHALL ENSURE THE CHI LD SUCH PROTECTI ON AND CARE AS | S NECES-
SARY FOR THE CH LD S WELL-BEING TAKING | NTO ACCOUNT THE RI GHTS AND
DUTIES OF THE CHI LD S PARENTS, LEGAL GUARDI ANS, OR OTHER | NDI VI DUALS
LEGALLY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE CHI LD AND, TO THI S END, SHALL TAKE APPROPRI -
ATE LEG SLATI VE AND ADM NI STRATI VE MEASURES.

THE STATE SHALL ENSURE THAT THE | NSTI TUTI ONS, SERVI CES AND FACI LI TI ES
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE CARE AND PROTECTI ON OF CHI LDREN SHALL CONFORM W TH
THE STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY COVPETENT AUTHORI Tl ES, PARTI CULARLY I N THE
AREAS OF SAFETY, HEALTH, NUVMBER AND SU TABILITY OF THEIR STAFF, AND
COVPETENT SUPERVI SI ON.

THE STATE SHALL RECOGNI ZE THE RI GHT OF THE CHI LD TO EXPRESS H S OR HER
OPINION FREELY |IN ALL MATTERS AFFECTING THE CHI LD, THE VI EW8 OF THE
CHI LD BEI NG G VEN DUE VEI GHT | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE AGE AND MATURITY OF
THE CHLD. FOR TH S PURPCSE THE CHI LD SHALL | N PARTI CULAR BE PROVI DED
THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD IN ANY JUDICIAL AND ADM NI STRATI VE
PROCEEDI NGS AFFECTI NG THE CHI LD, ElI THER DI RECTLY OR THROUGH AN APPROPRI -
ATE REPRESENTATI VE.

THE STATE SHALL TAKE ALL APPROPRI ATE LEG SLATI VE, ADM NI STRATI VE,
SOCI AL AND EDUCATI ONAL MEASURES TO PROTECT THE CHI LD FROM ALL FORMS OF
PHYSI CAL AND MENTAL ABUSE, NEGLECT OR NEGLI GENT TREATMENT, NMALTREATMENT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OR EXPLO TATI ON, | NCLUDI NG SEXUAL ABUSE, WHILE IN THE CARE OF A PARENT
LEGAL GUARDI AN OR ANY PERSON WHO HAS THE CARE OF THE CHI LD

S 2. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the foregoing amendnment be
referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeedi ng general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty wth section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



