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STATE OF NEW YORK

977
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, LIFTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
JOHN -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Corporations,
Aut horities and Comm ssions

AN ACT to anend the New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, in
relation to creating rural New York smart sites within the rural revi-
talization program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Statenent of legislative intent. The | egislature hereby
finds that many changes are shaping the econonmy of rural New York.
Traditionally, this state's rural econony has been heavily dependent on
farm ng and manufacturing which, in terns of enploynent, has steadily
continued to decline. Recognizing this trend and the need for state
i ndustries to be conpetitive in the gl obal market place, the |legislature
finds that rural New York nust have greater access to information tech-
nol ogies thereby making it nore conpetitive in the gl obal marketpl ace
and energing industries. Rural areas of the state have had many barriers
preventing sustai nabl e econom c growh. However, with information tech-
nol ogies and infrastructure slowy developing in the rural |andscape,
the digital divide that now exists shall be bridged, thereby bringing
hi gh paying jobs and growh to rural regions of the state. Therefore the
| egi slature declares that to inprove traditional industries and pronote
t he devel opnent of new industry, increased penetration of informtion
technol ogy business into rural regions of the state is inperative and
that rural New York smart sites are a necessary economc devel opnent
tool to encourage such growth and job devel opnent.

S 2. Section 16-1 of section 1 of chapter 174 of the |aws of 1968,
constituting the New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, is
anmended by addi ng a new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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9. RURAL NEW YORK SMART SITES. (A) THE CORPORATI ON SHALL, W THI N
AVAI LABLE APPROPRI ATI ONS | N THE EMPI RE STATE ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT  FUND,
DEVELOP RURAL NEW YORK SMART SITES | N COOPERATI ON W TH STATE AND LOCAL
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES, THE PUBLIC SERVICE COW SSION, THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND OTHER APPRO-
PRI ATE PUBLI C AND PRI VATE AGENCI ES. RURAL NEW YORK SMART SI TES SHALL BE
TECHNOLOGY BASED SERVICE FACILITIES THAT SHALL EMPLOY TRAI NED WORKERS
VHO USE COVPUTERS AND THE | NTERNET TO PERFORM BUSI NESS TASKS FOR THE
GLOBAL BUSI NESS COVMUNI TY.

(B) THE CORPORATION, |IN COOPERATION W TH STATE AND LOCAL ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT AGENCI ES, SHALL DEVELOP A STRATEGY TO | DENTI FY SMART SITES
IN RURAL COVWUNI Tl ES THAT ARE READY TO PARTNER W TH FI RMS USI NG COVPUT-
ERS AND THE | NTERNET TO PERFORM | NFORVATI ON- TECHNOLOGY RELATED FUNC-
TIONS. RURAL SMART SITES SHALL OFFER A SI NGLE PACKAGE OF TRAI NED WORK-
ERS, COWPUTER EQUI PMENT, A FACILITY WTH H G+ SPEED BANDW DTH, AND
ACCESS TO A VAR ETY OF STATE AND LOCAL | NCENTIVES FOR ALL BUSI NESS
TENANTS AND | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG ELEMENTS:

(1) BE COVMUNI TY DRI VEN AND DI RECTED BY A LOCAL SMART SI TE TEAM  EACH
SMART SITE TEAM SHALL HAVE AS MEMBERS LOCAL ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT STAFF,
ELECTED OFFI CI ALS, PUBLIC AND PRI VATE TECHNOLOGY TRAINI NG PARTNERS,
HI GH SPEED | NTERNET SERVI CE PROVI DERS AND REPRESENTATI VES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR, SMALL BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT CENTERS, LOCAL COLLEGES AND
TECHNOLOGY- BASED BUSI NESS PARTNERS;

(I'l) WTH N ONE YEAR AFTER DESI GNATI ON BY THE CORPORATI ON, SHALL HAVE
ACCESS TO AT LEAST TEN WORKERS WHO DEMONSTRATE BASI C TECHNOLOGY SKI LLS
IN A VARI ETY OF WDELY USED APPLI CATI ON PROGRAMS, SOFT SKILL TRAI NI NG
SUCH AS CUSTOMVER SERVI CE AND WORK HABI TS, BASI C | NTERNET NAVI GATI ON AND
ADDI TI ONAL TRAI NI NG TAI LORED TO THE NEEDS OF THE FI RM5 LOCATING IN THE
SMART SI TE;

(I'11) HAVE |DENTIFIED AT LEAST ONE FACILITY FOR SALE OR LEASE W THI N
THE COMUNI TY, WTH A CAPACI TY FOR AT LEAST TEN WORKERS, PUBLICLY OR
PRI VATELY OANED, SERVED W TH HI GH SPEED | NTERNET ACCESS (T-1 OR GREATER)
WORK STATIONS AND COVPUTER EQUI PMENT. A PLAN AND STRATEGY SHALL BE I N
PLACE TO DELI VER THESE COVWPONENTS WTHIN SIXTY DAYS OF A BUSINESS S
DECI SI ON TO LOCATE | N THE SMART SI TE;

(1V) BUSINESSES LOCATED IN THE SMART SITE SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE
COWUTER, DATA PROCESSI NG OR TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS | NDUSTRY. THROUGH USE OF
THE | NTERNET, BUSI NESSES MAY PERFORM ACTI VI TI ES FOR A PARENT COVPANY OR
CONTRACT FOR SERVI CES W TH OTHER COMPANI ES OR AGENCI ES; AND

OUTSOURCI NG MAY | NCLUDE WEB SI TE DEVELOPMENT, DATABASE DEVELCOP-
MENT, DATA ENTRY, HELP DESK SUPPORT, SOFTWARE TESTING AND COWUTER
PROGRAMM NG.  SUCH BUSI NESSES SHALL BE RECRU TED FROM OUTSI DE THE COMMU-
NI TY OR AS A LOCAL EXPANSI ON OR STARTUP.

(C©) THE CORPORATI ON SHALL ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SMART SITE
RESOURCES | NCLUDI NG COWPUTER EQUI PMENT LEASES, CUSTOM FI T TRAI NI NG
STATE JOB TAX AND | NVESTMENT TAX CREDI TS, ACCESSI NG STATE AND FEDERAL
CONTRACTS, MARKETI NG AND TRADE SHOW PROMOTI ON EFFORTS.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



