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STATE OF NEW YORK

9077
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
July 27, 2009

Introduced by M of A BENEDETTO -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT in relation to authorizing the Co-op Gty public safety depart-
ment in Bronx county to appoint special policemen with certain speci-
fied powers, and to anmend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to
granting peace officer status to special policenen so appointed

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that the popu-
lation and Iland area wunder the supervision and jurisdiction of the
limted profit housing conpany known as "Co-op GCity" in Bronx county are
the | argest of any single housing project or conplex in the state and
are akin to the population and | and area associ ated in popul ar under-
standing with a city. The legislature further finds that, unfortunately,
the | arger the population and | and area of a cormunity, the nobre inci-
dents of crine are likely to occur and the greater the need for stepped-
up law enforcenent activity, and this is no less true of Co-op GCty. The
| egislature further finds that the patrol nen of the housing conpany's
Co-op City public safety departnent perform what are essentially munici-
pal police functions at little or no cost to the taxpayers of this state
because the salaries and |aw enforcenent activities of the housing
conpany's Co-op City public safety departnent, which activities supple-
ment and often take the place of those of the police departnment of the
city of New York, are paid for out of the nonthly housing mai ntenance
paynments of the residents of Co-op City, rather than from nmunicipa
coffers. It is clear that without the Co-op City public safety depart-
ment's patrolnen the city of New York and the taxpayers of the city and
state woul d necessarily have to shoul der the sol e burden of |aw enforce-
ment for Co-op City.

Accordingly, the legislature finds and declares that the unique situ-
ation and special conditions present with respect to the area and commu-
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nity known as "Co-op City" in Bronx county are matters of state concern
and warrant granting the patrolmen of the Co-op Gty public safety
department powers anal ogous to those granted by law to the security
officers of the state university of New York contained in paragraph 1 of
subdi vision 2 of section 355 of the education | aw, as specified herein-
below in this act. The | egislature declares the necessity for the enact-
ment of this act in furtherance of its police powers to protect the
public safety of the residents of this state.

S 2. The public safety departnent of a limted profit housing conpany
known as "Co-op GCty", a conpany owning, |easing or controlling rea
property in a large area of Bronx county, and its successors and
assigns, may appoint and at pleasure renove, one or nore special police-
nmen. Every special policeman so appointed shall, within 15 days there-
after, before entering on the duties of his office, take and subscri be
the oath of office prescribed in the thirteenth article of the constitu-
tion of the state of New York and file the sane in the office of the
county clerk of the county of Bronx. The conpensation of such specia
policenmen shall be paid by such public safety department by which they
are appoi nt ed.

S 3. Subject to the provisions of the crimnal procedure |aw, such
speci al policenen shall be peace officers for the limted profit housing
conmpany known as "Co-op City" in Bronx county, or for its successors and
assigns. In addition thereto such special policenmen shall have the power
and duty to preserve |law and order on the grounds and ot her property of
the conpany at which the special policeman is appointed to serve,
i ncl udi ng any public highway which crosses or adjoins such property.
Persons so appointed shall, in the course of and in the actual perform
ance of their official duties have the power to execute arrest warrants
pursuant to article 120 of the crimnal procedure |aw and search
warrants pursuant to article 690 of the <crimnal procedure |aw. In
addition, such peace officers shall, in the course of and in the actua
performance of their official duties have the power to follow a person
i n continuous close pursuit outside the grounds or other property of the
conmpany when the special policeman has reasonabl e cause to believe such
person has commtted an of fense on the grounds or other property of the
conmpany i ncludi ng any public highway which crosses or adjoins such prop-
erty, and may arrest such person for such offense where the person is
appr ehended, and shall have the power to issue and serve an appearance
ticket, as defined in section 150.10 of the crimnal procedure |aw, for
an offense other than a felony in lieu of an arrest, and a sinplified
traffic information and appearance ticket in the formprescribed by the
commi ssi oner of notor vehicles pursuant to section 207 of the vehicle
and traffic |aw, upon a person when he has reasonabl e cause to believe
that such person has commtted a traffic offense in his presence on the
sites owned, operated and maintained by the limted profit housing
conmpany known as "Co-op City", and where applicable, such sinplified
traffic informati ons shall be adm ni stered pursuant to the provisions of
article 2-A of the vehicle and traffic | aw

The appointnent of such peace officers shall not be deened to super-
sede in any way the authority of other peace officers or police offi-
cers.

Such peace officers shall have the power to prevent disturbances and
breaches of the peace in and about the parks, playgrounds, buildings and
grounds so owned, |eased or controlled, and the approaches thereto, and
shall protect and preserve the same frominjury, and shall enforce the
established rules and regul ati ons of the conpany. They shall have the
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power to arrest, or issue appearance tickets as authorized by article
150 of the crimnal procedure |aw or any other |aw, admnistrative code
or local law to, any person conmtting: (i) any crine or offense,
including but not limted to any wilful trespass in said area or on such
grounds or property or in or upon such buildings or on the streets,
avenues, and roads in said area or on such grounds, or (ii) any
violation of the provisions of, or traffic infraction defined by, the
vehicle and traffic law, or (iii) any violation of the traffic or park-
ing regulations of the <city of New York, and shall either issue an
appearance ticket as authorized by article 150 of the crimnal procedure
| aw or any other law, adm nistrative code or local law to, or convey
such person so arrested wth a statenment of the cause of such arrest
before a local crimnal court having jurisdiction of the offense.

Each such special policenman shall, when on duty, wear in plain view a
netallic shield with the words "special policeman”, his rank, if any,
and the nane of the public safety departnent of the limted profit hous-
i ng conmpany whi ch appoi nted himinscribed thereon.

S 4. Any wilful trespass in said area or upon any grounds therein or
the buildings and approaches thereto; and any wilful injury to any of
the said buildings, grounds, area, or to any trees, shrubbery, fences,
fixtures or other property thereon or pertaining thereto, and any wil ful
di sturbance of the peace thereon shall constitute a m sdemeanor.

S 5. The provisions of the vehicle and traffic law and the traffic
regul ati ons and parking regul ations of the city of New York shall apply
and extend to the use, operation and mai ntenance of notor vehicles on
the streets, avenues, and roads of the said Co-op City area or on such
grounds, and shall apply with the sanme force and effect to the streets,
avenues, and roads of the said area as they apply to the streets,
avenues and roads of the city of New York. A violation thereof shall be
cl assifiabl e and puni shabl e as provided in such |law or regul ations.

S 6. a. Appearance tickets issued by Co-op City special policenen
shall be returnable before a court, administrative tribunal or adjudica-
tory body having jurisdiction over the crine, offense, traffic infrac-
tion or parking violation charged, in the sane manner and with the sane
effect, and with the sane discretion where there is concurrent jurisdic-
tion over what is charged respecting to which of the three above-listed
alternatives the appearance ticket shall be nmade returnable, as appear-
ance tickets issued by city police or by enforcenent officers of any
city agency.

b. Where an appearance ticket has been served by a Co-op City specia
policeman appointed as provided in this act in lieu of arrest in cases
authorized by article 150 of the crimnal procedure law, the officer of
the police departnent of the city of New York assigned to desk duty in
the precinct in which the service of such appearance ticket is nade, is
hereby authorized and directed to administer to such Co-op Gty specia
policeman all necessary oaths in connection with the execution of the
conplaint to be presented in the local crimnal court by such Co-op Gty
speci al policeman in the prosecution of such of fense.

S 7. Section 2.10 of the crimnal procedure |law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 83 to read as foll ows:

83. PERSONS APPO NTED AS SPECI AL PCLI CEMEN FOR "CO OP CI TY" | N BRONX
COUNTY BY THE PUBLI C SAFETY DEPARTMENT OF A LIMTED PROFIT HOUSI NG
COWANY OF THE SAME NAME PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF A CHAPTER OF THE
LAWS OF TWO THOUSAND NI NE WHI CH ADDED THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, PROVI DED, HOWEV-
ER, THAT ANY PERSON SO APPO NTED MJUST HAVE SATI SFACTORILY COWPLETED OR
COWLETE W TH N ONE YEAR OF THE DATE OF HI S APPO NTMENT A COURSE OF LAW
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ENFORCEMENT TRAI NI NG APPROVED BY THE MUNI Cl PAL POLI CE TRAI NI NG COUNCI L
IN CONSULTATION WTH THE COVWANY AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ANY FURTHER
REQUI REMENTS AS ARE SPECI FI ED I N SUCH CHAPTER OF THE LAWS OF TWO THOU
SAND NI NE, AS SUCH CHAPTER MAY, FROM TIME TO TI ME, BE AMENDED.

S 8. This act shall take effect on the first day of Novenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



