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AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to the powers of
the New York state bridge authority

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. The |egislature here-
by finds that Poughkeepsie-H ghland railroad bridge played an inportant
role in the cultural and econom c devel opnment of the state; that the
bri dge was superbly designed and constructed and properly maintained;
that the bridge is listed on the state and national registers of histor-
ic places; that the continued integrity of the superstructure i s neces-
sary to protect public safety, the Franklin Del ano Roosevelt M d-Hudson
bridge |ocated one-quarter mle downstream and the comrercial and
recreational vessel traffic of the Hudson river; that the deck of the
bridge should serve as a recreational asset to the people of the state
and provide a connection to existing and future Hudson valley trails;
that the preservation of the bridge will provide an alternative route
for emergency vehicles in the event of closure or blockage of the Frank-
lin Del ano Roosevelt M d-Hudson bridge; that the preservation of the
bridge w Il <contribute to tourismand econon c devel opnment within the
region; and that the preservation of the bridge to be known as the wal k-
way over the Hudson should be a I egacy of the Hudson-Fulton-Chanplain
Quadricentennial commenoration. Therefore, the | egislature declares the
acquisition and preservation of the Poughkeepsie-H ghland railroad
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bridge, which will be known as the wal kway over the Hudson bridge, to be
a public purpose.

S 2. Section 526 of the public authorities law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 7-b to read as foll ows:

7-B. THE TERM "WALKWAY OVER THE HUDSON BRI DGE" SHALL BE DEEMED TO MEAN
THE POUGHKEEPSI E- H GHLAND RAI LROAD BRI DGE WHI CH WAS CONSTRUCTED ACROSS
THE HUDSON RIVER NORTH OF THE FRANKLI N DELANO ROOCSEVELT M D- HUDSON
BRI DCGE

S 3. Subdivision 9 of section 526 of the public authorities Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 698 of the laws of 1994, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

9. The term "bridges" shall be deened to nean collectively M d-Hudson
bridge, Rip Van Wnkle bridge, Bear Muntain bridge, Kingston-Rhinecliff
bri dge, both spans of the Ham |ton Fi sh Newbur gh- Beacon bridge, WALKWAY
OVER THE HUDSON BRI DGE, and incidental roads, approaches, structures and
facilities;

S 4. Subdivision 1-a of section 528 of the public authorities law, as
anended by chapter 420 of the laws of 1968, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

l-a. To hold in the nane of the state any real property acquired for
its corporate purposes and, with the approval of the comm ssioner, to
sell, |ease, exchange, or otherw se dispose of any real property or
rights or easenents therein, heretofore or hereafter acquired pursuant
to the "state bridge authority act”, determned by it to be not neces-
sary for its corporate purposes, AND SHALL ACCEPT OMNERSH P OF THE WALK-
WAY OVER THE HUDSON BRI DGE I N THE NAME OF THE STATE, AND ACQUI RE SUCH
| NCl DENTAL ROADS, APPROACHES, STRUCTURES AND FACI LI TIES AS MAY BE NECES-
SARY.

S 5. Section 528 of the public authorities law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-b to read as foll ows:

1-B. TO ACCEPT FROM ANY PERSON G FTS OF MONEY OR PROPERTY FOR I TS
CORPORATE PURPCSES.

S 6. Subdivision 8 of section 528 of the public authorities law, as
anended by chapter 698 of the laws of 1994, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

8. To charge tolls for the use of the bridges, WTH THE EXCEPTION OF
THE WALKWAY OVER THE HUDSON BRI DGE, subject to and in accordance with
such agreenents with bondhol ders and not ehol ders as nay be nmade as here-
i nafter provided, except, however, that subject to such agreenents the
rates of tolls charged on the Franklin Delano Roosevelt M d-Hudson
bri dge, the Kingston Rhinecliff bridge, the Bear Mountain bridge, the
Rip Van Wnkle bridge, and the Hamlton Fi sh Newbur gh- Beacon bri dge
shal | be the sane.

S 7. Section 528 of the public authorities law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 17 to read as foll ows:

17. TO ENTER I NTO A LEASE OR OPERATI NG AGREEMENT, FOR A PERI OD NOT TO
EXCEED NI NETY-NINE YEARS, WTH THE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND
H STORIC PRESERVATION FOR ALL OR A PORTION OF THE WALKWAY OVER THE
HUDSON BRI DGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF A STATE PARK. SUCH AGREEMENT MAY ASSI GN
OR ALLOCATE RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON, OPERATI ON, MAI NTENANCE
REPLACEMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE DECK AND APPROACHES AND STRUCTURES
PROVI DING PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE STATE PARK, BUT THE AUTHORI TY SHALL
RETAI N RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR MAI NTAI NIl NG THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF THE WALKWAY
OVER THE HUDSON BRIDGE. THE OFFI CE OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C
PRESERVATI ON | S AUTHORI ZED TO ENTER |INTO SUCH AGREEMENT, WH CH MAY
| NCLUDE THE | NSTALLATI ON AND MAI NTENANCE BY THE OFFI CE OF PARKS, RECRE-
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ATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON OF ANY PERSONAL PROPERTY AND EQUI PMENT
USED IN CONNECTION THEREW TH. THE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND
H STORI C PRESERVATI ON SHALL PROPOSE I N I TS ANNUAL BUDGET AN AMOUNT FOR
ALL COSTS AND OBLI GATI ONS UNDER SUCH AGREEMENT AND THESE COSTS MAY BE
SUPPLEMENTED BY PRI VATE DONATI ONS.

S 8. Subdivision 2 of section 529 of the public authorities Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 516 of the laws of 1980, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Notwi thstanding the provisions of any other law, the board of
supervisors of any county, the town board of any town, THE COVMON OR
CITY COUNCIL OF ANY CITY, or the trustees of any village, wthout any
el ection or neeting of the taxpayers or voters or other authorization,
is hereby authorized to dedicate to the state for any of the bridges or
for highway connections, any real property, easenments or rights in |and
owned by such county, town, CITY or village which the authority nmay deem
necessary.

S 9. This act shall take effect immediately.



