Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

9001--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 18, 2009

Introduced by M of A ALESSI -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Agricul ture -- commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
creation of a task force on the control of the stray cat population in
New York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 356-a to read as foll ows:

S 356-A. TASK FORCE ON THE CONTROL OF THE STRAY CAT POPULATION. 1.
THE TASK FORCE ON THE CONTROL OF THE STRAY CAT POPULATION IS HEREBY
CREATED TO EXAM NE, EVALUATE, AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON EFFECTI VE
ACTI ONS THAT CAN BE TAKEN AT THE STATE LEVEL FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONTROL-
LI NG THE POPULATI ON OF STRAY CATS.

2. SUCH TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF TEN MEMBERS, EACH TO SERVE UNTIL
JANUARY FI FTEENTH, TWO THOUSAND TWELVE. SUCH MEMBERS SHALL | NCLUDE ElI GHT
AT LARGE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, | NCLUDI NG TWO UPON THE
RECOVMENDATI ON OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE;, TWO UPON THE
RECOVMENDATI ON  OF THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; ONE UPON THE RECOMVENDA-
TION OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE; AND ONE UPON THE RECOWVMENDA-
TION OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY; PROVI DED THAT AT LEAST ONE
MEMBER APPO NTED REPRESENTS A DULY | NCORPORATED SOCIETY FOR THE
PREVENTI ON OF CRUELTY TO ANI MALS, ONE MEMBER REPRESENTS AN ORGANI ZATI ON
THAT REPRESENTS HUMANE SOCI ETIES, ONE MEMBER REPRESENTS A PROTECTI VE
ASSCCI ATION  FOR CATS, AND ONE MEMBER REPRESENTS AN ORGANI ZATI ON REPRES-
ENTI NG VETERI NARY PROFESSI ONALS THAT IS ACTIVE IN TH S STATE ADDI -
TIONAL MEMBERS SHALL BE THE COWM SSI ONER AND COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH OR
THEI R DESI GNEES. APPO NTMENTS SHALL BE MADE WTHIN SIXTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON. VACANCI ES I N THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE
FI LLED I N THE MANNER PROVI DED FOR ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. THE GOVERNOR SHALL SELECT A CHAIR AND A VI CE-CHAIR FROM AMONG THE
TASK FORCE' S MEMBERS.

4. THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET AT LEAST THREE Tl MES PER YEAR AT THE CALL
O THE CHAIR MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPENSATI ON
FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR THEIR ACTUAL EXPENSES
INCURRED IN THE PERFORVANCE OF THEIR DUTIES IN THE WORK OF THE TASK
FORCE.

5. THE TASK FORCE ESTABLI SHED SHALL:

(A) | DENTIFY, STUDY AND DETERM NE CONCERNS RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH
AND SAFETY AND THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF STRAY CATS I N THE STATE;

(B) EVALUATE WHAT ACTIONS MAY BE TAKEN AT THE STATE LEVEL TO ENSURE
THE PUBLI C HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK IN A MANNER
CONSI STENT W TH THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF STRAY CATS; AND

(© PREPARE A REPORT | DENTI FYI NG PCLI CY OPTI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS
REGARDI NG LEGQ SLATI ON OR REGULATI ONS REQUI RED TO RESOLVE PUBLI C HEALTH
AND SAFETY CONCERNS CONSI STENT W TH THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF STRAY CATS.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE THE TASK FORCE W TH SUCH FACI LI Tl ES,
ASS| STANCE AND DATA AS WLL ENABLE THE TASK FORCE TO CARRY QUT ITS
RESPONSI BI LI TIES. ADDI TI ONALLY, ALL OTHER ACGENCIES OF THE STATE OR
SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF SHALL, AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHAIR, PROVIDE THE
TASK FORCE W TH SUCH FACI LI TI ES, ASSI STANCE, AND DATA AS WLL ENABLE THE
TASK FORCE TO CARRY QUT | TS RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.

7. THE TASK FORCE SHALL MAKE A FI NAL REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS, CONCLU
SI ONS, RECOMVENDATI ONS AND ACTI VI TI ES ALREADY UNDERTAKEN BY THE TASK
FORCE, NOT LATER THAN JANUARY FI FTEENTH, TWO THOUSAND TWELVE AND SHALL
SUBM T WTH I TS REPORTS LEG SLATI VE AND REGULATORY PROPOSALS AS | T DEEMS
NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT | TS RECOMVENDATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



