Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

8983
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 17, 2009

Introduced by M of AL CORWN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Local Governnents

AN ACT to amend the general nmunicipal law, in relation to requiring a
ref erendum on the contents of a proposed final consolidation agree-
ment; provides time limt for collection of signatures for petition
for local government consolidation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 754 of the general nunicipal |aw,
as added by a chapter of the |aws of 2009, amendi ng the general nunici-

pal law and certain other laws relating to the requirenents for consol -
i dation or dissolution of certain local entities, as proposed in |egis-
| ative bill nunber A 8501, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. After conpletion of the final hearing, the governing body or bodies
of the Ilocal governnment entities to be consolidated may anend the
proposed joint consolidation agreenent, provided that the anended
version conplies with the provisions of subdivision two of section seven
hundred fifty-two of this title and is publicized pursuant to subdivi-
sion four of this section[, and/or]. AFTER COVPLETI ON OF SUCH HEARI NG OR
PUBLI CATI ON OF AN AMENDED VERSI ON OF THE PROPOSED JO NT CONSCLI DATI ON
AGREEMENT, THE GOVERNI NG BODY OR BODI ES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI Tl ES
TO BE CONSOLI DATED SHALL ENACT A RESOLUTI ON CALLI NG FOR A REFERENDUM ON
THE PROPOSED JO NT CONSCLI DATI ON AGREEMENT BY THE ELECTORS IN EACH OF
THE ENTITIES PURSUANT TO SECTION SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY-FOUR-A OF TH' S
TI TLE. THE GOVERNI NG BODY OR BODI ES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES TO
BE CONSOLI DATED NMAY approve a final version of the joint consolidation
agreenent | F THE CONTENT OF SUCH PROPOSED FINAL VERSION OF THE JONT
CONSOLI DATI ON  AGREEMENT WAS APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS
VOTI NG | N EACH LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTITY TO BE CONSOLI DATED, or decline to
proceed further with consolidation proceedings. Any approval by the
entities' governing body or bodies of the final version of the joint
consol i dati on agreenment must occur within one hundred eighty days of
such [final hearing] APPROVAL BY THE MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. The general nunicipal lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
754-a to read as foll ows:

S 754- A. REFERENDUM RESOLUTI ON FOR PROPQOSED JO NT CONSOLI DATI ON AGREE-
MENT. 1. IF A JO NT CONSCLI DATI ON AGREEMENT CALLS FOR THE CONSCLI DATI ON
OF TWO OR MORE TOMNS, TWDO OR MORE VILLAGES OR ONE OR MORE TOMS AND
VI LLAGES, THEN PRI OR TO FI NAL APPROVAL OF THE JO NT CONSOLI DATI ON AGREE-
MENT PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR
OF TH'S TITLE, THE GOVERNI NG BODY OR BODIES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ENTITIES TO BE CONSCOLI DATED SHALL ENACT A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A
REFERENDUM ON THE PROPOSED JO NT CONSOLI DATI ON AGREEMENT BY THE ELECTORS
I N EACH OF THE ENTI TI ES.

2. THE RESOLUTI ON CALLI NG FOR THE REFERENDUM ON THE PROPOSED JO NT
CONSOLI DATI ON AGREEMENT SHALL: (A) PROVIDE (1) THE NAME OF EACH OF THE
TOMS AND/ OR VI LLAGES PROPCSED TO BE CONSOLI DATED, (I1) A STATEMENT
FULLY DESCRIBING THE TERRITORY TO BE |INCLUDED W TH N THE PROPOSED
CONSOLI DATED LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY, (II1l1) THE NAME OF THE PROPOSED
CONSOLI DATED LOCAL GOVERNVENT ENTITY, AND (I1V) THE DATE FOR THE REFEREN-
DUM | N ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY-
EIGHT OF THIS TITLE;, (B) STATE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE QUESTION TO BE
SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS; AND (C) SET FORTH SUCH OTHER MATTERS AS MAY
BE NECESSARY TO CALL, PROVIDE FOR AND d VE NOTI CE OF THE REFERENDUM AND
TO PROVI DE FOR THE CONDUCT THEREOF AND THE CANVAS OF THE RETURNS THERE-
UPON.

3. THE RESOLUTI ON CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE PROPOSED JO NT
CONSOLI DATI ON AGREEMENT SHALL HAVE ATTACHED TO I T THE PROPOSED FI NAL
VERSI ON OF THE JO NT CONSOLI DATI ON AGREEMENT.

S 3. Section 758 of the general nunicipal [aw, as added by a chapter
of the laws of 2009, anending the general nunicipal |aw and certain
other laws relating to the requirenents for consolidation or dissolution

of certain local entities, as proposed in legislative bill nunber
A. 8501, is anended to read as foll ows:
S 758. Conduct of referendum 1. A referendumrequired by sections

SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR- A, seven hundred fifty-five or seven hundred
fifty-seven of this title shall be placed before the el ectors of each of
the 1local government entities to be consolidated at a special election
to be held not |ess than sixty or nore than ninety days after the enact-
ment of a resolution calling for such referendum provided, however,
that in cases where a town or village general election falls within such
period, the question nay be considered during a town or village genera
el ecti on.

2. The referendum nay be held in each | ocal governnment entity on the
same day, or on different days, however, not nore than twenty days
apart.

3. Notice of the referendum shall be given to the electors of each
| ocal governnment entity to be consolidated by publication in a newspaper
having a general circulation wthin the boundaries of each entity at
| east once a week for four consecutive weeks imediately prior to the
referendum The notice shall include, but not be [imted to:

(a) a sumary of the contents of the resolution and joint consol -
i dation agreenent or petition for consolidation, as the case may be;

(b) a statenent as to where may be exam ned a copy of the resolution
and joint consolidation agreenment or petition for consolidation, as the
case nay be;

(c) the names of the |local governnent entities to be consolidated and
a description of their territory;
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(d) with respect to a resolution calling for a referendum under
section seven hundred FIFTY-FOUR-A OR SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED fifty-five
of this title only, the nane of the proposed consolidated | ocal govern-
ment entity;

(e) the time and place or places at which the referendumw || be
hel d; and
(f) such other matters as nmay be necessary to call, provide for and

give notice of the referendum and to provide for the conduct thereof and
t he canvass of the returns thereupon.

4. The ref erendum question PURSUANT TO SECTION SEVEN HUNDRED
FI FTY- FOUR- A pl aced before the el ectors of each | ocal governnent entity
to be consolidated shall be in a formreading substantially as foll ows:

"DO YOU APPROVE OF THE PROPOSED JO NT CONSOLI DATI ON AGREEMENT CONCERN-
ING (INSERT TYPE AND NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY) AND (I NSERT TYPE
AND NAME OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITY OR ENTI TI ES) ?

4-A. THE REFERENDUM QUESTI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED FI FTY-
FIVE PLACED BEFORE THE ELECTORS OF EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY TO BE
CONSOLI DATED SHALL BE I N A FORM READI NG SUBSTANTI ALLY AS FOLLOWS:

"Shall (insert type and nanme of |ocal governnment entity) be consol-
idated with (insert type and nane of |ocal government entity or enti-
ties)?

YES

NO T

5. In any referendum held pursuant to this title, each |ocal govern-
ment entity to be consolidated shall bear only the costs of hol ding such
referendum in its respective entity and shall not be required to bear
the costs of a referendumheld in any other entity.

6. In any referendum held pursuant to this title, and except as
otherwise specified herein, the referendumshall be conducted in the
same manner as other nunicipal elections or referenduns for the |oca
government entities to be consolidated.

S 4. Subdi vision 6 of section 757 of the general municipal |aw, as
added by a chapter of the |laws of 2009, anending the general nunicipa
law and certain other laws relating to the requirenents for consol -
i dation or dissolution of certain local entities, as proposed in |egis-
| ative bill nunber A 8501, is amended to read as foll ows:

6. Wthin ten days of the filing of the petition seeking consolidation
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the clerk with whomthe
petition was filed shall nmake a final determ nation regarding the suffi-
ci ency of the nunber of signatures on the petition and provide tinely
witten notice of such determnation to the contact person named in the
cover sheet acconpanying the petition. The contact person or any indi-
vi dual who signed the petition may seek judicial review of such determ -
nation in a proceeding pursuant to article seventy-eight of the civil
practice laws and rules. UPON A DETERM NATI ON BY THE CLERK OF AN | NSUF-
FI Cl ENT NUMBER OF SI GNATURES ON THE PETI TI ON, SUCH CONTACT PERSON SHALL
HAVE UP TO ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS TO COLLECT THE SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF
SI GNATURES FOR SUCH PETI TI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2009, anmending the general municipa
| aw and certain other laws relating to the requirenents for consol-
idation or dissolution of certain |ocal entities, as proposed in |egis-
| ative bill nunber A 8501, takes effect.



