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STATE OF NEW YORK

8972--A
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 17, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A WElISENBERG P. RIVERA -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M

of A PHEFFER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Mental
Heal t h, Mental Retardation and Devel opnental Disabilities -- reported
and referred to the Conmmttee on Codes -- commttee discharged, bill

anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to required report-
i ng of suspected abuse of adults in certain residential care facili-
ties licensed or operated by the state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding two new
sections 16.30 and 31.32 to read as foll ows:
S 16. 30 ABUSE HOTLI NE.

(A) THE COW SSIONER SHALL BE CAPABLE OF RECEI VI NG TELEPHONE CALLS
ALLEQ NG PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, OR EMOTI ONAL ABUSE, OR ACTIVE, PASSIVE OR
SELF NEGLECT OF ADULTS IN FACILITIES LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.
TO EFFECTUATE THI S PURPOSE THERE SHALL BE A SI NGLE STATEW DE TELEPHONE
NUMBER THAT ANY PERSON MAY USE TO REPORT SUCH ALLEGATI ONS.

(B) ALLEGATI ONS MADE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION (A) OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL
BE | MVEDI ATELY TRANSM TTED ORALLY OR ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE COWM SSI ONER.
UPON RECEIVING SUCH ALLEGATIONS, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ADDRESS THE
MATTER PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH ONE OF SUBDI VI SION (D) OF SECTION 16.19 OF
THI'S ARTI CLE. THE | NABI LI TY OF THE PERSON REPORTI NG THE ABUSE TO | DENTI -
FY THE ALLEGED PERPETRATOR SHALL, | N NO Cl RCUMSTANCE, CONSTI TUTE THE
SOLE CAUSE TO REJECT SUCH ALLEGATI ON OR FAIL TO TRANSM T SUCH ALLEGATI ON
FOR | NVESTI GATI ON.

(C© ANY PERSON WHO ACTS REASONABLY AND IN GOOD FAITH IN MAKING A
REPORT PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE | MMUNI TY FROM ANY LI ABI LI TY,
ClVIL OR CRIM NAL, FOR HAVI NG MADE SUCH A REPORT.

S 31. 32 ABUSE HOTLI NE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL BE CAPABLE OF RECEIVING TELEPHONE CALLS
ALLEA NG PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, OR EMOTI ONAL ABUSE, OR ACTIVE, PASSIVE, OR
SELF NEGLECT OF ADULTS I N FACI LI TIES LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTI CLE.
TO EFFECTUATE TH S PURPOSE THERE SHALL BE A SI NGLE STATEW DE TELEPHONE
NUMBER THAT ANY PERSON MAY USE TO REPORT SUCH ALLEGATI ONS.

(B) ALLEGATI ONS MADE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION (A) OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL
BE | MMEDI ATELY TRANSM TTED ORALLY OR ELECTRONI CALLY TO THE COWM SSI ONER.
UPON RECEI VI NG SUCH ALLEGATI ONS, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE THE MATTER
TO BE ADDRESSED PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 7.21 AND 31.11 OF THIS CHAPTER THE
INABILITY OF THE PERSON REPORTING THE ABUSE TO | DENTI FY THE ALLEGED
PERPETRATOR SHALL, I N NO Cl RCUMSTANCE, CONSTITUTE THE SOLE CAUSE TO
REJECT SUCH ALLEGATI ON OR FAIL TO TRANSM T SUCH ALLEGATI ON FOR | NVESTI -
GATI ON.

(© ANY PERSON WHO ACTS REASONABLY AND IN GOOD FAITH IN MAKING A
REPORT PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE | MMUNI TY FROM ANY LI ABI LI TY,
ClVIL OR CRIM NAL, FOR HAVI NG MADE SUCH A REPORT.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



