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STATE OF NEW YORK

8906--B
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 15, 2009

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit -

tee on Health -- conmttee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted
as anmended and recomritted to said commttee -- commttee discharged,
bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the devel opnent of
auti sm assessnment centers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
2822 to read as foll ows:

S 2822. AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS. 1. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT THE
DRAVATI C INCREASE IN THE PREVALENCE OF | NDIVIDUALS | DENTIFI ED W TH
AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS ( ASP) AND OTHER COVPLEX DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI L-
| TIES REPRESENTS A SI GNI FI CANT CHALLENGE | N ENSURI NG THE PROPER ASSESS-
MENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE | NDI VI DUALI ZED | NTERVENTI ONS FOR
CH LDREN W TH SEVERE MANI FESTATI ONS OF ASD. THE SEVERE, PERVASI VE
NATURE OF THESE DI SABI LI TIES IS MANI FESTED NOT ONLY | N DEVELOPMENTAL AND
BEHAVI ORAL PROBLEMS, BUT IN THE MORE SEVERE CASES, PHYSI CAL SYMPTOVB AS
VELL. PRESENTI NG CHARACTERI STICS OF | ND VIDUALS WTH AUTI SM SPECTRUM
DI SORDERS AND COWVPLEX DI SABI LI TI ES | NCLUDE SOCI AL AND COGNI Tl VE | MPAI R-
MENT; LANGUAGE DI STURBANCES; PROBLEMS W TH ATTENTI ON  AND SELF- REGULA-
TION, REPETITIVE, STEREOTYPED, AGGRESSIVE, SELF-INJURI QUS BEHAVI CRS;
AND, OFTEN COVWPLEX AND SEVERE CASES CO OCCURRI NG W TH MEDI CAL CONDI TI ONS
SUCH AS SEI ZURE AND SLEEP DI SORDERS; AND, PSYCHI ATRI C AND HEALTH CONDI -
TIONS SUCH AS FRAG LE X SYNDROVE AND TUBEROUS SCLERCSI S.

FOR THESE REASONS, THE LEGQ SLATURE DECLARES THAT THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF
NEW SHORT- TERM BEHAVI ORAL AND ASSESSMENT | NTERVENTI ON UNI TS TO PROVI DE
FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND | NTERVENTI ON FOR CH LDREN W TH SEVERE FORMS OF
ASD |'S NECESSARY. THE ACCURATE ASSESSMENT OF | NDI VI DUALS WTH ASD | S THE
FI RST STEP | N DEVELOPI NG APPROPRI ATE PROGRAMS FOR THESE CHI LDREN AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROVI DI NG NECESSARY SUPPORTS TO THEIR FAM LI ES, AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS,
THEREFORE, THE STATE MUST TAKE | MVEDI ATE ACTI ON TO SUPPCORT THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF AN | NTEGRATED, | NTERDI SCI PLI NARY APPROACH FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF
CH LDREN S FUNCTI ONAL CHARACTERI STI CS AND EFFECTI VE TREATMENT PROTOCOLS
TO RESPOND TO THE VARI ED NEEDS OF THOSE AFFECTED.

2. DEFINITIONS. (A) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON "AUTI SM SPECTRUM
DI SORDER' MEANS ANY OF A GROUP OF NEURODEVELOPMENTAL DI SORDERS | NCLUD-
I NG AUTI SM PERVASI VE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SORDER - NOT OTHERW SE  SPECI FI ED
(PDD-NOS); RETT'S SYNDROMVE;, ASPERCER S DI SORDER; AND CHI LDHOOD DI SI NTE-
GRATI VE DI SORDER. AUTI SM I S CHARACTERI ZED BY A TRIAD OF | SSUES SUCH AS
LANGUAGE AND SCOCI AL DI STURBANCE, AND RESTRI CTlI VE AND REPETI Tl VE PATTERNS
O PLAY WTH A R G D ADHERENCE TO SAMENESS. ADDI TI ONAL CO- OCCURRI NG
| MPAI RVENTS | N THOSE SEVERELY AFFECTED MAY | NCLUDE SENSORY PROBLEMS SUCH
AS AUDI TORY HYPERSENSI TI VI TY, TEMPERATURE REGULATI ON | SSUES, SEI ZURE
DI SORDERS, ¥ ABNORMAL PAIN THRESHOLD, GASTRO NTESTI NAL PROBLEMs, AND
PSYCHI ATRI C CONDI TI ONS SUCH AS OBSESSI VE COMPULSI VE DI SORDER, DEPRESS| ON
AND ANXI ETY.

(B) "COWPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTER' OR "CENTER' MEANS A
CENTER DESI GNATED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

3. COVWPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS ESTABLI SHED. THE COW S-
SI ONER SHALL FACI LI TATE THE DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLI SHVENT OF, AND DESI G
NATE, COWMPREHENS| VE CENTERS FOR CHI LDREN DI AGNOSED W TH AUTI SM  SPECTRUM
DI SORDERS.  THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES AND CRI TERI A FOR
THE DESI GNATI ON OF SUCH CENTERS CONSI STENT WTH TH S SECTI O\ THE
CENTERS SHALL BE DESI GNED TO PROVI DE CHI LDREN PRI MARI LY BETWEEN THE AGES
OF FIVE AND ElI GHATEEN YEARS W TH AN | NTENSI VE, | NTEGRATED ASSESSMENT | N
THE AREAS OF COVMUNI CATI ON, SOCI ALI ZATI ON, GENERAL FUNCTI ONI NG~ BEHAV-
| ORAL, NEURCLOGE CAL, PSYCH ATRIC AND MEDI CAL FUNCTI ONI NG THE CENTERS
SHALL UTILIZE AN ARRAY OF DI SCI PLINES VWH CH MAY |INCLUDE BUT NOI' BE
LIMTED TO PHYSICAL, MEDI CAL, AND PSYCHI ATRI C; NEUROBEHAVI ORAL, NUTRI -
TI ON; GASTRCENTEROLOGY; MOTOR AND FI TNESS; SLEEP ANALYSI S; COVMUNI CATI ON
AND SCClI AL; AND PSYCHO- EDUCATI ONAL TO ASSESS THE NEEDS OF THESE CHI LDREN
AND TO DEVELOP APPROPRI ATE SHORT-TERM | NTERVENTI ONS AND | NDI VI DUAL
TREATMENT PLANS VWH CH ARE DESI GNED TO MANAGE AND | MPROVE FUNCTI ONI NG
SERVI CES PROVI DED BY THE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT
BE LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG COMPONENTS:

(A) | NTENSI VE ASSESSMENT SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG | NTEGRATED, | NTERDI SCI -
PLI NARY ANALYSI S OF A RESI DENT' S FUNCTI ONAL CHARACTERI STI CS AND DI SABI L-
I TIES. UTILIZING A COWREHENSI VE FRAMEWORK SUCH AS THE | NTERNATI ONAL
CLASSI FI CATI ON OF FUNCTI ONI NG DI SABI LI TY AND HEALTH - CHI LDREN AND YOUTH
(1 CF-CY) (WORLD HEALTH ORGANI ZATI ON 2007), CENTERS SHALL COVPREHENSI VELY
ASSESS THE RANGE OF FUNCTI ONI NG AND DEVELOPMENT OF CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM
I NCLUDING BUT NOT' LIMTED TO CH LD ENVI RONMENTAL | NTERACTI ONS, BQODY
FUNCTI ONI NG ACTI VI TY LI M TATI ONS AND PARTI ClI PATI ON RESTRI CTIl ONS.

(B) RESI DENTI AL SERVI CES THAT PROVI DE SHORT- TERM RESI DENTI AL SUPPORT
FOR CH LDREN ADM TTED TO THE CENTER WHO REQUI RE A SHORT STAY FOR THE
PERI OD | N VWHI CH THE ASSESSMVENT | S CONDUCTED. THESE SERVI CES ARE | NTENDED
TO PROVI DE SUPPORT FOR THE ASSESSMENT ACTI VI TIES AND ARE NOT | NTENDED
TO BE LONG TERM NOR ARE THEY | NTENDED TO BE PROVIDED I'N A HOSPI TAL OR
NURSI NG HOME AS DEFINED IN THI'S ARTI CLE OR I N THE CAPACI TY OF PERVANENT
HOUSI NG

(© A CENTER ESTABLISHED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL PROVI DE EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CES APPROVED BY THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT. SUCH EDUCATI ON
SERVI CES PROVIDED SHALL BE ACADEM C PROGRAMM NG CONSI STENT W TH THE
CH LD S HOVE SCHOCOL DI STRICT' S CURRI CULUM AND THE PARTI CULAR EDUCATI ONAL
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NEEDS OF THE CHI LD. THE CENTER SHALL CONSULT WTH THE CH LD S HOVE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT TO DEVELOP AN APPROPRI ATE EDUCATI ONAL PLAN.

(D) MEDICAL CLIN CAL SERVICES. EACH CENTER SHALL HAVE THE CAPACI TY
ON- SI TE OR READI LY ACCESSI BLE TO PROVI DE FOR THE RESI DENT' S MEDI CAL  AND
CLINI CAL NEEDS. THESE SERVICES SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO PROVI DE MEDI CAL
SERVI CES TO ADDRESS GENERAL, CHRONIC, AND ONGO NG MEDI CAL CONDI Tl ONS.
MEDI CAL AND CLIN CAL SERVICES AVAILABLE AT THE CENTER SHALL ALSO BE
UTI LI ZED I N THE ASSESSMENT OF THE CHI LD S CONDI TI ON AND DEVELOPMENT OF
AN | NTERVENTI ON AND/ OR TREATMENT PLAN.

4. CRANTS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF COVPREHENSI VE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT CENTERS.
W THI N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FUNDI NG FOR,
PURSUANT TO A REQUEST FOR PROPCSALS, COWPREHENSIVE AUTI SM ASSESSMENT
CENTERS AS ESTABLI SHED I N TH S SECTI ON.

5. REPORTI NG RESEARCH REQUI REMENTS. (A) EACH RECIPIENT OF FUNDI NG
PURSUANT TO THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL PROVI DE THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON TO THE
DEPARTMENT:

(1) THE ANNUAL NUVBER OF CHI LDREN RECEI VI NG SERVI CES PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON,;

(1'l) THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY OF THOSE CHI LDREN WHO RECEI VE SERVI CES
AT SUCH CENTERS;

(I'11) THE TYPE OF PROGRAMS AND | NTERVENTI ONS THAT CHI LDREN RECEI VED;

(1V) A SUWARY OF BOTH THE SHORT AND LONG TERM OUTCOMES FOR THOSE
CHI LDREN SERVED,;

THE PERCENTAGE OF CHI LDREN SERVED WHO AVO DED LONG TERM RESI DEN-
TI AL PLACEMENT; AND

(M) THE ESTI MATED SAVINGS TO THE STATE THAT RESULTED FROM TH'S
OUTCOME.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COWPI LE SUCH REPORTS ON THE CENTERS' ACTI V-
| TTES AND FI NDI NGS AND REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEG SLATURE ON OR
BEFORE THE FI RST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, TWDO THOUSAND TEN AND EACH YEAR THERE-
AFTER.

(© THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ASSI ST | N AND ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF
RESEARCH COLLABORATI ONS BETWEEN THE CENTERS AND RELEVANT STATE AGENCY
FACI LI TIES, COLLEGES AND UNI VERSITIES AND, WHERE APPROPRI ATE, PRI VATE
RESEARCH ENTI TI ES. SUCH COLLABORATI ONS SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED
TO EXAM NATI ON OF THE PREVALENCE OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER DI AGNCSES,
THE | MPACT OF ENVI RONMENTAL FACTORS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF AUTISM THE
| NFLUENCE OF NUTRITION AND GASTRO NTESTI NAL HEALTH ON AUTI SM AND, THE
EFFI CACY OF CERTAI N ASSESSMENT TOOLS AND APPROACHES IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF EFFECTI VE | NTERVENTI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



