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STATE OF NEW YORK

8877
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 12, 2009

Introduced by M of A ALESSI -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Ways and Means

AN ACT to amend the abandoned property law and the |abor law, in
relation to uncl ai ned wages

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1308 of the abandoned property |aw, as added by
chapter 526 of the laws of 1944, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 1308. Uncl ai ned wages. 1. Any noney [received from or for the
account of an enployer and held or owi ng by the departnment of |abor] DUE
TO AN EMPLOYEE AS DEFINED BY SUBDI VI SION FIVE OF SECTI ON TWO OF THE
LABOR LAWfor the paynent of conpensation for services theretofore
performed by enployees or forner enployees of [such] AN enployer AS
DEFI NED BY SUBDI VI SI ON SI X OF SECTI ON TWD OF THE LABOR LAW which shal
have remai ned uncl ai ned by such enpl oyee for a period of one year [after
recei pt thereof by such departnent,] shall be deened abandoned property.

2. [On or before the first day of May in each year the industria
comm ssioner] ALL EMPLOYERS shall pay over to the state conptroller for
credit to the abandoned property fund all such property which shall have
beconme abandoned [prior to the first day of the preceding nonth].

3. Such paynent to the conptroller shall be acconpani ed by a statenent
setting forth:

(a) The nane and | ast known address of each enpl oyee entitled to such
abandoned property and the anmount to which such enployee is entitled.

(b) The name of the enployer and his or its [ast known address.

(c) The period of enploynment during which such salary or wages
accrued.

(d) Such other identifying information as the state conptroller my
require.

S 2. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 195-a to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 195-A. UNCLAI MED WAGES. EVERY EMPLOYER SHALL RETAIN ALL UNCLAI MED
WAGES FOR PAYMENT TO THE PERSON ENTI TLED THERETO FOR NOT LESS THAN ONE
YEAR FROM THE DATE I N WHI CH THEY WERE | SSUED.

THE EMPLOYER MAY DETERM NE THAT WAGES HAVE BEEN ABANDONED WHENEVER
MORE THAN ONE YEAR HAS ELAPSED SI NCE A PAYMENT CHECK WAS MAILED TO THE
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT AND ElITHER SUCH CHECK HAS BEEN
RETURNED UNDELI VERED BY THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE AND THE CLAI M
ANT CANNOT BE LOCATED OR SUCH CHECK HAS NOT BEEN RETURNED UNDELI VERED
AND HAS NOT BEEN PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT. ANY WAGES SO DETERM NED TO HAVE
BEEN ABANDONED SHALL BE PAID TO THE STATE COVPTROLLER PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON THI RTEEN HUNDRED EI GHT OF THE ABANDONED PROPERTY LAW

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



