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STATE OF NEW YORK

8730--A
Cal . No. 47

2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 4, 2009

Introduced by M of A LAVINE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Veterans' Affairs -- anended on the special order of third reading,
ordered reprinted as anmended, retaining its place on the special order
of third reading

AN ACT to anend the executive |aw and the public health law, in relation
to providing certain benefits to veterans; and to anend the soci al
services law and the correction law, in relation to requiring certain
reports relating to veterans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 353 of the executive law is amended by adding two
new subdi vi sions 20 and 21 to read as foll ows:

20. TO DEVELOP, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ANY
OTHER PRI VATE OR NOT- FOR- PROFI T | NSTI TUTI ONS, A PROGRAM FOR THE | DEN
TI FI CATION, DI AGNCSIS, COUNSELI NG AND TREATMENT OF VETERANS WHO SUFFER
FROM POST- TRAUVATI C STRESS DI SORDER AND BRAI N- RELATED | NJURI ES. SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE PROCEDURES FOR | DENTI FYI NG VETERANS WHO MAY NEED
ASS| STANCE AND | NFORVATI ON AND OQUTREACH TO MAKE VETERANS AWARE OF AVAI L-
ABLE PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES.

21. TO DEVELOP AND PROVI DE EDUCATI ONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH RELATED
BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES TO VETERANS AND THEI R | MVEDI ATE FAM LI ES.

S 2. The executive law is anended by addi ng two new sections 353-a and
353-b to read as foll ows:

S 353-A REPORTING ON SUI Cl DE RATES OF VETERANS. THE DI VI SI ON, BY AND
THROUGH THE STATE DI RECTOR OR HI' S DULY AUTHORI ZED OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE,
SHALL ESTABLI SH PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES FOR MONI TORI NG RATES OF SUl Cl DE
AMONG VETERANS. SUCH REPORT SHALL STUDY THE | NCl DENCE OF DEATHS
REPORTED AS SU CIDES AMONG VETERANS IN THIS STATE. |IT SHALL BE
COVPLETED ANNUALLY AND SHALL BE PROVI DED TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ S-
LATURE. THE DI RECTOR SHALL DETERM NE WHAT ADDI Tl ONAL | NFORVATI ON SHALL
BE MADE A PART OF SUCH REPORT | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, NON CLASSI -

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FI ED | NFORMATI ON RELATING TO THE SERVICE OF SUCH VETERANS, PREVIQUS
MEDI CAL HI STORY, LENGTH AND TYPE OF SERVI CE AND ANY OTHER FACTORS WHI CH
MAY BE RELEVANT TO THE | NCI DENCE OF SUl Cl DE AMONG VETERANS.

S 353-B. REPORTI NG ON RATES OF HOVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS. THE DI VI -
SI ON, BY AND THROUGH THE STATE DI RECTOR OR HI' S DULY AUTHORI ZED OFFI CER
OR EMPLOYEE, SHALL ESTABLI SH PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES FOR MONI TORI NG
RATES OF HOVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS. SUCH REPORT SHALL STUDY THE | NCI -
DENCE OF HOMVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS IN THIS STATE. |IT SHALL BE
COVWPLETED ANNUALLY AND SHALL BE PROVI DED TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ S-
LATURE. SUCH STUDY SHALL PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON GATHERED FROM LOCAL SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRICTS AND SHELTERS RUN BY NOT- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS.
SUCH REPORT MAY ALSO I NCLUDE  ANY OTHER | NFORVATI ON RELEVANT TO THE
| NCl DENCE OF HOVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS AND ANY PROGRAMS CURRENTLY
SERVI NG SUCH POPULATI ON SPECI FI CALLY.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3803 of the public health Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 743 of +the laws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. There is hereby created within the departnent the veterans health
care information program (referred to in this section as the "progrant),
which shall provide information on health issues associated with mli-
tary duty, including but not Ilimted to Agent Oange, Q@lf War
Syndromes, toxic materials or harnful physical agents such as, depleted
urani um and hepatitis C, AND SPECI FI C MENTAL AND PHYSI CAL HEALTH | SSUES
| NCLUDI NG POST- TRAUVATI C STRESS DI SORDER AND BRAI N- RELATED | NJURI ES, for
veterans, their surviving spouses and health care providers.

S 4. Section 95 of the social services law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI ST-
ANCE SHALL SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE, NOT LATER THAN
DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST OF EACH YEAR, DETAILING THE NUMBER OF M LI TARY
VETERANS AND FAM LI ES OF M LI TARY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED FOR
ACTI VE M LI TARY DUTY I N THE ARVED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES WHO ARE I N
RECEI PT OF FOOD STAMPS OR ARE PARTI Cl PATING | N A FOOD ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

S 5. Section 71 of the correction law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. THE COW SSIONER SHALL, W THI N ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY DAYS AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, DETERM NE
AND REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE ON THE NUMBER OF | NMATES CURRENTLY | N THE
CUSTODY OF THE DEPARTMENT, | NCLUDI NG PERSONS SERVI NG SENTENCES | N ANY
LOCAL CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY, WHO ARE VETERANS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNI TED STATES. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO
PROVI DE FOR THE | DENTI FI CATION OF VETERANS UPON COW TMENT OF SUCH
PERSONS TO THE CUSTODY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

S 6. This act shall take effect immediately.



