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STATE OF NEW YORK

8714
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 4, 2009

Introduced by M of A ALESSI -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conmm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing for a
priority call systemfor use in connection wth energency discon-
nections of utilities, service coverage and oversi ght of response tine
in connection with the energency disconnection of utilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new section
48-a to read as foll ows:

S 48-A. PRIORITY CALL SYSTEM AND REPORTING 1. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL
ESTABLI SH A PRI ORI TY CALL SYSTEM FOR USE BY POLI CE AND FI RE DEPARTMENTS
AND AGENCIES IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY REQUI RI NG DI SCONNECTI ON OF
UTI LI TY SERVI CES PROVI DED BY A CORPORATI ON SUBJECT TO THI S ARTI CLE. SUCH
SYSTEM SHALL BE | N OPERATI ON AT ALL TIMES, AND SHALL PROVIDE ACCESS TO
ONE OR MORE EMPLOYEES OF A CORPORATI ON, WHI CH EMPLOYEES SHALL BE AUTHOR-
IZED TO DI RECT THE | MVEDI ATE DI SCONNECTI ON. THE COVMM SSI ON SHALL
PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON

2. EACH CORPORATI ON SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL
ESTABLI SH A PRI ORI TY CALL SYSTEM | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE RULES AND REGU
LATIONS OF THE COWM SSION, FOR USE BY POLI CE AND FI RE DEPARTMENTS AND
AGENCIES IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY REQUI RING DI SCONNECTION OF
SERVI CES PROVI DED BY THE CORPORATI ON

3. EACH CORPCRATION SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL
ANNUALLY FILE WTH THE COW SSI ON A REPORT, I N SUCH FORM AS THE COW S-
SION SHALL PRESCRIBE, DETAILING THE DATES AND Cl RCUMSTANCES OF EACH
REQUESTED EMERGENCY DI SCONNECTI ON, THE I DENTITY OF THE PERSON, AGENCY
AND DEPARTMENT MAKI NG THE REQUEST, THE RESPONSE TO EACH SUCH REQUEST AND
THE TIME REQUI RED TO ACCOWPLI SH THE DI SCONNECTI ON OF SERVI CE, TOGETHER
W TH SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON THE COVMM SSI ON DEEMS RELEVANT. FAILURE TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD14154- 01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 8714 2

COWLY W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL RESULT | N A PENAL-
TY, PAYABLE TO THE COWM SSI ON, OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS PER DAY UNTIL
SUCH TI ME AS THE COVPLETED REPORT | S FI LED.

S 2. Section 65 of the public service |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW |IN ORDER TO ENSURE
ADEQUATE SERVI CE, EACH CORPORATI ON SUBJECT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL ASSI G\,
AT A MNTMJUM ONE SERVI CE PERSON FOR EVERY TWENTY THOUSAND PEOPLE | N THE
POPULATI ON | N EACH LOCAL AREA SERVED BY THE CORPORATI ON.

S 3. Section 66 of the public service |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 29 to read as foll ows:

29. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO REQUIRE EACH CORPORATI ON
SUBJECT TO THI S ARTI CLE, | NCLUDI NG ELECTRI C CORPORATI ONS AND GAS CORPO
RATI ONS, TO MAI NTAI N RECORDS OF AND FI LE REPORTS REGARDING THE CORPO
RATION' S RESPONSE TI MES | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE DI SCONNECTI ON OF SERVI CE
PROVI DED BY THE CORPORATI ON DURI NG EMERGENCY Sl TUATI ONS AND DURI NG EMER-
GENCY AND/ OR DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS DRI LLS CONDUCTED BY FEDERAL, STATE
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO POLI CE
AND FI RE DEPARTMENTS, AND TO CONDUCT AUDITS WTH REGARD THERETO  THE
COW SSION SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO EXAM NE THE ACCOUNTS, BOCKS,
CONTRACTS, RECORDS, DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS OF ANY SUCH CORPORATI ON REGARD-
| NG THE RESPONSE Tl ME, TO DI RECT THE CORPORATI ON TO | MPLEMENT ANY RECOMW
MENDATI ONS THE COWM SSI ON FI NDS TO BE NECESSARY AND REASONABLE, AND TO
| MPOSE FI NES FOR THE FAI LURE TO FOLLOW THE COWM SSI ON' S RECOMVENDATI ONS.

S 4. Section 80 of the public service |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO REQUIRE EACH CORPORATI ON
SUBJECT TO THI S ARTI CLE TO MAI NTAI N RECORDS OF THE FI LE REPORTS REGARD-
| NG SUCH CORPORATI ON'S RESPONSE TIMES IN CONNECTION WTH THE DI SCOMN
NECTION OF SERVICE PROVIDED BY THE CORPORATI ON DURI NG EMERGENCY SI TU-
ATIONS AND DURING EMERGENCY AND/OR DI SASTER PREPAREDNESS DRILLS
CONDUCTED BY FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TIES, | NCLUDI NG,
BUT NOT LI M TED TO POLI CE AND FI RE DEPARTMENTS, AND TO CONDUCT AUDI TS
W TH REGARD THERETO. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO EXAM NE THE
ACCOUNTS, BOOKS, CONTRACTS, RECORDS, DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS OF ANY SUCH
CORPORATI ON  REGARDI NG THE RESPONSE TI ME, TO DI RECT SUCH CORPORATI ONS TO
| MPLEMENT ANY RECOMVENDATI ONS THE COWM SSI ON FI NDS TO BE NECESSARY AND
REASONABLE, AND TO | MPOSE FINES FOR THE FAI LURE TO FOLLOW THE COWM S-
SI ON'S RECOMVENDATI ONS.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



