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STATE OF NEW YORK

8582
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 29, 2009

Introduced by M of A CAMARA -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to establishing a gener-
al equival ency program and a hi gher education programfor innates

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by addi ng a new section 136-a
to read as foll ows:

S 136-A. GENERAL EQUI VALENCY PROGRAM AND HI GHER EDUCATI ON OF PERSONS
IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES. 1. ALL | NMATES ADM TTED TO THE DEPARTMENT
SERVI NG A DETERM NATE TERM OF | MPRI SONVENT, OR AN | NDETERM NATE SENTENCE
OF | MPRI SONVENT OTHER THAN A SENTENCE OF LIFE | MPRI SONVENT W THOUT
PARCLE, WHO HAVE BEEN EVALUATED UPON ADM SSI ON PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
ONE OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE AND ARE DETER-
M NED TO BE CAPABLE OF SUCCESSFULLY COWVPLETI NG THE ACADEM C COURSE WORK
REQUI RED FOR A GENERAL EQUI VALENCY DI PLOVA OR COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES,
SHALL BE PROVIDED WTH THE OPPORTUNI TY TO COVPLETE SUCH COURSE WORK.
UPON ADM SSI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT, SUCH | NVATES WLL BE PROVIDED W TH
WRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT GENERAL EQUI VALENCY PROGRAMS AND COLLEGE CREDI T
PROGRAMS ARE AVAI LABLE FOR ALL | NMATES WHO SO APPLY.

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT ACADEM C EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS WHI CH
PROVI DE THE APPROPRI ATE CURRI CULUM AND CERTIFI ED ACADEM C STAFF FOR
GENERAL EQUI VALENCY AND COLLEGE CREDI T | NSTRUCTI ON ARE AVAI LABLE AT ALL
CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TI ES HOUSI NG | NMVATES WHO ARE ELI G BLE. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL PROVI DE ACADEM C STAFF WHO ARE QUALI FI ED TO PROVI DE SUCH | NSTRUC-
TI ON AND WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE COWPETI TI VE CLASS OF THE CIVIL SERVICE
OF NEW YORK STATE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE SUFFI Cl ENT STAFF AT EACH
CORRECTI ONAL  FACILITY WHERE ELId BLE | NMATES ARE CONFI NED TO ENSURE A
CLASSROOM RATI O OF TVENTY | NMVATES FOR EACH | NSTRUCTOR. THE COWM SSI ONER,
| N COOPERATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON, SHALL SET UP THE
EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS FOR THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF TEACHERS I N ALL SUCH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CORRECTI ONAL FACILITIES. THE COVM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE
COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATION, SHALL DEVELOP A CURRICULA AND A PLAN FOR
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE GENERAL EQUI VALENCY AND COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAMS
AND SHALL | SSUE A REPORT WTHI N TWELVE MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE
OF TH S SuBDI VI SI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



