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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A MDONOUGH -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to prohibiting
the wuse of non-wood bats in certain organi zed baseball and softball
ganes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general obligations |aw is amended by adding a new
article 18-B to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 18-B
SAFETY | N BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL CODE
SECTI ON 18- 301. LEQ SLATI VE PURPCSE.
18- 302. DEFI NI TI ONS.
18-303. PROHI BITION ON THE USE OF NON-WOOD BATS |IN CERTAIN
ORGANI ZED BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL GAMES.

S 18-301. LEG SLATIVE PURPCSE. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS AND DECLARES
THAT:

1. THE H TTI NG OF BASEBALLS USI NG NON- WOOD BATS MAY CAUSE A BASEBALL
TO REPEL OFF OF A BAT AT A VELOCI TY THAT EXCEEDS THE HUVAN REACTI ON TI ME
NECESSARY TO PERCEI VE THE BALL AND PROPERLY REACT;

2. WH LE THE SAFETY HAZARD PRESENTED BY NON-WOOD BATS |'S DI FFI CULT TO
QUANTI FY, 1T IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT NON-WOOD BATS HT THE BALL WTH
GREATER FORCE THAN WOOD BATS AND PRESENT A GREATER RI SK OF | NJURY;

3. |IT IS NECESSARY AND PROPER FOR THE STATE TO | NTERVENE TO PROTECT
THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF I TS YOUNG ATHLETES, AND THAT THE BENEFI TS ASSO-
Cl ATED WTH A REDUCED RI SK OF DEATH OR SERI QUS | NJURY OQUTWEI GH THE COSTS
ASSCCI ATED W TH REPLACI NG NON- WOOD BATS W TH WOOD BATS.

S 18-302. DEFINI TIONS. THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N
TH' S ARTI CLE SHALL HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE,
THE MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM IN THI S SECTI ON:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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1. "M NOR' MEANS A PERSON WHO | S LESS THAN ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE.

2. "NON-WOOD BAT" MEANS ANY NON-WOOD BASEBALL OR SOFTBALL BAT | NCLUD-
NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, A BAT MADE OF METAL, TITANI UM SCANDI UM ALUM -
NUM OR ANY OTHER ALLOY COVPOUND, BUT SHALL NOT | NCLUDE ANY WOOD, COWVPCOS-
| TE, LAM NATED OR COWVPOSI TE- COATED WOOD BAT THAT SHALL BE APPROVED FOR
PLAY UPON VERIFIED TEST DATA THAT THESE BATS PERFORM WEI GH AND ARE
BALANCED LI KE WOOD BATS.

3. "ORGANI ZED GAME" MEANS ANY BASEBALL OR SOFTBALL GAME ORGANI ZED BY
OR AFFILIATED WTH A PUBLI C OR NONPUBLI C SCHOCL; ANY NONPROFI T YOUTH
SERVI NG ORGANI ZATI ON, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO, LITTLE LEAGUES, BABE
RUTH LEAGUES, POLI CE ATHLETI C LEAGUES, AND THE AMERI CAN LEG ON; A COUNTY
OR MUNI Cl PAL RECREATI ON DEPARTMENT; OR THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF A COUNTY OR
MUNI Cl PALI TY.

S 18-303. PROH BI TION ON THE USE OF NON-WOOD BATS | N CERTAI N ORGANI ZED
BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL GAMES. 1. IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL TO USE A NON-WOOD
BAT I N ANY ORGANI ZED GAME I N WHI CH M NORS ARE PARTI Cl PANTS, EXCLUDI NG AN
ORGANI ZED GAME VWHERE ONE OF THE TEAMS PARTI CI PATING IN THE GAME | S
ORGANI ZED BY OR AFFI LI ATED W TH A SCHOOL, NONPROFI T YOUTH ORGANI ZATI ON,
COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PAL RECREATI ON DEPARTMENT, OR GOVERNI NG BODY OF A COUNTY
OR MUNI Cl PALI TY QUTSI DE OF THI S STATE.

2. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT, THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OR
CH EF SCHOOL ADM NI STRATOR OF A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL, THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF
A COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PALI TY, OR THE GOVERNI NG BODY OF A NONPROFI T YOUTH
SERVI NG ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL ENSURE COWPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S
SECTI ON I N ANY ORGANI ZED GAME | T ORGANI ZES OR IS AFFI LI ATED WTH, OR IN
VHI CH | TS TEAM PARTI Cl PATES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



