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STATE OF NEW YORK

8296- - A
Cal . No. 570

2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 13, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A ESPAILLAT, DESTITO ORTIZ, TOMS, NOLAN, RUSSELL

LUPARDO, MAGNARELLI -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CUSICK, DenDEKK-
ER, MENENY, PHEFFER, SCHI MEL, SCOZZAFAVA, SWEENEY -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs -- reported from

commttee, advanced to a third readi ng, anended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place on the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the New
York state interagency coordinating council for service-disabled
veterans, defining the powers and duties of the council and requiring
an annual report by the council to the governor, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The | egislature hereby recogni zes that
New York state's veterans, particularly those who suffered service-re-
| ated disabilities, have unique needs as a result of the sacrifices they
made during their mlitary service. It is also hereby acknow edged by
the legislature that due to the conplexity of their needs, such individ-
uals require accessible, coordinated, and specialized services within
their communities frommultiple state and | ocal agencies. The |egisla-
ture finds that there is an i mMmedi ate need for a statew de conprehensive
programto coordi nate such services.

S 2. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 368 to read
as foll ows:

S 368. NEW YORK STATE | NTERAGENCY  COORDI NATI NG  COUNCIL FOR
SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETERANS. THERE |S HEREBY ESTABLISHED THE NEW YORK
STATE | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L FOR SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETERANS | N
THE EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENT TO HAVE AND EXERCI SE THE FUNCTI ONS, POWNERS AND
DUTIES PROVIDED BY THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION AND ANY OTHER
PROVI SI ON OF LAW

1. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL MEAN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD11415-05-0
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(A) "COUNCI L" MEANS THE NEW YORK STATE | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COUN-
Cl L FOR SERVI CE- Dl SABLED VETERANS;

(B) "VETERAN' MEANS A PERSON, MALE OR FEMALE, RESIDENT OF THI S STATE,
WHO HAS SERVED IN THE ACTI VE M LI TARY, NAVAL, OR AIR SERVICE OF THE
UNI TED STATES DURING A WAR IN WH CH THE UNI TED STATES ENGAGED AND WHO
HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM SUCH SERVICE OIHERW SE THAN BY DI SHONORABLE
DI SCHARGE, OR VWHO HAS BEEN FURLOUGHED TO THE RESERVE; AND

(© "SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETERAN' MEANS A VETERAN W TH A DI SABI LI TY THAT
WAS | NCURRED OR AGGRAVATED IN THE LINE OF DUTY IN THE ACTIVE M LI TARY,
NAVAL, OR Al R SERVI CE.

2. THE COUNCIL SHALL CONSIST OF THE FOLLON NG TEN AGENCY HEADS OR
THEI R DESI GNEES: DI RECTOR OF THE DI VISION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, WHO
SHALL SERVE AS CHAIR OF THE COUNCI L, THE ADJUTANT CGENERAL OF THE DI VI -
SION OF M LI TARY AND NAVAL AFFAI RS, THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH, THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE COW S-
SIONER OF THE OFFI CE OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES, THE
COMW SSI ONER  OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DI VI -
SI ON OF HOUSI NG AND COMVUNI TY RENEWAL, THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE EDUCATI ON
DEPARTMENT, THE COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPCORTATI ON, AND
THE DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG | N ADDI TI ON, THE COUNCI L SHALL
CONSI ST OF NI NE SERVI CE- Dl SABLED VETERANS, THREE TO BE APPO NTED BY THE
GOVERNCOR, TWD TO BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
TWO TO BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE TO BE APPO NTED
BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE TO BE APPO NTED BY THE
M NCORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL SERVE
TERMS OF TWO YEARS; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT OF THE MEMBERS FI RST
APPO NTED, THE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS
OF THREE YEARS AND THE REMAI NI NG MEMBERS, APPO NTED BY THE LEGQ SLATI VE
LEADERS, SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS OF TWO YEARS. MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L
SHALL RECElI VE NO COWPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED
THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED I N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R
FUNCTI ONS HEREUNDER.

3. THE COUNCI L SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:

(A) TO PROMOTE THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A COVPREHENSI VE STATEW DE PROGRAM
OF COORDI NATED SERVI CES FOR SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETERANS THAT | NCLUDES: (1)
MATTERS PERTAI NI NG TO EDUCATI ONAL TRAI NIl NG AND RETRAI NI NG SERVI CES AND
FACI LI TIES, (2) HEALTH, MEDI CAL AND REHABI LI TATI ON SERVI CES AND FACI LI -
TIES, (3) EMPLOYMENT AND RE- EMPLOYMENT SERVI CES | NCLUDI NG SVALL BUSI NESS
OPPORTUNI TI ES, (4) HOUSI NG OPTI ONS, (5) TRANSPORTATI ON OPTIONS, (6) LONG
TERM CARE, (7) PERSONAL CARE, (8) DAY PROGRAM SERVICES, (9) FAMLY
OUTREACH AND (10) OTHER ESSENTIAL SERVICES THAT MAXIM ZE EXI STI NG
RESOURCES AND ADM NI STRATI VE MECHANI SMVE5;

(B) TO DI SSEM NATE GENERAL | NFORMATI ON ABQUT AVAI LABLE SERVI CES TO
SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETERANS AND HOW SUCH SERVI CES CAN BE ACCESSED,

(© TO RECEI VE COVPLAI NTS I N MATTERS AFFECTI NG SERVI CE- DI SABLED VETER-
ANS AND TO REFER SUCH COVPLAI NTS TO THE APPROPRI ATE REGULATORY AGENCI ES
VWHERE | T DEEMS NECESSARY OR APPROPRI ATE; AND

(D) TO CONDUCT AN ONGO NG EVALUATI ON OF THE NEEDS OF SERVI CE- DI SABLED
VETERANS.

4. THE COUNCI L SHALL MEET AS NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT | TS FUNCTIONS,
POAERS AND DUTIES, BUT SUCH MEETINGS SHALL OCCUR AT LEAST ONCE EACH
QUARTER. FURTHERMORE, THE COUNCI L SHALL SEEK TO CONSULT W TH THE NETWORK
DI RECTORS OF THE VETERANS | NTEGRATED SERVI CE NETWORKS, VISN 2 AND VI SN
3.

5. THE COUNCIL SHALL PROVI DE A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY ON OR BEFCRE
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SEPTEMBER FIRST OF EACH YEAR BEG NNING IN TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN. SUCH
REPORT SHALL SUMVARI ZE THE COUNCI L' S ACTI VI TY DURI NG THE PREVI QUS FI SCAL
YEAR AND DETAI LI NG LEQ SLATI VE RECOMVENDATI ONS APPROPRI ATE TO EFFECTUATE
THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, AND ANY OTHER RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR | MPROV-
| NG SERVI CE DELI VERY AND COORDI NATI ON, REDUCI NG DUPLI CATI ON AND FRAGVEN-
TATI ON AND FACI LI TATI NG THE MOST EFFI CI ENT USE OF EXI STING RESOURCES.
SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE A PROPOSED AGENDA CONSI STI NG OF SPECI FI C
| SSUES THAT THE COUNCI L PLANS TO ADDRESS DURI NG THE CURRENT FI SCAL YEAR.
S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



