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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 5484 A. 8259
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY

May 11, 2009
I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. W NNER, AUBERTI NE, STACHOWSKI, VALESKY,
YOUNG -- (at request of the Legislative Commi ssion on Rural Resources)

-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to
the Committee on Gties

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A KOON, LIFTON, BACALLES, BURLING --
read once and referred to the Cormittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general city law, the town law, and the village | aw,
inrelation to authorizing the use of nediation in | and use deci sions

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 20 of the general city law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 39 to read as foll ows:

39. TO PROVIDE BY LOCAL LAW FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG
MEDI ATI ON PURSUANT TO GUI DELI NES OF THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH
OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY | TS LEG SLATI VE BODY. WHEN UTI LI ZI NG
SUCH MEDI ATI ON, THE APPLI CANT AND THE LEG SLATIVE BODY NMNAY MJTUALLY
AGREE, IN WRITING TO STAY OR EXTEND THE STATUTORY TI ME PERI ODS FOR
REVI EW OF SUCH APPLI CATI ON, AND SAI D AGREEMENT SHALL SPECI FY THE DATE ON
VWH CH THE STAY OR EXTENSI ON WLL END. THE LEG SLATI VE BODY SHALL MAKE
SUCH WRI TTEN AGREEMENT AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C BY FI LI NG A COPY THEREOF
IN THE CI TY CLERK' S OFFI CE.

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 81-a of the general city law, as added
by chapter 208 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Assistance to the board of appeals. (A) Such board shall have the
authority to call upon any departnent, agency or enployee of the city
for such assistance as shall be deened necessary and as shall be author-
i zed by the legislative body. Such departnent, agency or enployee nay be
rei mbursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such assi stance.

(B) THE ZONI NG BOCARD OF APPEALS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED BY THE LEG SLATI VE
BODY TO PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG MEDI ATI ON AS AN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AID IN FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SI ONS, PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELI NES OF THE
UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE LEQ S-
LATI VE BODY.

S 3. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 27 of the general city
| aw, as anended by chapter 418 of the |laws of 1995, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

b. The planning board may review and neke recomendations on a
proposed city conprehensive plan or anmendnent thereto. In addition, the
pl anning board shall have the full power and authority to make investi -
gations, maps, reports, and recomendations in connection therewith
relating to the planning and devel opnent of the city as it deens desira-
ble, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not exceed the
appropriation provided therefor. THE PLANNI NG BOARD MAY BE AUTHORI ZED
BY THE LEQ SLATI VE BODY TO PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI ND-
| NG MEDI ATI ON AS AN Al D I N FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SI ONS, PURSUANT TO THE
GUI DELI NES OF THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETER-
M NED BY THE LEGQ SLATI VE BODY.

S 4. Section 64 of the town law is anended by addi ng a new subdi vi si on
26 to read as follows:

26. MEDI ATION. |I'S AUTHORI ZED TO PROVI DE BY LOCAL LAWFOR THE USE OF
VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG MEDI ATI ON PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELI NES OF THE
UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE BOARD
VWHEN UTILIZING SUCH MEDIATION, THE APPLI CANT AND THE TOAN BOARD MAY
MUTUALLY AGREE, IN WRI TING TO STAY OR EXTEND THE STATUTORY TI ME PERI ODS
FOR REVI EW OF SUCH APPLI CATI ON, AND SAID AGREEMENT SHALL SPECIFY THE
DATE ON VWH CH THE STAY OR EXTENSI ON WLL END. THE TOMN BOARD SHALL MAKE
SUCH WRI TTEN AGREEMENT AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C BY FI LI NG A COPY THEREOF
IN THE TOMN CLERK' S OFFI CE

S 5. Subdivision 3 of section 267-a of the town |aw, as anended by
chapter 248 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. Assistance to board of appeals. (A) Such board shall have the
authority to call upon any departnent, agency or enpl oyee of the town
for such assistance as shall be deened necessary and as shall be author-
i zed by the town board. Such departnent, agency or enployee nay be reim
bursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such assistance.

(B) THE ZONI NG BOARD OF APPEALS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED BY THE TOMN BOARD TO
PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG MEDI ATION AS AN AID IN
FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SI ONS, PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELI NES OF THE UNI FI ED
COURT SYSTEM OR OTHER SUCH PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE BQARD

S 6. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 271 of the town law, as
anended by chapter 418 of the laws of 1995, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

b. The planning board may review and nake recomendations on a
proposed town conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto. In addition, the
pl anni ng board shall have full power and authority to nake investi-
gations, nmaps, reports and recomendations in connection therewith
relating to the planning and devel opnent of the town as it seens desira-
ble, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not exceed the
appropriation provided therefor. THE PLANNI NG BOARD MAY BE AUTHORI ZED
BY THE TOAMN BOARD TO PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG
MEDI ATI ON AS AN AI D I N FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SIONS, PURSUANT TO THE
GUI DELINES OF THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED
BY THE BOARD.

S 7. Subdivision 3 of section 4-412 of the village lawis anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 14 to read as foll ows:
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(14) MEDIATION. NMAY PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG
MEDI ATI ON PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELI NES OF THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH
OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. WHEN UTI LI ZI NG
SUCH MEDI ATION, THE APPLI CANT AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAY MUTUALLY
AGREE, IN WRITING TO STAY OR EXTEND THE STATUTORY TI ME PERI ODS FOR
REVI EW OF SUCH APPLI CATI ON, AND SAI D AGREEMENT SHALL SPECI FY THE DATE ON
VH CH THE STAY OR EXTENSI ON WLL END. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL MAKE
SUCH WRI TTEN AGREEMENT AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C BY FI LI NG A COPY THEREOF
IN THE VI LLAGE CLERK' S OFFI CE.

S 8. Subdivision 3 of section 7-712-a of the village law, as anended
by chapter 248 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Assistance to board of appeals. (A) Such board shall have the
authority to call upon any departnent, agency or enployee of the village
for such assistance as shall be deened necessary and as shall be author-
ized by the village board of trustees. Such departnent, agency or
enpl oyee may be reinbursed for any expenses incurred as a result of such
assi st ance.

(B) THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED BY THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES TO PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY AND NONBI NDI NG MEDI ATI ON AS
AN AI D I N FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SI ONS, PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELINES OF
THE UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH OTHER PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

S 9. Paragraph b of subdivision 14 of section 7-718 of the wvillage
law, as anended by chapter 418 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read
as foll ows:

b. The planning board may review and nake recomendations on a
proposed village conprehensive plan or anendnent thereto. In addition,
t he planning board shall have the full power and authority to nake
i nvestigations, maps, reports, and reconmendati ons in connection there-
with relating to the planning and devel opnent of the village as it seens
desirable, providing the total expenditures of said board shall not
exceed the appropriation provided therefor. THE PLANNI NG BOARD MAY BE
AUTHORI ZED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF VOLUNTARY
AND NONBI NDI NG MEDIATION AS AN AID IN FOSTERI NG LAND USE DECI SI ONS,
PURSUANT TO THE GUI DELI NES OF THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR SUCH OTHER
PROCEDURE AS DETERM NED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

S 10. This act shall take effect on the first of July in the cal endar
year next succeedi ng the cal endar year in which it shall have becone a
law, and shall not affect any |ocal |aws or ordinances providing for the
nmedi ati on of zoning and pl anni ng deci si ons which were enacted prior to
such effective date.



