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STATE OF NEW YORK

7878
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 28, 2009

Introduced by M of A HOYT, SCHRCEDER -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Devel opnental Disa-
bilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to safety provisions
for enployees of the office of nmental health

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.25 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
two new subdivisions (c) and (d) to read as foll ows:

(O | N ANY OUTPATI ENT PROGRAM STAFFED I N WHOLE OR | N PART BY EMPLOYEES
O THE OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DI RECT THAT NO
EMPLOYEE SHALL BE REQUI RED TO ENTER THE RESIDENCE OF A RECIPIENT OF
SERVICES WHO IS A PERSON WTH SERI OQUS MENTAL | LLNESS AS DEFI NED I N
SUBDI VI SION FIFTY-TWDO OF SECTION 1.03 OF TH'S CHAPTER UNLESS SUCH
EMPLOYEE |S ACCOWAN ED BY AT LEAST ONE OTHER EMPLOYEE OF THE PROGRAM
OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE PERSON. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ALSO DI RECT THAT
ALL SUCH EMPLOYEES SHALL, WHEN THEY ARE REQUI RED TO ENTER THE RESI DENCE
OF A RECI PIENT OF SERVI CES, BE SUPPLIED WTH A WRELESS TELEPHONE OR
COVPARABLE DEVI CE FOR THE PURPOSES OF EMERGENCY COVMUNI CATI ONS.

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DI RECT THAT ALL EMPLOYEES OF THE OFFI CE OF
MENTAL HEALTH SERVI NG AS | NTENSI VE CASE MANAGERS SHALL RECEIVE ANNUAL
TRAINING | N SAFETY AND VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON AND SHALL | NSURE THAT SUCH
TRAI NI NG | S MADE AVAI LABLE BY THE OFFI CE AFTER CONSULTATION WTH THE
EMPLOYEE ORGANI ZATI ONS REPRESENTI NG SUCH EMPLOYEES. FUNDS APPROPRI ATED
TO THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH FOR THE OPERATI ON OF OUTPATI ENT PROGRAMS
SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH TO | NSURE THAT SUFFI -
Cl ENT STAFF SHALL BE EMPLOYED AS | NTENSI VE CASE MANAGERS TO | NSURE THAT
THERE SHALL BE NO FEWER THAN ONE | NTENSI VE CASE MANAGER FOR EACH TWELVE
PERSONS RECEI VI NG SERVI CES OF | NTENSI VE CASE MANAGEMENT; AND I N THE CASE
OF ASSERTI VE COVWMUNI TY TREATMENT TEAMS THE SAME STAFF TO CONSUMER RATI O
SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED. IN THE EVENT ANY SUCH STAFF PCSI TI ONS BECOVE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VACANT, THE COWM SSI ONER AND THE DI VI SION OF BUDGET SHALL CAUSE SUCH
PCOSI TI ONS TO BE PROVPTLY FI LLED I N ORDER TO MAI NTAI N AT LEAST SUCH RATI O
OF STAFF TO RECI PI ENTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



