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AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to exenption from service
as a juror

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 500 of the judiciary |aw, as anended by chapter 86
of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 500. Declaration of policy. It is the policy of this state that al
litigants in the courts of this state entitled to trial by jury shal
have the right to grand and petit juries selected at randomfroma fair
cross-section of the community in the county or other governnental
subdi vision wherein the court convenes; and that all eligible citizens
shall have the opportunity to serve on grand and petit juries in the
courts of this state, and shall have an obligation to serve when
sumoned for that purpose, unless EXEMPTED OR excused.

S 2. Section 509 of the judiciary |law, as anended by chapter 86 of the
| aws of 1995, subdivision (a) as anended by chapter 520 of the [|aws of
1998, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 509. Qualification of jurors. (a) The conm ssioner of jurors shal
deternmine the qualifications of a prospective juror on the basis of
information provided on the juror's qualification questionnaire. The
commi ssioner of jurors may also consider other information including
informati on obtained from public agencies concerning previous crimna
convi ctions. The comm ssioner may require the fingerprinting of al
persons drawn for grand jury service. A record of the persons who are
found not qualified [or who are], EXEMPTED OR excused, and the reasons
therefor, shall be maintained by the comm ssioner of jurors. The county
jury board shall have the power to review any determnation of the
comm ssioner as to qualifications, EXEMPTI ONS and excuses. Such ques-
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tionnaires and records shall be considered confidential and shall not be
di scl osed except to the county jury board or as pernmtted by the appel-
| at e division.

(b) The commissioner may nail to each prospective juror the juror
qual i fication questionnaire AND A LIST OF THE EXEMPTIONS FROM JURY
SERVICE PROVIDED FOR IN THI S ARTICLE. The person to whomthe question-
naire is nailed shall conplete and sign it and return it to the conmm s-
sioner wthin ten days of mailing. If the questionnaire has not been
returned or properly conpleted, or if the conm ssioner otherw se deter-
m nes that a personal interviewis required, the comm ssioner may sunmon
the prospective juror to appear before himor her for the purpose of
filling out the questionnaire or being exam ned as to his or her conpe-
tence, qualifications, eligibility and liability to serve as a juror AND
TO PRESENT CLAI M5 FOR EXEMPTI ONS. Such person shall not be entitled to
any fee or mleage when respondi ng for such purpose. The summobns may be
served personally or by leaving it at the person's residence or place of
business with a person of suitable age and discretion, or by mail. If
served personally or by substitution the sumons shall require the
person sumoned to attend not Iess than five days after service. If
served by mail the sunmons shall require the person sumoned to attend
not | ess than eight days after mailing.

S 3. The judiciary law is anended by adding a new section 512 to read
as foll ows:

S 512. EXEMPTIONS. (A) UPON CLAI M NG EXEMPTI ONS THEREFROM A POLI CE
OFFI CER, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1.20 OF THE CRIM NAL PROCEDURE LAW A
MEMBER OF A FI RE COMPANY OR DEPARTMENT DULY ORGANI ZED ACCORDI NG TO THE
LAWS OF THE STATE OR ANY POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON THEREOF AND PERFORM NG
DUTIES THEREIN, OR AN EXEMPT VOLUNTEER FI REMAN, AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON
TWO HUNDRED OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW | S EXEMPT FROM SERVICE AS A
JUROR.

(B) A PERSON CLAI M NG TO BE EXEMPT FROM JURY SERVI CE PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON SHALL FILE WTH THE COW SSIONER OF JURORS AN AFFIDAVIT, A
CERTI FI CATE OR A QUESTI ONNAI RE AS REQUI RED BY SUCH COWM SSI ONER, STATI NG
THE FACTS ENTI TLI NG AN EXEMPTI ON. | F A PERSON CLAI M5 AN EXEMPTI ON AND | T
IS NOT CGRANTED, THE CLAI M MAY BE PRESENTED TO THE COURT WHEN DRAWN FOR
JURY SERVI CE OR SUCH PERSON MAY SEEK TO HAVE SUCH REFUSAL REVIEWED |IN
THE MANNER PROVI DED BY ARTI CLE SEVENTY-EI GHT OF THE Cl VI L PRACTI CE LAW
AND RULES.

S 4. Section 518 of the judiciary |law, as anended by chapter 86 of the
| aws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 518. Discharge by the court. The court shall discharge a person from
serving as a trial or a grand juror whenever it satisfactorily appears
that he or she is not qualified OR CLAIMS THE BENEFI T OF THE EXEMPTI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



