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and referred to the Commttee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring an
operator of a notor vehicle approaching stationary energency vehi cl es,
tow or recovery trucks, or highway mai ntenance vehicles on the roadway
to switch I anes or reduce the speed of a notor vehicle

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision (b) of section 1144 of the vehicle and traffic
law, as anended by chapter 300 of the |aws of 1960, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(b) THE OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE APPROACHI NG A STATI ONARY  AUTHOR-
| ZED EMERGENCY VEH CLE THAT DI SPLAYS FLASHI NG YELLOW AMBER, VWH TE, RED
OR BLUE LI GHTS, OR A STATI ONARY TOW VEHI CLE OR A RECOVERY VEH CLE THAT
DI SPLAYS FLASH NG LI GHTS WH LE PERFORM NG A RECOVERY OR LOADI NG ON THE
ROADSI DE, OR A STATI ONARY H GHWAY MAI NTENANCE VEHI CLE THAT DI SPLAYS
FLASHI NG LIGHTS, SHALL APPROACH SUCH EMERGENCY VEH CLE, TOW VEH CLE,
RECOVERY VEH CLE OR HI GHWAY MAI NTENANCE VEHICLE W TH DUE CAUTION AND
SHALL, ABSENT ANY OTHER DI RECTI ON BY A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER, PROCEED
AS FOLLOWS:

(1) I'F EXI STI NG SAFETY AND TRAFFIC CONDITIONS PERM T, MAKE A LANE
CHANGE | NTO A LANE NOT ADJACENT TO SUCH VEHI CLES; OR

(2) | F A LANE CHANGE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH ONE OF THI'S SUBDIVISION | S
NOT PCSSI BLE, REDUCE THE SPEED OF SUCH MOTOR VEH CLE TO A REASONABLE AND
PROPER SPEED FOR EXI STI NG ROAD AND TRAFFIC CONDI TIONS, AND SHALL BE
PREPARED TO STOP SUCH MOTOR VEH CLE.

VIOLATION OF THI'S SUBDI VISION SHALL BE PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE NOT TO
EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE FIRST VIOLATION AND FIVE HUNDRED
DOLLARS FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT VI OLATIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(C This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an author-

i zed

al |
S

have

energency vehicle fromthe duty to drive with reasonable care for
persons using the highway.

2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
becone a | aw.



