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Introduced by M of A KELLNER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Energy

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the collection of
charges for residential utility service deened to be rent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby
finds that deem ng by owners of charges to residential tenants for el ec-
tric service to be rent is not inthe public interest and should be
pr ohi bi t ed.

S 2. Section 75 of the public service lawis anended to read as
fol | ows:

S 75. Defense in case of excessive charges for gas or electricity OR
CHARGES FOR RESIDENTIAL UTILITY SERVICE DEEMED TO BE RENT. If it be
al | eged and established in an action OR PROCEEDI NG brought in any court
for the collection of any charge for gas or electricity OR FOR
POSSESSI ON OF REAL PROPERTY BY REASON OF UNPAI D CHARGES CLAI MED BY THE
OMER OR H'S AGENT FOR UTILITY SERVICE, that a price has been denmanded
in excess of that fixed by the comm ssion or by statute in the munici-
pality wherein the action arose, OR THAT CHARGES FOR UTILITY SERVICE TO
ANY RESIDENTI AL TENANT ARE DEEMED TO BE RENT UNDER THE TERMS OF ANY
ARRANGEMENT OR AGREEMENT RELATI NG TO RENTAL OF RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY, no
recovery shall be had therein, but the fact that such excessive charges
have been nmade OR THAT CHARGES FOR UTI LI TY SERVI CE FOR RESI DENTI AL USE
ARE DEEMED TO BE RENT shall be a conpl ete defense to such action.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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