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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, WEI SENBERG COOK, PAULIN, SALADI NO
JAFFEE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A DINONTZ, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER
MAYERSOHN, PHEFFER, THI ELE -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohi biting the rel ease of certain balloons

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
release of large quantities of heliumfilled balloons result in litter
on | and and at sea; that sea mammals and other narine life die upon
ingesting deflated balloons; that growi ng public awareness concerning
pol lution has had the salutary effect of causing the cancellation of
several cel ebratory and pronotional |aunches of balloons; and that plac-
ing statutory limtations on the quantity of balloons that nay be
| aunched will reduce litter and protect the ocean environnent, and is in
the public interest.

S 2. The environnental conservation |aw is anended by adding two new
sections 11-0331 and 71-0929 to read as foll ows:

S 11-0331. RELEASE OF CERTAI N BALLOONS PROHI BI TED.

1. NO BUSINESS, FIRM CORPORATI ON OR ASSCOCI ATI ON SHALL KNOW NGAY OR
| NTENTI ONALLY RELEASE OR CAUSE TO BE RELEASED AT ANY SINGLE OUTDOOR
CELEBRATI ON, PROMOTI ONAL ACTIVITY, SPORTI NG OR OTHER PUBLI C EVENT W THI N
A TWENTY- FOUR HOUR PERI OD MORE THAN TVENTY- FI VE BALLOONS FI LLED W TH
HELI UM OR OTHER SUBSTANCE WHI CH CAUSES THE BALLOON TO RISE OR FLOAT |IN
THE ATMOSPHERE. THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO

(A) BALLOONS VWHICH ARE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYI NG SCI ENTI FI C
| NSTRUVENTATI ON DURI NG THE PERFORMANCE OF AN EXPERIMENT OR TESTI NG
PROCEDURE OR BY A PERSON ON BEHALF OF A GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY OR PURSUANT
TO A GOVERNMENTAL CONTRACT FOR SCI ENTI FI C OR METEOROLOG CAL PURPCSES;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) HOT Al R BALLOONS THAT ARE RECOVERED AFTER LAUNCHI NG

(C) BALLOONS RELEASED | NDOORS.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI'S SECTI ON, NO BUSI NESS, FI RM
CORPORATI ON, OR ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL KNOW NGLY OR | NTENTI ONALLY CAUSE TO BE
RELEASE ANY BALLOONS | F SUCH BALLOONS:

(A) ARE MADE FROM METALLIZED NYLON, METALLIZED PLASTIC, OR ANY
FO L- LI KE SUBSTANCE; OR

(B) HAVE ANY STRI NGS, RIBBONS, OR OTHER MATERI ALS ATTACHED TO THEM
S 71-0929. ENFORCEMENT OF SECTION 11-0331 OF TH S CHAPTER.

ANY VI OLATI ON OF SECTION 11-0331 OF THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE PUN SHABLE
BY A CIVIL PENALTY OF TEN DOLLARS FOR EACH BALLOON RELEASED | N EXCESS OF
THE LIMTS SET FORTH IN SUCH SECTION, NOT TO EXCEED FI FTY THOUSAND
DOLLARS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a Ilaw, provided, however,
that effective i mediately, the addition, anmendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of the foregoing
sections of this act on their effective date is authorized and directed
to be nade and conpleted on or before such effective date.



