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STATE OF NEW YORK

7050
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 19, 2009

Introduced by M of A BALL -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to activities of judicial
candi dat es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 23 and sections 860 and 861 of the judiciary |aw,
as renunbered by chapter 840 of the |aws of 1983, are renunbered article
24 and sections 870 and 871, and a new article 23 is added to read as
fol | ows:

ARTI CLE 23
ACTIVITIES OF A JUDI Cl AL CANDI DATE
SECTI ON 860. LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
861. ACTI VI TI ES PROCHI BI TED.
862. ACTI VI TI ES NOT CONDONED.
863. LI M TATI ONS ON POLI TI CAL ACTI VI TY.
864. EFFECT OF REVI SION OF JUDI Cl AL SELECTI ON METHOD.
865. CAMPAI GN CONTRI BUTI ON AND EXPENSE; REPORTI NG

S 860. LEGQ SLATIVE |INTENT. THE LEGQ SLATURE FINDS THAT A JUDI Cl AL
OFFICE IS A NONPARTI SAN OFFICE, AND A CANDI DATE FOR ELECTION OR
RETENTI ON THERETO | S PROHI BI TED FROM CAMPAI GNI NG OR QUALI FYI NG FOR SUCH
AN OFFI CE BASED ON PARTY AFFI LI ATION. TO I NSURE THAT SUCH CAMPAI GNS FOR
ELECTI ON OR RETENTI ON ARE CONDUCTED ON A NONPARTI SAN BASI S, THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE WANTS THE ELECTI ON LAW TO | MPOSE CERTAI N RESTRI CTI ONS ON THE ACTI V-
ITTES OF A JUDI CIAL CANDI DATE TO I NSULATE HH M OR HER FROM POLI TI CAL
PARTI ES.

S 861. ACTIVITIES PROH Bl TED. A CANDI DATE FOR JUDI Cl AL OFFICE SHALL
NOT:

1. PARTI CI PATE I N ANY PARTI SAN POLI TI CAL PARTY ACTI VI TI ES, EXCEPT THAT

SUCH CANDI DATE MAY REG STER TO VOTE AS A MEMBER OF ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND MAY VOTE I N ANY PARTY PRI MARY FOR CANDI DATES FOR NOM NATION OF THE
PARTY IN WHICH HE OR SHE | S REG STERED TO VOTE.

2. CAWVPAI GN AS A MEMBER OF ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY.

3. PUBLICLY REPRESENT OR ADVERTI SE H MSELF OR HERSELF AS A MEMBER OF
ANY PCLI TI CAL PARTY.

ENDORSE ANY CANDI DATE.

MAKE POLI TI CAL SPEECHES OTHER THAN ON HI S OR HER BEHALF.
MAKE CONTRI BUTI ONS TO PCLI TI CAL PARTY FUNDS.

ACCEPT CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY.

SOLICI' T CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY.

ACCEPT OR RETAIN A PLACE ON ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY COW TTEE.

10. MAKE ANY CONTRI BUTI ON TO ANY PERSQON, GROUP OR ORGANI ZATION FOR I TS
ENDORSEMENT TO JUDI CI AL OFFI CE.

11. AGREE TO PAY ALL OR ANY PART OF ANY ADVERTI SEMENT SPONSORED BY ANY
PERSQON, GROUP OR ORGANI ZATI ON WHEREI N THE CANDI DATE MAY BE ENDORSED FOR
JUDI Cl AL OFFI CE BY ANY SUCH PERSQON, GROUP OR ORGANI ZATI ON.

12. IN ADDI TION TO THE ABOVE, POLI TI CAL PARTI ES AND PARTI SAN PQOLI -
TI CAL GROUPS, |.E., THOSE ASSCCI ATED W TH A PARTI CULAR POLI TI CAL PARTY
OR CANDI DATE, ARE PRCH Bl TED FROM ENDCRSI NG SUPPORTI NG OR ASSI STI NG ANY
JUDI Cl AL CANDI DATE.

A VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A M SDEMEANCOR.

S 862. ACTIVITIES NOT CONDONED. A JUDGE OR A CANDI DATE FOR ELECTION TO
JUDI Cl AL OFFI CE SHOULD NOT:

1. ACT AS A LEADER OR HOLD ANY OFFI CE IN A POLI TI CAL ORGANI ZATI ON;

2. MAKE SPEECHES FOR A PCLI TI CAL ORGANI ZATI ON OR CANDI DATE, OR PUBLI G-
LY ENDORSE A CANDI DATE FOR A PUBLI C OFFI CE;

3. SOLICT FUNDS FOR, PAY AN ASSESSMENT OR MAKE A CONTRI BUTION TO A
PCLI TI CAL ORGANI ZATI ON OR CANDI DATE, OR PURCHASE TI CKETS FOR POLI TI CAL
PARTY DI NNERS OR OTHER FUNCTI ONS;

4. PARTI Cl PATE | N ANY ACTIVITY THAT HAS ANY RELATI ONSH P WHATSCEVER TO
A POLITICAL PARTY; HOANEVER, HE OR SHE MAY CAMPAIGN ON H'S OR HER OMN
BEHALF AND MAY SPEAK AT MEETI NGS OF PARTY EXECUTI VE COW TTEES, RALLIES
AND OTHER POLI Tl CAL GATHERI NGS, AND NMAY ATTEND AND SPEAK AT MEETI NGS OF
PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES OR ANY PARTI SAN ORGANI ZATI ON. CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN TO
I NSURE THAT ANY APPEARANCE BY A JUDI Cl AL CANDI DATE IS ALSO AVAI LABLE TO
ALL OTHER SUCH CANDI DATES AND THAT THE ORGANI ZATION IS NOT' COLLECTI VELY
SUPPCORTI NG ANY PARTI CULAR JUDI CI AL CANDI DATES. IT IS ALSO ADVI SABLE THAT
ANY APPEARANCES BEFORE PARTI SAN GROUPS BY JUDI Cl AL CANDI DATES BE SEPA-
RATE FROM THOSE BY PARTI SAN CANDI DATES.

A VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A VI CLATI ON.

S 863. LIMTATIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 1. NO POLITICAL PARTY OR
PARTI SAN POLI TI CAL  ORGANI ZATI ON  SHALL ENDCRSE, SUPPORT OR ASSI ST ANY
CANDI DATE I N A CAMPAI GN FOR ELECTI ON TO JUDI CI AL OFFI CE.

2. ANY PERSON WHO KNOW NGLY, I N AN | NDI VI DUAL CAPACI TY OR AS AN OFFI -
CER OF AN ORGANI ZATI ON, VI CLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THIS SECTION IS GUI L-
TY OF A M SDEMEANCR.

S 864. EFFECT OF REVISION OF JUDIClI AL SELECTI ON METHOD. NO JUDGE
ELECTED PRI OR TO OR AT THE ELECTI ON THAT APPROVES ANY REVISION TO THE
SELECTI ON OF JUDGESHI PS SHALL BE AFFECTED IN H'S OR HER CURRENT TERM OF
OFFI CE. ANY JUDGE W SHI NG TO APPLY FOR A SUBSEQUENT TERM WLL BE
ELECTED OR RETAI NED PURSUANT TO THE METHOD OF ELECTI ON OR SELECTI ON AND
RETENTI ON OF JUDGES I N EFFECT AS SET BY THE ABOVE JUDI CI AL ELECTI ON
PROCESSES.

S 865. CAMPAI GN CONTRI BUTI ON AND EXPENSE; REPCRTI NG 1. A CANDI DATE
FOR JUDI Cl AL OFFI CE MAY ACCEPT CONTRI BUTI ONS AND MAY [|INCUR ONLY SUCH
EXPENSES AS ARE AUTHORI ZED BY LAW EACH SUCH CANDI DATE SHALL KEEP AN
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ACCURATE RECORD OF HI'S OR HER CONTRI BUTI ONS AND EXPENSES, AND SHALL FILE
REPORTS PURSUANT TO CURRENT STANDARDS.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ARTI CLE, A CANDI DATE
FOR RE- ELECTION AS A JUSTICE OR A JUDGE WHO HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY
CONTRI BUTION  OR MADE ANY EXPENDI TURE MAY FILE A SWORN STATEMENT AT THE
TI ME OF QUALI FYI NG THAT HE OR SHE DOES NOT ANTI Cl PATE RECEI VI NG CONTRI B-
UTI ONS OR MAKI NG EXPENDI TURES | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE CANDI DACY FOR RE- E-
LECTI ON TO OFFI CE. SUCH CANDI DATE SHALL FILE A FI NAL REPORT W THI N NI NE-
TY DAYS FOLLOW NG THE GENERAL ELECTION FOR WHICH THE CANDI DATE'S NAME
APPEARED ON THE BALLOT FOR RE- ELECTI ON. ANY SUCH CANDI DATE FOR RE- ELEC-
TION TO JUDI Cl AL OFFI CE WHO, AFTER FI LI NG A STATEMENT PURSUANT TO THI'S
SUBDI VI SI ON, RECEIVES ANY CONTRIBUTION OR MAKES ANY EXPENDI TURE I N
CONNECTI ON W TH THE CANDI DACY FOR RE- ELECTI ON SHALL | MVEDI ATELY FILE A
STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



