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       Introduced by M. of A. HOYT, JAFFEE, JORDAN -- read once and referred to
         the  Committee  on  Local  Governments  --  reported  from  committee,
         advanced to a third reading, amended and ordered reprinted,  retaining
         its place on the order of third reading

       AN  ACT to direct the law revision commission to make recommendations to
         the legislature concerning proposed revisions to the general city law,
         the town law, the county law, the village law, the  general  municipal
         law, the local finance law and any related statutes

         THE  PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND ASSEM-
       BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

    1    Section 1. The legislature hereby finds and  declares  it  to  be  the
    2  policy of the state that the present statutory structure of general laws
    3  that  relate  to local government have evolved in a disorganized manner,
    4  contain overlapping statutory provisions,  contain  outdated  provisions
    5  that fail to meet the needs and goals presented by the challenges of the
    6  twenty-first  century and that there is a need for a new state policy on
    7  local government organization. The last  time  any  general  law  as  it
    8  relates  to  local government was completely revised was the village law
    9  in 1972. The budgetary pressures placed on all forms of local government
   10  require a revision of the general powers that relate to the delivery  of
   11  services to their citizens in a fair and financially responsible manner.
   12  In  addition,  the body of general laws that relate to local government,
   13  including but not limited to, the general city law, the  town  law,  the
   14  county  law,  the  village  law, the general municipal law and the local
   15  finance law, is, in many instances, confusing to local  public  officers
   16  and the citizens of the state and contrary to the principles of simplic-
   17  ity, ease of administration, fairness and equity.
   18    S 2. The law revision commission is hereby directed to:
   19    (a)  review  all  the general laws that relate to local government and
   20  the way they are administered to determine  the  effectiveness  of  such
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    1  laws  in  achieving  state  policy  goals,  within the parameters of the
    2  municipal home rule law, and to further review such laws to achieve  the
    3  objectives  of  simplicity, ease of administration, fairness and equity;
    4  and
    5    (b) make recommendations to the legislature for such action, including
    6  proposed revision of such laws, as it determines is appropriate.
    7    S  3.  The law revision commission shall make a report to the governor
    8  and the legislature of its findings, conclusions, and recommendations no
    9  later than December 1, 2011, and  shall  submit  with  its  report  such
   10  legislative proposals as it deems necessary to implement its reports.
   11    S  4.  This  act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
   12  have become a law.


