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STATE OF NEW YORK

6851
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A CAMARA -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "teachers
for at-risk schools act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "teachers for at-risk schools act".

S 2. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby finds that:

(a) schools in high-poverty areas enploy fewer well-qualified teachers
than schools in nore affluent areas;

(b) teachers can nake an enornous difference in children's |ives, and
the best teachers are needed to neet the enornous challenges in at-risk
school s; and

(c) financial incentives bring high-quality teachers to high-poverty
areas where they are nost needed.

The | egi sl ature hereby enacts this act to inprove the quality of
education in at-risk schools.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 3613 to read
as foll ows:

S 3613. TEACHERS FOR AT-RISK SCHOOLS. 1. IN ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER
STATE Al D PROVI DED TO A SCHOOL DI STRI CT PURSUANT TO THI' S ARTI CLE, THERE
SHALL BE PAID BY THE DEPARTMENT TO EACH CLASSROOM TEACHER A BONUS, NOT
TO EXCEED TWD THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR, EQUAL TO THE BONUS PAI D TO SUCH
TEACHER BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT EMPLOYI NG THE TEACHER, WHEN SUCH CLASS-
ROOM TEACHER

A. TEACHES IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT IS A LOW PERFORM NG SCHOOL, AS
DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON THI RTY- SI X HUNDRED TWELVE OF THI S
PART, OR I N WH CH MORE THAN SEVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE STUDENTS QUALI FY
FOR FREE OR SUBSI DI ZED SCHOOL LUNCHES; AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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B. 1S A NATI ONAL BOARD CERTI FI ED TEACHER, HOLDS A MASTER S OR DOCTOR-
ATE DEGREE | N EDUCATI ON OR I N THE SUBJECT THEY TEACH, OR GRADUATED FROM
AN | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON W TH A GRADE PO NT AVERAGE OF 3.5 OR
H GHER ON A 4.0 SCALE OR | TS EQUI VALENT.

2. THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT EMPLOYI NG ANY TEACHER RECEI VI NG A BONUS PURSU-
ANT TO SUBDI VISION ONE OF THI'S SECTION SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
PAYMENT OF ANY | NCREASE | N THE BENEFI T COSTS ATTRI BUTABLE TO SUCH BONUS.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



