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CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi hg an anendnent to the constitution, in relation to providing for
initiative and referendum petitions for electors

Section 1. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That article 20 of the
constitution be renunbered article 21 and a new article 20 be added to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE XX
| NI TI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM

LEQ SLATI VE PONER SHALL BE VESTED | N THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, BUT THE
PEOPLE RESERVE TO THEMSELVES THE PONER TO PROPOSE LAWS AND AMENDVENTS TO
THE CONSTITUTION AND TO ADOPT OR REJECT THEM AT THE POLLS | F AFTER
SUBM TTI NG THE SAME ACCORDING TO THE METHOD PROVIDED HEREIN TO THE
LEA SLATURE THAT BODY FAILS TO TAKE PCSI TI VE ACTI ON, AND ALSO RESERVE
THE PONER, AT THEIR OMN OPTION, TO SO ADOPT OR REJECT ANY ACT, OR
SECTION OR PART OF ANY ACT, PASSED BY THE LEQ SLATURE. THESE RESERVED
POVNERS ARE THE | NI TI ATI VE AND REFERENDUM

SECTION 1. AN | NI TI ATI VE OR REFERENDUM PETI TION SHALL SET FORTH THE
FULL TEXT OF THE LAW OR AMENDMVENT, HEREI NAFTER DESI GNATED AS THE MEAS-
URE, WHI CH | S PROPOSED BY THE PETI TI ON.

S 2. (A ANINTIATIVE | S THE PONER OF THE ELECTORS TO PROPOSE AMEND-
MENTS TO THE CONSTI TUTION AND TO PROPOCSE LAWS AND TO ADOPT OR REJECT
THEM

(B) A REFERENDUM | S THE PONER OF THE ELECTORS TO APPROVE OR REJECT
LAWS OR PARTS OF LAWS, EXCEPT LAWS CALLI NG ELECTI ONS; PROVI DED, HOWEVER,
THE EXCEPTI ON CONTAI NED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT BE | NTERPRETED OR
HELD TO RESTRI CT ANY POVNERS GRANTED TO THE ELECTORS IN SUBDI VISION (A)
OF TH' S SECTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD89117-01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 6816 2

S 3. NO INTIATIVE OR REFERENDUM MEASURE MAY BE PROPCSED WHICH | S
BEYOND THE REACH OF THE STATE LEG SLATURE | TSELF; OR THE OPERATION OF
VWHCH IS RESTRICTED TO A PARTICULAR TOM, CITY, OR OTHER PCLI TI CAL
SUBDI VI SI ON WHI CH IS NOT' STATEW DE; OR NAM NG ANY PERSON TO HOLD PUBLIC
OFFI CE; OR ABOLI SHIE NG A STATE AGENCY; OR APPROPRI ATI NG SPECI FI C SUMs OF
MONEY FROM THE TREASURY.

S 4. AN INITIATIVE OR REFERENDUM MEASURE EMBRACING MORE THAN ONE
SUBJECT MAY NOI' BE SUBM TTED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL NOR HAVE ANY
EFFECT.

S 5. AN INITIATI VE OR REFERENDUM PETI TION SHALL BE PROPOSED BY AT
LEAST TWO HUNDRED FI FTY SPONSORS WHO ARE REGQ STERED VOTERS | N THE STATE
OF NEW YORK. ONE SPONSOR SHALL BE DESI GNATED CHAI RPERSON BY THE PETI -
TIONING COW TTEE AND SHALL REPRESENT THE COMM TTEE. NO SOONER THAN
JANUARY FI RST OF THE YEAR PRECEDI NG THE CONVENING OF THE LEGQ SLATIVE
SESSION IN WH CH THE MEASURE W LL BE | NTRODUCED, THE PROPCSAL SHALL BE
SUBM TTED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHALL RENDER AN
OPINNON AS TO | TS CONSTITUTI ONALITY I'F A STATUTE, OR I TS EFFECT UPON
OTHER PROVI SI ONS OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON | F AN AMENDMENT AND ALSO RENDER HI S
OR HER ADVI CE AS TO THE FORM OF THE PROPOSED MEASURE AND AS TO I TS SUI T-
ABI LI'TY TO ACCOWPLI SH | TS PURPOSE. HE OR SHE SHALL ALSO CERTI FY THAT THE
MEASURE | S NOT SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME | N CONTENT OR | NTENT AS ANY MEAS-
URE WH CH HAS BEEN QUALI FI ED FOR SUBM TTAL TO THE VOTERS | N LI KE MANNER
AT EI THER OF THE TWO PRECEDI NG Bl ENNI AL STATE ELECTIONS, AND THAT |IT
CONTAINS ONLY SUBJECTS NOI' EXCLUDED FROM THE POPULAR | NI TI ATI VE OR
REFERENDUM THE ATTORNEY CGENERAL'S DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE MADE WTHI N
TH RTY DAYS AFTER RECElI PT OF SAME. THE MEASURE SHALL THEN BE SUBM TTED
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR APPROVAL OF FORM AND PREPARATION OF A
PETI TION TITLE REPRESENTI NG THE | NTENT OF THE PROPCSAL. THE SECRETARY
OF STATE SHALL PREPARE, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE
SPONSORI NG COWM TTEE, AN UNBI ASED, NON- ARGUVENTATI VE SUMVARY OF THE
PROPOSAL NOT TO EXCEED ONE HUNDRED WORDS VWHI CH SHALL APPEAR ON THE
PETI TIONS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PROVI DE BLANKS CONTAI NI NG THE
SUMVARY OF THE PROPOSED MEASURE FOR THE USE OF SUBSEQUENT S| GNERS.
ACTION BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL BE COVPLETED W THI N THI RTY DAYS
OF RECEI PT OF THE PETI TI ON FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

S 6. THE PETI TI ONI NG COW TTEE ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
Cl RCULATION OF THE PETITIONS. ONLY REG STERED VOTERS OF NEW YORK STATE
MAY CARRY OR SI GN PETI TI ONS. PETI TI ON BEARERS SHALL CARRY A COPY OF THE
FULL TEXT OF THE I NI TI ATI VE OR REFERENDUM PETI TI ONS SHALL BE Cl RCULATED
TO OBTAIN S| GNATURES OF ELECTORS EQUAL | N NUMBER TO SI X PERCENT OF THE
ELECTORS WHO VOTED FOR GOVERNOR | N THE LAST GUBERNATORI AL ELECTION |IF
THE MEASURE 1S A STATUTE, OR EI GHT PERCENT | F THE MEASURE AMENDS THE
CONSTI TUTI ON.  NO MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE REQUI RED NUMBER OF S| GNA-
TURES SHALL COME FROM ANY ONE COUNTY OF THE STATE. THE PETITIONS SHALL
BE FILED WTH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AT LEAST TEN DAYS BEFORE THE LEG S-
LATURE CONVENES AT THE BEG NNI NG OF | TS ANNUAL SESSI ON. THE SECRETARY OF
STATE SHALL SUBM T THE MEASURE TO BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE W THI N
TH RTY DAYS OF RECElI PT OF SAME, FOLLOW NG CERTI FI CATI ON OF SI GNATURES | N
A LI KE MANNER AS EMPLOYED I N CERTI FYI NG THOSE OF AN | NDEPENDENT CANDI -
DATE FOR STATEWDE OFFI CE. THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL PROVI DE THE MANNER I N
VWH CH PETI TI ONS SHALL BE CI RCULATED, PRESENTED AND CERTI FI ED, AND MEAS-
URES SUBM TTED TO THE ELECTORS W THI N A TWD YEAR PASSAGE OF TH S AMEND-
MENT TO THE CONSTI TUTI ON.

S 7. IF THE MEASURE | NTROCDUCED BY | NI TI ATI VE OR REFERENDUM | S A STAT-
UTE AND IS PASSED BY BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE AND APPROVED BY THE
GOVERNCOR | T SHALL BECOMVE A LAW HOWEVER, THE GOVERNOR MAY VETO THE MEAS-
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URE. BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE MUST PASS THE MEASURE WTHI N SI X
MONTHS AFTER RECEI PT OF THE MEASURE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR OVER-
RI DE A GUBERNATORI AL VETO OF THE MEASURE W THIN THE SAME TI ME PERI OD. |F
THE LEGQ SLATURE FAILS TO DO SO THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL SUBM T THE
MEASURE TO THE VOTERS AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION IF SUCH SUBM SSI ON
SHALL BE DEMANDED BY A SUPPLEMENTARY PETI TI ON CERTI FI ED TO HAVE BEEN
SI GNED BY ELECTORS | N EQUAL NUVBER TO ONE PER CENTUM OF THE NUMBER OF
VOTES CAST FOR ALL CANDI DATES FOR GOVERNOR AT THE LAST GUBERNATORI AL
ELECTI ON AND FI LED W TH THE SECRETARY OF STATE W THI N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY
DAYS AFTER SUCH PROPCSED LAW OR REFERENDUM SHALL HAVE BEEN REJECTED OR
PASSED | N AN AMENDED FORM BY THE LEG SLATURE OR AFTER THE EXPI RATI ON OF
SUCH TERM OF FOUR MONTHS, | F NO ACTI ON HAS BEEN TAKEN THEREON. NO ELEC
TOR SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM SI GNI NG SUCH SUPPLEMENTARY PETI TI ON BY
REASON OF HAVI NG FI RST SI GNED THE PETI TI ON AS HEREI NBEFORE PROVIDED I N
THIS SECTION. | F THE MEASURE | S AMENDED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE AND PASSES
BOTH HOUSES BOTH THE AMENDED MEASURE AND THE ORI G NAL MEASURE SHALL BE
PUT ON THE BALLOT. THE ELECTORS MAY CHOOSE ONE OR REJECT BOTH.

S 8. IF THE MEASURE |'S A CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENT | T SHALL BE SUBM T-
TED TO THE LEGQ SLATURE FOR PASSAGE. | F THE MEASURE FAI LS TO PASS ElI THER
HOUSE OF THE LEG SLATURE IN I TS ORIA NAL FORM | N THE TWO YEAR TERM IN
VHICH IT IS FIRST INTRODUCED, OR, |F THE MEASURE IN I TS ORI G NAL FORM
FAI LS TO PASS El THER HOUSE OF THE NEXT SEPARATELY ELECTED LEGQ SLATURE I N
El THER YEAR OF | TS TWO YEAR TERM AFTER HAVI NG BEEN PASSED BY THE PREVI -
OQUSLY ELECTED LEQ SLATURE, THE PETI TI ONI NG COMM TTEE SHALL PRESENT TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE W THI N NI NETY DAYS OF A NEGATI VE VOTE OF ElITHER
HOUSE ON THE PROPOSED MEASURE OR UPON ADJOURNMVENT W THOUT ACTI ON ON THE
PROPCSED MEASURE AN ADDI TI ONAL NUMBER OF SI GNATURES, WHICH NMAY OR MAY
NOT BE DUPLI CATES OF THE SI GNATURES ON THE ORI G NAL PETI TI ON, EQUAL TO
FOUR PERCENT OF THOSE VOTI NG IN THE LAST GUBERNATORI AL ELECTI ON, W TH NO
MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THESE COM NG FROM ANY ONE COUNTY OF THE STATE.
UPON RECEI PT OF THE ADDI TI ONAL SI GNATURES THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL
HAVE FI FTEEN DAYS TO CERTIFY THEIR VALID TY. HE OR SHE SHALL THEN SUBM T
THE MEASURE TO THE VOTERS AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON, PROVI DED THAT
THE SAID ELECTION IS TO BE HELD MORE THAN FOUR WEEKS FOLLOW NG FI LI NG OF
THE ADDI TI ONAL SI GNATURES TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

S 9. INITIATI VE AND REFERENDUM MEASURES MAY NOT BE REPEALED BY THE
LEG SLATURE FOR A PERIOD OF TWD YEARS EXCEPT BY A TWD THI RDS VOTE OF
BOTH HOUSES OR UNLESS SUCH LAW OR REFERENDUM PERM TS AMENDVENT OR REPEAL
SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE ELECTORS OR W THOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE
ELECTORS.

S 10. IF IN THE OPI NION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, ANY TWO | NI TI ATI VE OR
REFERENDUM MEASURES APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE I N THE SAME ELECTI ON ARE I N
CONFLI CT, THE ONE HAVI NG THE H GHER NUMBER OF AFFI RMATI VE VOTES AT SUCH
ELECTI ON SHALL GOVERN. A CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT  APPROVED AT ANY
ELECTI ON SHALL GOVERN ANY LAW APPROVED AT THE SAME ELECTI ON.

S 11. AN I NI TI ATI VE OR REFERENDUM MEASURE APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF
THE VOTES CAST THEREON SHALL TAKE EFFECT ONE DAY AFTER THE DATE OF THE
CANVASS OF SUCH VOTE BECOVES OFFI Cl AL UNLESS THE MEASURE PROVI DES
OTHERW SE.

S 2. Resolved (if the Senate concur), That the foregoi ng amendnment be
referred to the first regular legislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the «constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the tinme of such el ection.



