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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 11, 2009

Introduced by M of AL MLLER -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Heal th

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to establishing
certain requirements for hospital discharge plans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
2803-s to read as foll ows:

S 2803-S. GENERAL HOSPI TAL DISCHARGE FORM 1. IN ADDITION TO THE
REQUI REMENTS FOR THE DI SCHARGE OF A PATIENT SET FORTH | N SECTI ON TVEEN-
TY-El GHT HUNDRED THREE-I OF THHS ARTICLE OR IN ANY OTHER LAW THE
REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY TO ALL | N- PATI ENT AND
OUT- PATI ENT DI SCHARGES. THE PURPOSE OF THI'S SECTION | S TO RECOGNI ZE THAT
RECOVERY MAY CONTI NUE FOLLOW NG DI SCHARGE AND TO ADEQUATELY | NFORM THE
PATI ENT AS TO WHAT TO EXPECT DURI NG SUCH TIME TO ENSURE THAT PROPER
PRECAUTI ONS ARE TAKEN I N ALL STAGES OF RECOVERY.

2. UPON DI SCHARGE, A GENERAL HOSPI TAL MUST PROVI DE THE PATIENT WTH A
DI SCHARGE FORM WHI CH CLEARLY AND CONCI SELY | NDI CATES TO THE PATI ENT WHEN
| T IS NECESSARY THAT HE OR SHE SEEK FURTHER MEDI CAL ATTENTION. SUCH
DI SCHARGE FORM SHALL PROVI DE THE PATI ENT W TH THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVMATI ON,
STRUCTURED ACCORDING TO THREE LEVELS OF SEVERITY NOTED BY COLOR, AS
| NDI CATED:

(A) WHAT TO EXPECT DURI NG THE NORMAL COURSE OF RECOVERY ( GREEN);

(B) WHAT SYMPTOVE OR COMBI NATI ON OF SYMPTOVS NECESSI TATE HE OR SHE TO
CALL H'S OR HER PHYSI Cl AN ( YELLOW ;

(O WHAT SYMPTOVS OR COVBI NATI ON OF SYMPTOVS NECESSI TATE HE OR SHE TO
SEEK EMERGENCY CARE ( RED).

3. WTHI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S SECTION, THE
COW SSIONER | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COUNCI L SHALL ESTABLI SH BY REGU
LATI ON, A STANDARD DI SCHARGE FORM OR FORMS TO FULFILL THE REQUI REMENTS
SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH STANDARD DI SCHARGE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FORM OR FORMS MAY BE USED BY ANY GENERAL HOSPI TAL FOR THE DI SCHARGE OF
PATI ENTS UNDERGO NG SERI QUS | N- PATI ENT AND OUT- PATI ENT PROCEDURES.

4. |IN ORDER TO ENSURE CONSI STENCY | N DI SCHARGE PROCEDURES THROUGHOUT
THE STATE, THE COW SSIONER | N CONSULTATION WTH THE COUNCIL SHALL
DEVELOP ADDI TI ONAL STANDARD DI SCHARGE FORMS WHI CH SHALL BE TAI LORED FOR
SPECI FI C MEDI CAL PROCEDURES UNDERGONE BY PATI ENTS. THE COUNCI L | S HEREBY
DI RECTED TO DEVELOP OR ADOPT A COVPUTER PROGRAM TO FULFILL THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

5. A DISCHARGE FORM PROVIDED TO A PATI ENT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE APPROVED AND S| GNED BY THE PHYSI Cl AN WHO TREATED SUCH PATI ENT.
ANY HOSPI TAL STAFF MEMBER DIRECTED TO WVISIT THE PATI ENT FOLLOW NG
DI SCHARGE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO A NURSE, CERTIFIED NURSE S
ASS| STANT, OR PHYSI CAL THERAPI ST, SHALL ALSO SI GN THE DI SCHARGE FORM TO
| NDI CATE HE OR SHE UNDERSTANDS THE MEDI CAL | NFORMATION THEREIN. THE
PATI ENT, OR I F HE OR SHE | S BEI NG DI SCHARGED TO A FAM LY MEMBER THEN THE
FAM LY MEMBER SHALL ALSO SI GN THE DI SCHARGE FORM TO | NDI CATE HE OR SHE
UNDERSTANDS THE DI RECTI ONS THEREI N.

6. NO CAUSE OF ACTION SHALL RESULT FROM THE OM SSI ON OF | NFORMATI ON ON
A STANDARD DI SCHARGE FORM PROVI DED TO A PATI ENT PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON
VHERE THE PHYSI Cl AN EXERCI SED H S OR HER REASONABLE PROFESSI ONAL JUDG
MENT I N OM TTI NG SUCH | NFORVMATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw. The conm ssioner of health is authorized to inmme-
diately pronulgate any rules and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the
pur poses of this act on or before such effective date.



