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once and referred to the Commttee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit law, in relation to
i ncreasing the funeral benefit and |unp sum death benefit

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 7 of the volunteer firefighters'
benefit |aw, as amended by chapter 212 of the | aws of 2005, is anended
to read as foll ows:

1. The reasonabl e funeral expenses of the deceased volunteer fire-
fighter shall be paid in an anobunt not exceeding [six] SEVEN thousand
[ seven] FIVE hundred dollars; provided however, that such [six] SEVEN
t housand FIVE HUNDRED dol | ar maxi mum shall not apply where a vol unt eer
firefighter dies frominjuries received in the line of duty as a direct
result of firefighting. If such funeral expenses shall have been paid by
a person entitled to benefits wunder this section or by others, the
funeral expenses awarded shall be nmade payable to such beneficiary or
others; otherwise they shall be payable to the undertaker who provided
the burial. Funeral expenses shall be awarded in all death cases.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 7 of the volunteer firefighters' benefit
| aw, as anended by chapter 212 of the |laws of 2005, is amended to read
as foll ows:

2. |If there be a surviving spouse, to such spouse the |unp sum of
[fifty-six] ONE HUNDRED t housand dollars, but if there be no surviving
spouse, then to the executor or admnistrator of the estate of the
vol unteer [fireman] FIREFIGHTER, the |unp sumof [fifty-six] ONE HUNDRED
t housand dollars. Such sumshall be in addition to any other benefits
provided in this chapter and shall not be dim nished by benefits paid to

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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the volunteer [fireman] FIREFIGHTER during his ORHER lifetine. I[N
ADDI TI ON, FOR EACH SURVI VI NG CHI LD UNDER THE AGE OF EI GHTEEN AT THE TI ME
OF THE FI REFI GHTER S DEATH, THE SURVI VI NG SPOUSE SHALL RECEI VE AN ADDI -
TIONAL LUWP SUM OF TWENTY- FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS. | F THERE IS NO SURVI V-
| NG SPOUSE, TO THE EXECUTOR OR ADM NI STRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF THE LUMP
SUM OF TWVENTY-FlI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EACH SURVI VI NG CHI LD UNDER THE
AGE OF EI GHTEEN AT THE TI ME OF DEATH OF THE FI REFI GHTER. Any noney paid
to an executor or admnistrator pursuant to the provisions of this
subdi vi sion shall be distributed in the manner provided by the laws of
this state for the distribution of the personal property of an intestate
decedent. Provi ded, however, that nothing [herein] IN TH S SECTI ON shal
be construed as affording a greater benefit for those volunteer [fire-
nmen] FI REFI GHTERS injured prior to the effective date of +this [act]
SECTI ON, however the spouse or estate of such [fireman] FIREFI GHTER
shall continue to be eligible for a benefit in the sumof eleven thou-
sand ei ghty-four dollars.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



