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Introduced by M of A AUBRY, BENJAMN, ORTIZ, GREENE, GOTTFRI ED
JEFFRI ES,  CARROZZA, SCHRCEDER, M LLMAN, CLARK, LANCMAN, PERALTA,
TITONE, WRI GHT, ESPAILLAT, COLTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
BRENNAN, COOK, DI AZ, G.ICK, JACOBS, JOHN, KELLNER, MAISEL, MENENY,
PHEFFER, REILLY, ROBI NSON, SCARBOROUGH, WEI SENBERG ZEBROWBKI -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to creating a pilot
project for filing nmedical assistance applications for inmates prior
to their release and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon
expi ration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |legislature hereby finds that
inmates face significant health issues and suffer fromrelatively high
rates of infectious diseases, nmental illness, chronic drug and al cohol
addi ctions, and other conditions such as di abetes, asthma and hyperten-
sion. Research has shown that individuals who are enrolled in Medicaid
upon release from incarceration, and therefore have access to nedica
and nmental health care and drug treatnment, are less likely to be rear-
rested and to engage in unhealthy behaviors. Additionally, nultiple
studi es have shown that providing adequate nedi cal assistance to persons
returning fromincarceration produces considerable fiscal savings by
reducing costs associated with drug use and related crine and fighting
the spread of comuni cabl e di seases |ike H V and hepatitis.

Therefore, the legislature finds that ensuring access to Medicaid
benefits for persons inmediately upon their release fromincarceration
is essential to ensure adequate nedical care, drug treatnment and nental
heal t h servi ces.

In 2007, New York |law was changed to allow for the suspension rather
than termnation of Medicaid eligibility wupon incarceration. As a
result, inmates who are enrolled in Medicaid i mediately before adm s-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO7935-01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 6439 2

sion to the correctional systemhave their Medicaid benefits suspended
rather than termnated and therefore have access to Medicaid coverage
upon release. It is estimted that twenty to thirty percent of inmates
have Medicaid coverage imediately before their adm ssion to prison.
Nonet hel ess, nany inmates who are not enrolled in Medicaid when they
enter prison will require Medicaid coverage upon rel ease.

The legislature finds that the nost efficient way to facilitate Medi -
caid coverage for eligible inmates wupon release from prison is to
require trained correctional staff to file nedical assistance applica-
tions on behalf of inmates before their release to ensure that Medicaid
benefits are available on the day of rel ease. The departnent of correc-
tional services is in the process of establishing specialized "re-entry
units" to assist inmates wth their transition to the community. The
departnment has indicated that inmates will be sent to such wunits at
| east ninety days before their anticipated rel ease and receive various
re-entry related services including nentoring training, substance abuse
treatment, job training and job placenment counseling, famly support,
and educational programm ng.

Therefore, the legislature finds that these "re-entry units" are the
ideal setting to institute a pilot project to ensure that inmates
rel eased from such units have access to Medicaid coverage at the nonent
of release fromprison. The legislature further finds that such applica-
tions for nedical assistance filed on behalf of inmates should be
submtted directly to and processed by the New York state departnment of
health in order to expedite the process and ensure coverage upon
rel ease.

S 2. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 144 to read
as foll ows:

S 144. PILOT PROJIECT FOR FI LI NG MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE APPLI CATIONS FOR
| NMATES PRIOR TO THEIR RELEASE. 1. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DESI GNATE
STAFF AT EACH STATE CORRECTI ONAL FACILITY, OR PART OF A STATE CORREC
TIONAL FACILITY, OPERATING AS A RE-ENTRY UNIT, TO PREPARE AND SUBM T
APPLI CATI ONS FOR MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE ESTABLI SHED UNDER TITLE ELEVEN OF
ARTICLE FIVE OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW ON BEHALF OF EACH | NVATE WHO
WAS NOT RECEI VING SUCH MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE | MVEDI ATELY BEFORE BEI NG
ADM TTED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE DEPARTMENT. SUCH APPLI CATI ONS SHALL BE
SUBM TTED TO THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON  TWENTY-
FOUR OF SECTION TWD HUNDRED SIX OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW AT LEAST
FORTY- FI VE DAYS BEFORE THE ANTI Cl PATED RELEASE, CONDI TI ONAL RELEASE OR
DI SCHARGE OF SUCH | NVATES.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF LAW UPON RECEI PT OF
AN APPLI CATI ON FOR MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR AN | NMATE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI -
SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON, THE COVM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL DETERM NE THE
ELIG BILITY OF SUCH | NVATE FOR ENROLLMENT IN THE MEDI CAL ASS| STANCE
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER TITLE ELEVEN OF ARTICLE FI VE OF THE SOCI AL
SERVI CES LAW OR THE FAM LY HEALTH PLUS PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER TI TLE
ELEVEN-D OF ARTICLE FI VE OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW SUCH DETERM NATI ON
SHALL BE BASED ON WHETHER THE | NMATE, EXCEPT FOR HI' S OR HER STATUS AS AN
| NMATE, WOULD BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE. ENROLLMENT I N
THE MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE EFFECTI VE ON THE DATE AN ELI G -
BLE | NVATE | S RELEASED, CONDI TI ONALLY RELEASED OR DI SCHARGED FROM THE
DEPARTMENT AND THE MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE | DENTI FI CATION CARD SHALL BE
PROVI DED TO THE | NMATE UPON HI S OR HER RELEASE, CONDI TI ONAL RELEASE OR
DI SCHARGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT.
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3. THE DI VISION OF PAROLE SHALL ASSI ST THE DEPARTMENT | N ANY MANNER
NECESSARY TO ASSURE THAT THE PURPOSES AND OBJECTI VES OF THI S SECTI ON ARE
EFFECTI VELY ACCOWPLI SHED.

4. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "RE-ENTRY UNI T* MEANS A PROGRAM
ESTABLI SHED | N A CORRECTI ONAL FACILITY, OR PART OF A CORRECTI ONAL
FACI LI TY, OPERATED AS A JO NT EFFORT BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DI VI SI ON
OF PAROLE FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRANSFERRI NG | NVATES TO SUCH UNI T SHORTLY
BEFORE THEI R ANTI Cl PATED RELEASE FROM THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE SUCH
| NMATES W TH PROGRAMS, TREATMENT AND SERVI CES TO ASSI ST W TH THEI R TRAN-
SITTON TO THE COVWUN TY UPON RELEASE, PROVI DED THAT THI S SECTI ON SHALL
NOT APPLY TO A RE-ENTRY UNI T ESTABLI SHED AT THE ORLEANS CORRECTI ONAL
FACI LI TY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law and shall expire and be deened repeal ed April
1, 2012.



