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Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, FIELDS, BRENNAN, HOYT, J. RIVERA
P. R VERA, PERALTA, M LLMAN, AUBRY, GREENE, MARKEY, GALEF, TITUS
BENJAM N, SCHROEDER, ESPAI LLAT, COLTON, JEFFRIES, FINCH KOLB
P. LOPEZ, BOYLAND -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ALFANO, BENEDET-
TO, CAHI LL, CALHOUN, CAMARA, DI AZ, EDDI NGTON, ERRI GO, HI KI ND, LANCVAN
V. LOPEZ, MAYERSCHN, MENENY, REILLY, SCARBOROUGH, SWEENEY, TOMNS
WRI GHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring the
col | ection, maintenance and eval uati on of high school graduation rates
and the reporting of such rates

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent and purpose. The |Ilegislature hereby
finds and declares it necessary for the state to require the creation
and mai ntenance of a data and public reporting systemwhich collects and
gat hers data which accurately reflects and accounts for statew de high
school graduation rates and which nmakes such data available to the

public. It is necessary for the success of this state's econony that
public high schools properly and efficiently provide all students with
proper preparation for college. It is critical for the state to assess

this preparation and, in doing so, nmust exam ne and eval uate graduati on
rates within the public school system

An accurate eval uation of such information requires the collection of
conprehensive data pertaining to statew de graduation rates including
i nformati on which specifically reflects unique student identifiers such
as race, ethnicity, disability, proficiency with the English | anguage
and soci o-economc levels. This informati on nmay best be obtained by the
state tracking students from kindergarten through postsecondary educa-
tion.

Since parents and community nmenbers play such a critical role in
ensuring strong educational accountability, the state nust be required

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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to make available to the public all such data and information reflecting
the state's progress towards increasing graduation rates and such
reports nmust be nmade readily accessible to the entire public.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 66 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 66
GRADUATI ON RATES
SECTI ON 3250. DEFI NI TI ONS.
3251. DATA AND REPORTI NG SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED.
3252. REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS.

S 3250. DEFINITIONS. IN TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "FOUR YEAR COHORT" MEANS AND | NCLUDES ALL STUDENTS WHO ENTER NI NTH
GRADE TOGETHER AND SHALL NOT EXCLUDE ANY STUDENT WHO HAS TRANSFERRED
I NTO THE GROUP DURI NG THE NI NTH GRADE OF THE GROUP'S FI RST YEAR I N H GH
SCHOOL, DURING THE TENTH GRADE OF THE GROUP'S SECOND YEAR IN H GH
SCHOOL, THE ELEVENTH GRADE OF THE GROUP'S THIRD YEAR I N H GH SCHOOL, OR
DURI NG THE TWELFTH GRADE OF THE GROUP' S FOURTH YEAR IN H GH SCHOOL, OR
VWHO HAS BEEN RETAINED |IN GRADE, OR WHO IS ENROLLED IN A GED PROGRAM
STUDENTS RETAI NED | N GRADE ARE ONLY COUNTED ONCE AS MEMBERS OF THEIR
ORI G NAL COHORT. "FOUR- YEAR COHORT" SHALL NOT MEAN AND | NCLUDE ANY
STUDENT WHO DI ES BEFORE GRADUATI ON, TRANSFERS QUT OF THE GROUP, OR
PERVANENTLY LEAVES THE UNI TED STATES.

2. "GRADUATI ON RATE" MEANS THE PERCENTAGE OBTAI NED FROM APPLYI NG THE
GRADUATI ON RATE FORMULA.

3. " GRADUATI ON RATE FORMULA" MEANS THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO GRADUATE
ON TIME WTH A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA, AND NOT A GED, DI VIDED BY THE NUVBER
OF STUDENTS I N THE FOUR- YEAR COHORT.

4. "ON TIME" MEANS ON OR BEFORE THE CONCLUSI ON OF A FOUR- YEAR COHORT' S
FOURTH YEAR OF HI GH SCHOOL OR AT THE CONCLUSION OF A SENIOR SUMVER
SESSI ON I N A JURI SDI CTI ON WHI CH OFFERS SUCH SESSI ONS.

5. "TRANSFER OQUT" MEANS A STUDENT WHO THE COUNTY BOARD CONFI RMS, UPON
THE APPROVAL OF WRI TTEN VERI FI CATION, HAS ENRCLLED IN ANOTHER HI CGH
SCHOOL OR OTHER EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM FROM WHI CH THAT SUCH STUDENT | S
EXPECTED TO RECEI VE A H GH SCHOCOL DI PLOVA. "TRANSFER OUT" SHALL NOT MEAN
A STUDENT ENRCLLED IN A GED PROGRAM OR AN ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
VH CH DOES NOT | SSUE OR PROVI DE CREDI TS TOMRD A HI GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA.

S 3251. DATA AND REPORTI NG SYSTEM ESTABLISHED. 1. BEG NNING ON OR
BEFORE OCTOBER FI RST, TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ON AN
ANNUAL BASIS A. ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT A SYSTEM OR PROCESS BY WH CH
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLECT, MAI NTAIN, ANALYZE AND EVALUATE STATEW DE
GRADUATI ON RATES I N PUBLI C HI GH SCHOOLS RELATING TO RACE, ETHNICTY,
DI SABI LI TY AND SOCI OECONOM C FACTORS;

B. COWILE |NFORVATI ON RECEIVED PURSUANT TO TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON AND
CALCULATE AN ANNUAL GRADUATI ON RATE FOR THE STATE;

C. POST SUCH | NFORVATI ON FOR EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT ON THE DEPARTMENT' S
PRI MARY WEBSITE WH CH SHALL BE CLASSI FI ED | NTO GROUPS BASED ON RACE,
ETHNI CI TY, LANGUAGES SPOKEN OTHER THAN ENGLI SH AS THE PRI MARY LANGUAGE,
SPECI AL EDUCATI ON, AND SOCI OECONOM C BACKGROUND. SOCI OECONOM C | NFORMA-
TI ON SHALL BE OBTAI NED FROM A LI ST OF STUDENTS RECEI VI NG FREE OR REDUCED
PRI CED MEALS AND OTHER SU TABLE AND RELI ABLE | NFORMATI ON.

2. THE DEPARTMENT MAY DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT ADDI TI ONAL | NDI CATORS TO
COLLECT, MAI NTAI'N, ANALYZE AND EVALUATE AND PUBLI CLY REPORT DATA REGARD-
| NG ALTERNATI VE HI GH SCHOCOL COWPLETI ONS.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL: | MPLEMENT TRAI NI NG FOR ADM NI STRATORS AND
OTHER PERSONNEL RESPONSI BLE FOR COLLECTI NG, MAI NTAI NI NG ANALYZI NG AND
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EVALUATI NG AND PUBLI CLY REPORTI NG DATA REGARDI NG FOUR- YEAR COHORTS AND
GRADUATI ON RATES. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO | MPLEMENT A STANDARD PROCESS
FOR VERI FYI NG THE ACCURACY OF DATA | NCLUDI NG STATI STICAL CHECKS AND
ON- SI TE AUDI TS OF RECORD- KEEPI NG PROCEDURES.

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | MPLEMENT A PUBLI C AWARENESS CAMPAI GN | NCLUDI NG
OUTREACH TO Cl VI C ASSOCI ATI ONS, COVMUNI TY- BASED GROUPS AND PARENT ORGAN-
| ZATI ONS AND A CAMPAIGN TO SCLICIT SUGGESTIONS AND COVWUNI TY SUPPORT
REGARDI NG THE NEED FOR COLLECTI NG MAI NTAI NI NG, ANALYZI NG AND EVALUATI NG
AND PUBLI CLY REPORTING ACCURATE DATA REGARDI NG FOUR- YEAR COHORTS AND
GRADUATI ON RATES.

S 3252. REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS. ON OR BEFORE AUGUST FI RST, TWO THOU-
SAND NI NE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, MAJORI TY LEADER
OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY REGARDI NG MEASURES BEI NG
TAKEN TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE AND SHALL | NCLUDE THE
CATEGORI ES AND CODES BEI NG USED FOR | DENTI FYI NG  TRACKI NG, CALCULATI NG
AND PUBLI CLY REPORTI NG TRANSFERS OUT OF A FOUR- YEAR COHORT, AS DEFI NED
IN THI S ARTI CLE. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE | MVEDI ATELY POSTED ON THE DEPART-
MENT' S PRI MARY WEBSI TE.

S 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2009.



