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STATE OF NEW YORK

6357
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 2, 2009

Introduced by M of AL MLLER TOASEND -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to providing for a
di scount for utility service to any benevolent or fraternal order or
soci ety incorporated under and pursuant to the laws of this state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2 of the public service law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. THE TERM "BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATI ON', WHEN USED IN THI S
CHAPTER, | NCLUDES ANY BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORDER OR SOCI ETY | NCORPO
RATED UNDER AND PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THI S STATE.

S 2. Section 66 of the public service |law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 29 to read as foll ows:

29. WTH RESPECT TO THE DETERM NATION OF FAIR AND REASONABLE
DI SCOUNTS, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL DETERM NE SUCH DI SCOUNTS AS FOLLOWE:

(A) VWHERE THERE |S A DI FFERENCE BETWEEN RESI DENTI AL AND NON- RESI DEN-
TI AL RATES, THE DI SCOUNTED RATE SHALL BE THE RESI DENTI AL RATE; AND

(B) WHERE THERE |I'S NO SUCH DI FFERENTI AL, THE DI SCOUNT SHALL BE FAIR
AND REASONABLE AND NO LESS THAN TEN PERCENT NOR MORE THAN TVENTY- FI VE
PERCENT.

S 3. Section 76 of the public service |aw, as anended by chapter 82 of
the laws of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 76. Rates charged veteran organi zations, religious bodies and comu-
nity residences, AND BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATI ONS. No gas
corporation, electric corporation or nunicipality shall, directly or
indirectly, charge, demand, collect or receive from any post or hal
owned or leased by a not-for-profit corporation that is a veterans'
organi zati on, or corporation or association organized and conducted in
good faith for religious purposes, including the operation by such
corporation or association of a school, notwithstanding that secular
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subjects are taught at such school, [or] froma conmunity residence as
defined in subdivision twenty-eight, twenty-eight-a or twenty-eight-b of
section 1.03 of the nmental hygiene law, provided, however, that such
residence shall be operated by a not-for-profit corporation and if
supervisory staff is on site on a twenty-four hour per day basis, that
the residence provides |iving accommodations for fourteen or fewer resi-
dents, OR FROM A BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATIQN, a rate, regard-
| ess of the type of service offered, for any gas or electric service
utilized exclusively in connection with such veteran organi zation or for
such religious purposes or utilized exclusively at such community resi-
dence, OR BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATI ON PURPOSES, greater than
the rates or charges charged, demanded, collected or received by such
gas corporation, electric corporation or nmunicipality from donestic
consuners receiving single-phase service within the sane village, town
or nmunicipality.

S 4. Section 79 of the public service law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL REQUI RE EACH STEAM CORPORATI ON PROVI DI NG STEAM
SERVI CE, | NSTRUMENTALI TIES, OR FACI LI TIES TO ANY BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL
ORGANI ZATI ON TO PROVI DE THE SAME AT A DI SCOUNT, THE AMOUNT THERECF TO BE
AS THE COW SSI ON SHALL DETERM NE TO BE FAI R AND REASONABLE

S 5. Section 89-b of the public service |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL REQUI RE EACH WATER- WORKS CORPORATI ON PROVI DI NG
WATER SERVI CE, | NSTRUMENTALITIES, OR FACILITIES TO ANY BENEVOLENT OR
FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATI ON TO PROVI DE THE SAME AT A DI SCOUNT, THE AMOUNT
THERECF TO BE AS THE COWM SSI ON SHALL DETERM NE TO BE FAI R AND REASON-
ABLE.

S 6. Subdivision 3 of section 92 of the public service |aw, as anmended
by chapter 124 of the laws of 1911, is anended and a new subdivision 3-b
is added to read as foll ows:

3. No tel egraph corporation or tel ephone corporation subject to the
provisions of this chapter shall, directly or indirectly, give any free
or reduced service, or any free pass or frank for the transm ssion of
nessages by either telephone or telegraph between points within this
state, except to its officers, enployees, agents, pensioners, surgeons,
physi ci ans, attorneys-at-law and their famlies; to persons or corpo-
rations exclusively engaged in charitable and eleenbsynary work and
mnisters of religions; TO BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATIONS; to
of ficers and enpl oyees of other telegraph corporations and telephone
corporations, railroad corporations and street railroad corporations.
But this subdivision shall not apply to state, nunicipal or federa
contracts.

3-B. THE COWM SSI ON SHALL REQUI RE EACH TELEPHONE CORPORATI ON PROVI DI NG
TELEPHONE SERVICE TO ANY BENEVOLENT OR FRATERNAL ORGANI ZATION IN THI S
STATE TO PROVI DE SUCH SERVI CE AT A DI SCOUNT, THE AMOUNT THEREOF TO BE AS
THE COWM SSI ON SHALL DETERM NE TO BE FAI R AND REASONABLE

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that, the public service conm ssion
is authorized and directed to inmediately pronul gate any and all rules
and regulations and take any other neasures, including ratemnaking
proceedi ngs, necessary to inplenent this act.



