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Introduced by M of A P. RIVERA CUSICK, EDD NGTQON, LUPARDO, FIELDS,
VElI SENBERG, MAI SEL, LANCMAN, CHRI STENSEN, BRADLEY, BURLING GUNTHER,
JACOBS, BOYLAND, ERRI GO, KOON, MKEVITT, MOLINARO, REILLY, JAFFEE
WALKER, ALFANO, ROSENTHAL, SCQOZZAFAVA, SPANO,  SCHI MEL, M LLMAN
PEOPLES, PHEFFER, BENEDETTO,  MAGNARELLI, CAHI LL, FINCH  DESTITO
MORELLE, ORTIZ, CLARK, ESPAILLAT, ALESSI, HOOPER, SCHRCEDER, PERRY
ZEBROMSKI -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A BACALLES, BRENNAN, COLTON,
CROUCH, CYMBROW TZ, Del MONTE, Dl AZ, DUPREY, A GI O H KIND,
HYER- SPENCER, LI FTON, MDONOUGH, MENENY, ROBI NSON, SALADI NO, SAYWARD
SCH MM NGER, SVEENEY, TH ELE, TOANSEND, WEI NSTEI N, WRI GHT -- read once
and referred to the Conmttee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation and
Devel opnental Disabilities

AN ACT to create a course of instruction to train nental health provid-
ers in veteran specific nmental health issues

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "veterans nmental health training initiative".

S 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds and declares that the
state of New York and the country at large are facing a form dabl e chal -
| enge in serving the nmental health needs of veterans returning from
active duty in lIraqg and Afghani stan. Since the begi nning of Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Ilraqi Freedom over one and a half
mllion active duty and reserve nenbers of the United States military
have been deployed to Iraq or Afghani stan, and nearly one-half mllion
have been redepl oyed. Wth each depl oynent, our service nenbers encount-
er extreme strains on their physical and nental health, which, in many
cases have resulted in unprecedented rates of health and nental health
probl enms, nobst notably post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and trau-
matic brain injury (TBlI). Equally alarmng, are nunerous reports of
increased suicide, addiction and honel essness anong our returning
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soldiers. Further, fam |y nenbers are struggling with the ramfications
of extended and/or mnultiple deploynments, resulting in serious enptiona
and psychol ogi cal tolls.

In addition to high rates of PTSD, providers in the nental health
community have al so begun reporting increased cases of traumatic brain
injury sustained in the Iraq and Afghani stan theatres of conbat due in
| arge part to the use of inprovised explosive devices (IED). Equally
disturbing is the rate at which TBI has been m sdi agnosed as PTSD.
Nunerous reports have told the story of soldiers returning fromlraqgq and
Af ghani stan with brain trauma, but because there are no visible head
wounds, synptons such as nmenory | oss and confusion are often m staken as
i ndi cators of PTSD.

Many returning service nenbers, particularly National Guard and
Reserves, are not accessing services fromthe federal veterans adm nis-
tration or through the departnment of defense tricare system upon return-
ing hone; but rather, through community-based organi zati ons and agen-
cies. Therefore, comrunity-based providers are experiencing an influx of
returni ng service nenbers for whomthey are not entirely prepared to
provi de treatnent.

To assure that such care be provided by an adequately trained nental
heal t h wor kforce, the state shall, through an open grant process, engage
associ ations of social workers to train nental health providers in the
identification, diagnosis, and course of treatnent for conbat related
PTSD, TBI and other nental health issues, including substance abuse.
This course shall also serve to educate service nenbers and famly
menbers of service nmenbers in accessing nental health and psychosocia
servi ces.

S 3. The division of veterans' affairs shall

a. through an open and conpetitive process award a grant of no | ess
t han $500, 000. 00 for the purpose of training social workers, of al

classifications, in a course of study related to the diagnosis and
treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain
injury (TBI) and conbat related nental health issues, including
substance abuse. This grant shall be distributed in the anount of

$250, 000. 00 at the beginning of each state fiscal year, for two years,
starting in 2009; however, a sumto be determned by the division of
veterans' affairs nay be forwarded for future years' expenditures if it
is determned to be necessary for the proper inplenentation of the
program and

b. have the power to audit such association to ensure the proper
expenditure of state funds.

S 4. The associ ation receiving such grant pursuant to section three of
this act shall:

a. conduct a course of study consistent with national and state guide-
lines regarding the diagnosis and treatnment of PTSD, TBI and conbat
rel ated nmental health issues to include substance abuse;

b. conduct this course of study in nmultiple |ocations across the
state;

Cc. produce a yearly report to the legislature, the division of veter-
ans' affairs, office of mental health and the office of al coholism and
subst ance abuse services regarding the progress, expenditures and effec-
ti veness of the program

d. conduct this course of study in direct consultation with the divi-
sion of veterans' affairs; and

e. provide a certified continuing education course on veteran specific
mental health issues, to be nade avail abl e onli ne.
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S 5. The office of nental health and the office of alcoholism and
subst ance abuse services shall

a. consult wth the division of veterans' affairs and provi de guide-
lines necessary for the proper inplenentation of this program and

b. have the power to make recommendations to the legislature as to the
ef fectiveness and future need for such a program

S 6. The departnment of education shall require, as part of continuing
education for social workers, a course of study related to the diagnosis
and treatnment of PTSD, TBlI and conbat related nental health issues,
i ncl udi ng substance abuse.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



