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AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to creating an address
confidentiality programto protect the personal identity and | ocation
of victinms of donmestic violence

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 577 to
read as foll ows:

S 577. ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROGRAM THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED | N
THE OFFI CE AN ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROGRAM TO BE ADM NI STERED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE | N CONSULTATION W TH THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE
OFFI CE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED ElI GHT OF TH S CHAPTER.

S 2. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 108 to read
as foll ows:

S 108. ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALITY PROGRAM 1. THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHALL ADM NI STER THE ADDRESS CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED PURSU-
ANT TO SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED SEVENTY- SEVEN OF THI S CHAPTER

2. A PERSON El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, A PARENT OR GUARDI AN
ACTI NG ON BEHALF OF A M NOR, OR A GUARDI AN ACTI NG ON BEHALF OF AN | NCA-
PACI TATED PERSON MAY SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
HAVE AN ADDRESS DESI GNATED BY THE SECRETARY AS THE APPLI CANT' S ADDRESS.
THE SECRETARY SHALL APPROVE AN APPLICATION IF IT IS FILED IN THE MANNER
AND ON THE FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK STATE OFFI CE FOR THE PREVENTION OF
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE, AND | F I T CONTAI NS:

A. A SWORN STATEMENT BY THE APPLI CANT THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS GOOD
REASON TO BELI EVE:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) THAT THE APPLI CANT IS A VICTIM OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE AS DEFINED I N
SUBDI VISION ONE OF SECTION FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-N NE-A OF THE SOCI AL
SERVI CES LAW AND

(1'l) THAT THE APPLI CANT FEARS FURTHER VI OLENT ACTS FROM THE APPLI -
CANT' S ASSAI LANT; AND

B. A DESI GNATI ON OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AS AGENT FOR THE PURPCSE OF
RECEI VI NG PROCESS AND FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEI PT OF MAIL; AND

C. THE MAI LI NG ADDRESS WHERE THE APPLI CANT CAN BE CONTACTED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE, AND A TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE THE APPLI CANT CAN BE
CALLED; AND

D. THE SI GNATURE OF THE APPLI CANT AND ANY PERSON WHO ASSI STED IN THE
PREPARATI ON OF THE APPLI CATI ON, AND THE DATE.

3. UPON APPROVING A COWLETED APPLI CATI ON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHALL CERTI FY THE APPLI CANT AS A PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANT. AN APPLI CANT SHALL
BE CERTI FI ED FOR FOUR YEARS FOLLON NG THE DATE OF FILING UNLESS THE
CERTIFICATION IS WTHDRAVWN OR | NVALI DATED PRI OR TO THAT DATE. PROGRAM
PARTI Cl PANTS MAY APPLY TO BE RECERTI FI ED EVERY FOUR YEARS.

4. PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANTS MAY USE THE ADDRESS DESI GNATED BY THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE AS H'S OR HER EMPLOYMENT ADDRESS AND/ OR ADDRESS USED FOR
THE PURPOSE OF APPLI CATI ON FOR OR RECEI PT OF ANY PUBLI C ASSI STANCE BENE-
FITS TO WH CH THE PARTI Cl PANT MAY BE OR MAY BECOVE ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE.

5. UPON RECEI PT OF FI RST CLASS MAIL ADDRESSED TO A PROGRAM PARTI G
| PANT, THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR A DESI GNEE SHALL FORWARD THE MAIL TO
THE ACTUAL ADDRESS OF THE PARTI Cl PANT. THE SECRETARY MAY ARRANGE TO
RECEIVE AND FORWARD OTHER KINDS AND CLASSES OF MAIL FOR ANY PROGRAM
PARTI Cl PANT AT THE PARTICIPANT'S EXPENSE. THE ACTUAL ADDRESS OF A
PROGRAM PARTI Cl PANT SHALL BE AVAILABLE ONLY TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
AND TO THOSE EMPLOYEES | NVOLVED | N THE OPERATI ON OF THE ADDRESS CONFI -
DENTI ALITY PROGRAM AND TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT
PURPCSES.

6. THE SECRETARY OF STATE, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
OF THE NEW YORK STATE OFFI CE FOR THE PREVENTION OF DOVESTIC VI OLENCE
SHALL PROMULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE
PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to
be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



