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STATE OF NEW YORK

5570
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A V. LOPEZ, D AZ, TOMS, PERRY -- Milti-Sponsored
by -- M of A BRENNAN, DESTITO PHEFFER, P. RIVERA -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Housing

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to providing for a
denmonstration programfor the selection of public housing tenants by a
board of tenants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public housing law is anended by adding a new article
12-A to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE Xl | -A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANT BOARD DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM
SECTI ON 310. SHORT TI TLE.
311. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
312. DEFI NI TI ONS.
313. DESI GNATI ON OF PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES TO PARTI CI PATE I N
PROGRAM
314. APPLI CATI ONS AND PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS.
315. TENANT SELECTI ON STANDARDS AND COWVPLI ANCE W TH ANTI DI SCRI M
| NATI ON LAWS.
316. ADM NI STRATI VE REVI EW
317. REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF TENANT BOARD MEMBERS.

S 310. SHORT TITLE. THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS
THE " PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANT BOARD DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM'.

S 311. LEG SLATIVE FINDINGS. |IT |S HEREBY DECLARED AND FOUND THAT
AMONG THE MAJOR PROBLEMS FACI NG TENANTS LI VING I N MANY NEW YORK STATE
PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECTS | S THE PRESENCE OF CRIME AND THE LACK OF TENANT
| NPUT | NTO THE COVPOSI TION OF THEI R HOUSI NG DEVELOPMENT; THAT PUBLIC
HOUSI NG TENANTS HAVE THE DESI RE AND ABI LI TY TO EFFECTI VELY PARTI Cl PATE
I N THE TENANT SELECTI ON PROCESS; THAT TENANT MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS WHI CH
HAVE BEEN | N TIATED | N OTHER STATES | NDI CATE THAT SUCH TENANT PARTI C-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO8841-01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 5570 2

| PATION I N THE SELECTI ON PROCESS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE REDUCTION OF
CRIME AND THE CREATI ON OF A SAFER AND MORE STABLE ENVI RONMENT | N WHI CH
PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANTS CAN RAI SE THEI R FAM LI ES; AND THAT NEW YORK STATE
SHOULD |INITIATE A DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM TO DETERM NE THE BENEFI TS OF
SUCH TENANT PARTI Cl PATI ON | N STATE- ASSI STED PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECTS I N
TH S STATE.

S 312. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S ARTI CLE:

1. THE TERM "PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORI TY" MEANS A MUNI Cl PAL HOUSI NG
AUTHORI TY CREATED OR CONTI NUED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE THIRTEEN OF TH S
CHAPTER VWH CH OMNS OR OPERATES ONE OR MORE STATE PROQJECTS AS DEFI NED | N
SECTI ON THREE OF TH S CHAPTER

2. THE TERM " PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT" MEANS A STATE PRQIECT AS DEFI NED
IN SECTI ON THREE OF TH S CHAPTER

3. THE TERM "TENANT BOARD' MEANS A PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANT BOARD ESTAB-
LI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

4. THE TERM " PERSONS OR FAM LI ES BElI NG CONSI DERED FOR ADM SSION TO A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQIECT" MEANS ANY PERSON LI STED ON AN APPLI CATI ON FOR
TENANCY IN A HOUSI NG PROOECT OANED OR OPERATED BY A PUBLIC HOUSI NG
AUTHORI TY, OR THE SPOUSE OR CHI LD OF ANY PERSON SO LI STED PROVI DED THAT
SUCH CHI LD I'S LESS THAN TWENTY- SI X YEARS OF AGE.

S 313. DESI GNATI ON OF PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORITIES TO PARTIC PATE IN
PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S
ARTI CLE, SHALL DESI GNATE AT LEAST TWO AND NO MORE THAN SI X PUBLI C HOUS-
ING AUTHORITIES AS PARTICIPANTS IN TH S PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANT BOARD
DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM AT LEAST ONE OF THE PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORI Tl ES
DESI GNATED SHALL BE EITHER THE NEW YORK C TY HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY OR AN
AUTHORI TY CREATED IN A MUNI CI PALI TY LOCATED I N THE COUNTI ES OF NASSAU,
SUFFCOLK, WESTCHESTER OR ROCKLAND, AND AT LEAST ONE SHALL BE AN AUTHORI TY
CREATED I N A MUNI Cl PALI TY LOCATED ELSEWHERE | N THE STATE.

S 314. APPLI CATI ONS AND PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS. 1. TO BE DESI GNATED AS A
PARTI CIl PANT IN TH S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM A PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY
SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON TO THE COW SSI ONER AT SUCH TIME, |IN SUCH
MANNER AND ACCOVMPANI ED BY SUCH | NFORVMATION AS THE COW SSI ONER NAY
REASONABLY REQUI RE.

2. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL NOT MAKE SUCH A DESI GNATI ON UNLESS A PUBLI C
HOUSI NG AUTHORITY HAS SUBM TTED AN APPLI CATI ON WHI CH CONTAI NS A PLAN
PROVI DI NG FOR THE FOLLOW NG

A. THE DESI GNATI ON OF AT LEAST ONE BUT NO MORE THAN THREE PUBLI C HOUS-
I NG PROJECTS TO PARTI CI PATE I N THI S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM

B. THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A TENANT BOARD FOR EACH PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT
VWH CH THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY DESI GNATES TO PARTICIPATE IN TH' S
DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM  WHI CH TENANT BOARD SHALL BE COMPRI SED OF TENANTS
WHO RESI DE | N THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT FOR WH CH SUCH BOARD WLL
SELECT TENANTS, AND A METHOD FOR SELECTI NG TENANT BOARD MEMBERS;

C. AUTHORI ZATION FOR SUCH TENANT BQARD TO | NTERVI EW AND | NVESTI GATE
POTENTI AL TENANTS FOR SUCH PROJECT AND, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, TO DETERM NE THE SELECTI ON OF TENANTS
FOR SUCH PROQJECT; PROVI DED THAT SELECTI ON OF TENANTS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
THE STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-SI X OF TH S CHAP-
TER AND TO THE ANTI DI SCRI M NATI ON PROVI SI ONS CONTAI NED I N SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED TWENTY- THREE OF THI S CHAPTER AND I N ALL OTHER FEDERAL, STATE AND
APPLI CABLE LOCAL ANTI DI SCRI M NATI ON LAWS;

D. A METHOD BY WHI CH THE PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORITY MAY REMOVE AND
REPLACE ONE OR MORE TENANT BOARD MEMBERS OR TERM NATE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT I N THI S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE REASONS SET
FORTH I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN OF THI S ARTI CLE; AND
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E. A METHOD TO PROVI DE THAT TENANT BOARD MEMBERS W LL BE MADE FAM LI AR
W TH ALL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY CONFI DENTI ALI TY REQUI REMENTS, | NCLUDI NG
THOSE UNDER SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-NINE OF TH S CHAPTER.

3. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DESI GNATE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THI S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM BASED UPON:

A. DEMONSTRATED READI NESS TO ACTI VELY PARTI Cl PATE N A TENANT BOARD ON
THE PART OF TENANTS I N THE PRQJIECT OR PRQIECTS DESI GNATED BY THE PUBLIC
HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY | N I TS APPLI CATI ON,

B. THE QUALITY OF THE PLAN OF THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, | NCLUDI NG
TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND TRAI NI NG TO BE PROVI DED TO THE TENANT BOARD,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH TRAI NI NG SHALL | NCLUDE TRAI NI NG I N ALL ANTI DI SCRI M -
NATI ON AND CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROVI SI ONS APPLI CABLE TO THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG
AUTHORI TY; AND

C. THE CAPABILITY OF THE PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY TO CARRY QUT THE
PLAN.

4. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PROVI DE TECHNI CAL SERVI CES AND ASS|I STANCE TO
ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS TO COWPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS AND | NTENT OF THI S
ARTI CLE.

5. THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES SELECTED AS PARTICIPANTS IN TH' S
DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM  UNDER THI'S ARTI CLE AND THEI R RESPECTI VE TENANT
BOARDS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE WHATEVER | NFORVATI ON AS NMAY BE REASONABLY
REQUI RED BY THE COW SSI ONER | N CRDER TO ASSESS THE | MPACT AND SUCCESS
OF THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER  SHALL REPORT ON THE
RESULTS OF THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAMS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND TEN.

S 315. TENANT SELECTI ON STANDARDS AND COWPLI ANCE W TH ANTI DI SCRI M -
NATI ON LAWS. A TENANT BQOARD MAY ESTABLI SH STANDARDS FOR THE SELECTI ON OF
TENANTS SUPPLEMENTARY TO THOSE PROMULGATED BY THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG
AND COVMUNI TY RENEWAL OR ESTABLI SHED BY A PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORITY,
PROVI DI NG THAT SUCH SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARDS ARE NOT | N CONFLICT WTH THE
STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG AND COMVUNI TY RENEWAL
OR THOSE ESTABLI SHED BY THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY, ARE NOT ARBI TRARY
OR CAPRICIQUS, AND ARE NOT I N VI OLATI ON OF ANY OTHER LAW OR REGULATI ON.
SELECTI ON OF TENANTS BY A TENANT BOARD SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE ANTI DI S-
CRI M NATI ON PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TWENTY- THREE OF THI S CHAP-
TER AND ALL OTHER FEDERAL, STATE OR APPLI CABLE LOCAL ANTI DI SCRI M NATI ON
LAWS, AND A VI CLATI ON OF ANY SUCH ANTI DI SCRI M NATI ON LAW SHALL SUBJECT A
MEMBER OF SUCH TENANT BOARD TO REMOVAL PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 316. ADM NI STRATI VE REVI EW | N ANY ADM NI STRATI VE REVIEW OF A DECI -
SION OF A TENANT BOARD, SUCH DECI SI ON SHALL BE G VEN DEFERENCE UNLESS | T
IS IN VIOLATI ON OF LAW COR EVI DENCES A PATTERN OF DI SCRI M NATI ON OR FAVG
Rl TI SM

S 317. REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF TENANT BOARD MEMBERS. 1. A PUBLIC
HOUSI NG AUTHCORI TY PARTI CI PATI NG | N TH S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM MAY REMOVE
ANY OR ALL MEMBERS OF A TENANT BOARD OR TERM NATE THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT I N THI S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM | F THE ACTI ONS OF A
TENANT BOARD MEMBER CR OF THE ENTI RE BOARD SHOW A PATTERN OF DI SCRI M -
NATION OR FAVORITISM I N ADDI TI ON, A MEMBER OF A TENANT BOARD SHALL BE
REMOVED | F CONVI CTED OF A CRIME AND VAY BE REMOVED FOR GROSS DERELI CTI ON
OF HS OR HER DUTY AS A TENANT BOARD MEMBER OR FOR BREACH OF THE CONFI -
DENTI ALI TY REQUI REMENT OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-NI NE OF TH S CHAP-
TER. | F ONE OR MORE TENANT BOARD MEMBERS ARE REMOVED FOR ANY OF THE
ABOVE REASONS BUT PARTICI PATION | N THE DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM | S NOT
TERM NATED, THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL TAKE | MVEDI ATE STEPS TO
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REPLACE SUCH TENANT BOARD MEMBERS W TH OTHER TENANTS OF THE PUBLI C HOUS-
| NG PRQJECT.

2. IF A PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY TERM NATES THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG PROJECT FROM THI S DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM AS SET FORTH IN
SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTIQN, SUCH PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY MAY
DESI GNATE A NEW PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT FOR PARTICI PATION IN TH'S DEMON
STRATI ON PROGRAM UPON APPLI CATI ON TO, AND APPROVAL OF, THE COWM SSI ONER

S 2. Section 159 of the public housing | aw, as anended by chapter 559
of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 159. Di scl osure of certain information prohibited. I nformati on
acquired by an authority, the division of housing and comunity renewal
or a nunicipality or by an officer or enployee thereof OR BY A MEMBER OF
A PUBLI C HOUSI NG TENANT BOARD PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWELVE-A OF TH S CHAP-
TER from applicants for dwellings in projects of an authority or nunici-
pality or other housing prograns adm nistered by a housing authority,
muni cipality or the division of housing and community renewal, or from
tenants of dwellings thereof or fromnenbers of the famly of any such
applicant or tenant or from enployers of such persons or fromany third
person, whether voluntarily or by conpul sory exam nation as provided in
this chapter, shall be for +the exclusive use and infornmation of the
authority, division of housing and comunity renewal or nunicipality OR
THE PUBLIC HOUSING TENANT BOARD in the discharge of its duties under
this chapter and shall not be open to the public nor be wused in any
court in any action or proceeding pending therein unless the authority,
di vi si on of housing and comunity renewal, nunicipality, PUBLIC HOUSING
TENANT BQOARD or successor in interest thereof is a party or conplaining
wi tness to such action or proceeding. Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing,
the authority or nunicipality shall furnish to the comm ssioner of hous-
ing and community renewal full and conplete reports relating to any such
applicant or tenant whenever the commi ssioner of housing and community
renewal shall request such reports. Al so, nothing herein contained
shall operate to prevent an authority or nunicipality from maki ng ful
and conplete reports to the comm ssioner of housing and commnity
renewal or to the municipality in which an authority operates or to the
federal government or any agency thereof relating to the admnistration
of this <chapter or of any project or relating to any such applicant or
tenant, nor to prohibit an authority or municipality or any governnent
or agency receiving such information of an authority or rmunicipality,
frompublishing statistics or other general information drawn from
i nformati on received fromsuch applicants or tenants.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



