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February 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A TITUS, BENEDETTO, ORTIZ, CLARK, POWMELL -- Muilti-
Sponsored by -- M of A BENJAM N, COLTON, FARRELL, MARKEY, MNAYERSOHN,
PEOPLES, PHEFFER, N. RIVERA, ROBINSON, WRIGHT -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to a patient's right
to know

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 18-a of the public health law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. (A) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW EACH HEALTH CARE
PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSED, REG STERED OR CERTI FI ED PURSUANT TO TI TLE El GHT
OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE A PRI NTED COPY OF ANY MEDI CAL
MALPRACTI CE CONVI CTIONS. THE | NFORMVATI ON SHALL BE PLACED IN A COMVON
AREA AND MUST BE READI LY AVAI LABLE TO PATI ENTS AND PROSPECTI VE PATI ENTS.
THI'S | NFORVATI ON W LL ONLY BE REQUI RED FOR ANY SUCH HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SI ONAL  WHO HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ONE OR MORE | NSTANCES OF MEDI CAL MALP-
RACTI CE. THE | NFORMATI ON ON SUCH CONVI CTI ONS W LL BE FURNI SHED FROM THE
WEBSI TES OF THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH S OFFI CE OF PROFES-
S| ONAL MEDI CAL CONDUCT, THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, AND ANY OTHER
REPORTI NG AGENCY.

(B) ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO VI OLATES, DI SOBEYS OR DI SREGARDS THE PROVI SI ONS
OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE GUILTY OF A M SDEMEANOR
AND SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR A FIRST
VI OLATI ON AND A CIVIL PENALTY OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT
VI OLATI ON.

S 2. The public health law is anmended by addi ng a new section 2801-g
to read as foll ows:

S 2801-G PATIENT'S RIGHT TO KNOW 1. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE
ALL GENERAL HOSPITALS, AND OTHER FACI LI TI ES APPROVED PURSUANT TO THI S
ARTI CLE, TO MAKE AVAILABLE A PRINTED COPY OF MEDI CAL MALPRACTI CE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CONVI CTI ONS  AND/ OR | NFORNMATI ON ABOUT THOSE PLACED ON PROBATI ON FOR ALL
HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONERS PERFORM NG ANY TYPE OF TREATMENT OR CONSULTA-
TION I N SUCH HOSPI TAL OR FACI LI TY. TH S | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE PLACED IN A
COWON AREA OF SUCH HOSPI TAL OR FACILITY AND SHALL BE READI LY AVAI LABLE
TO PATIENTS AND PROSPECTIVE PATIENTS. THE |INFORVATION ON  SUCH
CONVI CTI ONS  AND/ OR  PROBATI ONARY DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ONS W LL BE FURNI SHED
FROM THE WEBSI TES OF THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH S OFFI CE OF
PROFESSI ONAL MEDI CAL CONDUCT, THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, AND ANY
OTHER REPORTI NG AGENCY.

2. ANY | NDI VI DUAL OR FACI LI TY WHO VI OLATES, DI SOBEYS OR DI SREGARDS THE
PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH' S SECTION SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A
ClVIL PENALTY OF FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR A FIRST VIOLATION AND A ClVIL
PENALTY OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT VI OLATI ON. ANY | NDI -
VI DUAL WHO VI OLATES, DI SOBEYS OR DI SREGARDS THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI -
SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE GUILTY OF A M SDEMEANOR.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



