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I N ASSEMBLY
February 13, 2009

Introduced by M of A TITUS, CLARK, JOHN, M LLMAN, ESPAILLAT, LAVINE
TOMS, CARROZZA, PERRY, PAULIN, MAI SEL, MORELLE, P. RIVERA, FIELDS
COOK, SCHRCOEDER, ROBINSON, POWELL, PEOPLES, CHRI STENSEN, DESTI TO
HYER- SPENCER, BARRON -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A ALFANO, BI NG
BOYLAND, BRENNAN, COLTON, Del MONTE, GALEF, GUNTHER, HEASTIE, NOLAN,
PHEFFER, J. RI VERA, SVEENEY -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Smal | Busi ness

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to <creating regiona
mnority and wonen-owned busi ness enterprise advocate

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 310 of the executive |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 18 to read as foll ows:

18. "REG ONAL ADVOCATE" SHALL MEAN THE PERSON APPO NTED BY THE STATE-
W DE ADVOCATE TO SERVE IN THE CAPACI TY OF M NORI TY AND WOVEN- OANED BUSI -
NESS ENTERPRI SE REG ONAL ADVOCATE.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 311-a of the executive |aw, as added by
section 4 of part BB of chapter 59 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. The advocate shall act as a liaison for mnority and wonen-owned
business enterprises (MMBES) to assist themin obtaining technical,
manageri al, financial and other business assistance for certified busi-
nesses and applicants. The advocate shall investigate conplaints brought
by or on behalf of MABEs concerning certification delays and instances
of violations of |law by state agencies. The statew de advocate shal
assi st certified businesses and applicants in the certification process,
DI RECT REG ONAL LOCAL ADVOCATES | N DEVELOPI NG EDUCATI ONAL OUTREACH
PROGRAMS AND CREATE AWARENESS OF COWPETI TI VE GRANT PROGRAMS. O her
functions of the statew de advocate shall be directed by the comm ssion-
er. The advocate mnmmy request and the director nmay appoint staff and

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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enpl oyees of the division of mnority and wonen busi ness devel opnent to
support the admi nistration of the office of the statew de advocate.

S 3. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 311-b to
read as foll ows:

S 311-B. M NORI TY AND WOVEN- OA\WED BUSI NESS ENTERPRI SE REG ONAL  ADVO
CATES. 1. REG ONAL ADVOCATE. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N EACH OF
THE REG ONAL OFFI CES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE ELEVEN OF THE
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT LAW AN OFFI CE OF THE M NORI TY AND WOVEN- OA\NED BUSI -
NESS ENTERPRI SE REG ONAL ADVOCATE.

2. PONERS AND DUTI ES. THE REG ONAL ADVOCATES SHALL:

(A) PROVIDE TECHNI CAL, MANAGERI AL, FINANCIAL AND OTHER BUSI NESS
ASS| STANCE TO CERTI FI ED M NORI TY AND WOVEN BUSI NESSES OR APPLI CANTS;

(B) CONDUCT OUTREACH PROGRAMS FOR MABES ON A BI - ANNUAL BASI S;

(C) CONDUCT EDUCATI ONAL SEM NARS FOR STATE AGENCIES ON AN ANNUAL
BASI S; AND

(D) SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR REPORTI NG THE NUMBER AND CERTI FI CATI ON
APPLI CATI ONS RECEI VED AND PROCESSED BY | TS REQ ON.

3. THE REG ONAL ADVOCATE SHALL DOCUMENT REASONS FOR ANY DENI ALS OR
DELAYS I N THE CERTI FI CATI ON PROCESS. REG ONAL ADVOCATES SHALL REPORT TO
THE STATEW DE ADVOCATE AND DI RECTOR BY SEPTEMBER THI RTI ETH ON AN ANNUAL
BASI S OF RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE STATE CERTI FI CATI ON PROCESS, OUTREACH
EFFORTS AND COWVPLAI NTS RECEI VED OR RESOLVED.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided, however, that the anendnents to
article 15-A of the executive law made by this act shall not affect the
expi ration of such article and shall expire therewth.



