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STATE OF NEW YORK

5271
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 11, 2009

Introduced by M of A  ESPAILLAT -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
BENJAM N, CLARK, HOOPER, PEOPLES, PERALTA, TOMS -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to requiring certain
heal th i nsurance policies to cover costs for |aser vision correction

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph 26 to read as foll ows:

(26) EVERY POLI CY WHI CH PROVI DES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDICAL OR SIMLAR
COVWPREHENSI VE- TYPE COVERAGE SHALL |INCLUDE COVERAGE FOR LASER VI SION
CORRECTI ON FOR A PARTI Cl PANT OR BENEFI Cl ARY WHO HAS A VI SI ON DI SORDER AS
A RESULT OF MYOPI A (NEARSI GHTEDNESS OR SHORTSI GHTEDNESS), HYPEROPI A
( FARS|I GHTEDNESS), OR ASTI GVATI SM  COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR
ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVER-
AGE SHALL NOT BE DENI ED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPGCSES
OR IS NOT FOR A FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RMVENT.

S 2. Subsection (k) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 15 to read as foll ows:

(15) EVERY POLICY WH CH PROvVIDES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDI CAL OR SI M LAR
COVPREHENSI VE- TYPE COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE COVERAGE FOR LASER VI SION
CORRECTI ON FOR A PARTI Cl PANT OR BENEFI Cl ARY WHO HAS A VI SI ON DI SORDER AS
A RESULT OF MYOPI A (NEARSI GHTEDNESS OR SHORTSI GHTEDNESS), HYPEROPI A
( FARS|I GHTEDNESS) , OR ASTI GVATI SM COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR
ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVER-
AGE SHALL NOT BE DENI ED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPCSES
OR IS NOT FOR A FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RMVENT.

S 3. Section 4303 of the insurance law is anmended by adding a new
subsection (ff) to read as foll ows:

(FF) EVERY POLICY WH CH PROvVIDES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDI CAL OR SIM LAR
COVPREHENSI VE- TYPE COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE COVERAGE FOR LASER VI SION

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CORRECTI ON FOR A PARTI Cl PANT OR BENEFI Cl ARY WHO HAS A VI SI ON DI SORDER AS
A RESULT OF MYOPI A (NEARSI GHTEDNESS OR SHORTSI GHTEDNESS), HYPEROPI A
( FARS|I GHTEDNESS) , OR ASTI GVATI SM  COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR
ASSESSMENT, EVALUATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVER-
AGE SHALL NOT BE DENI ED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPCSES
OR IS NOT FOR A FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RMVENT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law and shall apply to policies and contracts issued,
renewed, nodified, altered or amended on or after such date.



