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STATE OF NEW YORK

5249
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 11, 2009

Introduced by M of A  ESPAILLAT -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COLTON, DIAZ, WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
H gher Educati on

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to authorizing the board
of regents to waive citizenship or inmmgration status requirenments for
prof essional |icenses of physicians and m dw ves

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 6524 of the education |aw, as
anended by chapter 379 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(6) Citizenship or inmgration status: be a United States citizen or
[an alien] A NONNCITIZEN lawfully admtted for pernmanent residence in
the United States; provided, however that the board of regents nay grant
a [three year] PERMANENT waiver for [an alien] A NON CITIZEN physician
LAWFULLY ADM TTED IN THE UNI TED STATES to practice in an area which has
been desi gnated by the departnent as nedically underserved[, except that
the board of regents may grant an additional extension not to exceed siXx
years to an alien physician to enable himor her to secure citizenship
or permanent resident status, provided such status is being actively
pursued; and provided further that the board of regents may grant an
additional three year waiver, and at its expiration, an extension for a
period not to exceed six additional years, for the holder of an H 1b
visa, an O-1 visa, or an equival ent or successor visa thereto];

S 2. Subdivision 6 of section 6955 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 327 of the laws of 1992, is amended to read as foll ows:

6. Citizenship or immgration status: be a United States citizen or
[an alien] A NONNCITIZEN lawfully admtted for pernmanent residence in
the United States; PROVIDED, HOMNEVER, THAT IN THE CASE OF A NON-Cl Tl ZEN
M DW FE LAWFULLY ADM TTED IN THE UNI TED STATES THE BOARD OF REGENTS MAY
GRANT A PERVANENT WAI VER TO PRACTI CE I N ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG FACI LI TI ES:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) NOT-FOR-PROFIT FACILITIES LI CENSED UNDER ARTI CLE TVENTY- El GHT OF
THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW VWH CH SERVE THE MEDI CALLY | NDI GENT AND MEDI CAID
ELI G BLE WOVEN;

(B) URBAN HOSPI TALS SERVING A Dl SPROPORTI ONATE SHARE OF MEDI CALLY
| NDI GENT AND MEDI CAI D PATI ENTS AS DEFI NED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH
AND FACI NG SIGNI FI CANT PERSONNEL SHORTAGES THAT THREATEN THEI R ABI LI TY
TO PROVI DE NEEDED SERVI CE;

(C) FEDERALLY QUALI FI ED HEALTH CENTERS;

(D) RURAL HEALTH FACI LI TI ES AS DEFI NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH,

(E) STATE- OPERATED FACI LI Tl ES;

(F) NON-PROFI T AGENCI ES POSSESSI NG OPERATI NG CERTI FI CATES | SSUED BY
THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH OR OFFI CE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOP-
MENTAL DI SABI LI TIES OR UNDER CONTRACT W TH THE COW SSI ON FOR THE BLI ND
AND VI SUALLY HANDI CAPPED.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



