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STATE OF NEW YORK

5041
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of A BRODSKY, FIELDS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to creating
an advi sory council on seafood policy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
section 26-a to read as foll ows:

S 26-A. ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOCD POLICY. 1. THERE IS HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED I N THE DEPARTMENT AN ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOOD PCLI CY TO ADVI SE
THE GOVERNOR, THE LEQ SLATURE, THE DEPARTMENT, AND OTHER STATE AGENCI ES
ON THE FORMULATI ON AND COORDI NATI ON OF POLI CI ES AFFECTI NG SEAFOOD, THE
SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY, AND CONSUMERS OF SEAFOOD. SUCH POLI CI ES SHALL | NCLUDE
THOSE AFFECTI NG THE HARVESTING  PRODUCTI ON, PROCESSI NG  RETAI LI NG
PROMOTI ON, AND CONSUMPTI ON OF SEAFOOD AND SEAFOCD PRODUCTS. IN ADDI -
TION, THE COUNCI L SHALL PROVI DE ADVI CE AND | NFORMVATI ON ON THE | MPACT OF
ADM NI STRATI VE REGULATI ONS AND LEQ SLATI VE | NI TI ATI VES ON SEAFOOD, THE
SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY, AND CONSUMERS; AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON NECESSARY
CHANGES TO RULES, REGULATI ONS, AND LAWS AFFECTI NG SEAFOCD PQOLI CY. THE
COUNCIL SHALL ALSO DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATION ON STATE POLICIES AND
PROGRAMS AFFECTI NG SEAFOOD TO | NTERESTED | NDI VI DUALS, COWWVERCI AL ENTER-
PRI SES, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

2. (A (1) THE ADVISORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOOD POLI CY SHALL CONSI ST OF
TH RTEEN MEMBERS APPO NTED AS FOLLOWS

(A) SEVEN SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE
DESI GNATED BY THE GOVERNOR AS THE CHAI RPERSON OF THE COUNCI L. THE CHAI R-
PERSON SHALL BE SOVEONE WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED A LONGSTANDI NG | NTEREST,
KNOALEDGE AND EXPERI ENCE | N THE SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY

(B) TWO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE

(C) TWDO SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY;

(D) ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(E) ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY; AND

(I1) THE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND M NORI TY LEADERS OF THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY SHALL BE REPRESENTATI VES OF HARVESTERS OF FINFISH AND SHELLF-
| SH, WHOLESALERS OF FI NFI SH OR SHELLFI SH, PROCESSORS, RETAILERS, LOBSTER
FI SHERS, SPORTS FISHERS, NEW YORK SEAFOOD COUNCI L, FULTON FI SH MARKET
AND SEAFOOD | MPORT/ EXPORT BUSI NESSES.  NOT LESS THAN ONE SUCH MEMBER
SHALL BE A MEMBER OF ORGANI ZED LABOR, AS RECOGNI ZED BY THE AMERI CAN
FEDERATI ON OF LABOR - CONGRESS OF | NDUSTRI AL ORGANI ZATI ONS.

(I'11) ALL APPO NTMENTS TO THE COUNCI L SHALL BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE
FI RST OF JANUARY NEXT SUCCEEDI NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON.

(B) THREE OF THE GOVERNOR S APPO NTEES SHALL SERVE AN | NI TI AL TERM OF
TWD YEARS AND THREE OF THE GOVERNOR S APPOI NTEES SHALL SERVE AN | NI TI AL
TERM OF THREE YEARS, AS THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESI GNATE. THE APPOl NTEES OF
THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE APPOI NTEES OF THE SPEAKER
OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL SERVE INTIAL TERMB OF THREE YEARS, AND THE
APPOI NTEE OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND THE APPOI NTEE OF THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL SERVE | NI TIAL TERVMS OF TWD YEARS.
THE CHAI R SHALL SERVE AN | NI TIAL TERM OF FOUR YEARS.

THEREAFTER, ALL TERMS SHALL BE FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS. IN THE
EVENT OF A VACANCY DUE TO DEATH, RESI GNATI ON, OR OTHERW SE, THE RESPEC-
TI VE APPOl NTI NG OFFI CER SHALL APPOI NT A SUCCESSOR WHO SHALL HOLD OFFI CE
FOR THE UNEXPI RED PORTI ON OF THE TERM

(C) NO MEMBER SHALL RECEIVE A SALARY, BUT EACH SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO
REI MBURSEMENT FOR REASONABLE AND NECESSARY EXPENSES IN THE PERFORMANCE
OF DUTIES PERFORMED PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION. | N ADDI TI ON, REPRESEN-
TATI VES OF THE FOLLON NG AGENCI ES SHALL ATTEND AND PARTI CI PATE IN ALL
MEETI NGS OF THE COUNCI L AND SHALL BE EX OFFI Cl O MEMBERS:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT;

(11) THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON;

(111) THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT;

(1V) THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE;

(V) THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND

(Vi) THE NEW YORK STATE SEA GRANT | NSTI TUTE.

3. THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOOD POLI CY SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE
ANNUALLY.  FURTHERMORE, AT LEAST ONE MEETI NG A YEAR OF THE COUNCI L SHALL
BE HELD I N THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK OR NASSAU AND SCHEDULED TO CO NCl DE
W TH MEETI NGS AND CONFERENCES RELATI NG TO SEAFOOD POLI CY.

4.  THE DEPARTMENT AND THE AGENCI ES REPRESENTED BY EX OFFI Cl O MEMBERS
OF THE COUNCI L SHALL PROVI DE TO THE COUNCI L ANY AND ALL NECESSARY FACI L-
| TIES, RESOURCES, AND STAFF TO CARRY OUT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

5.  THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOOD POLICY SHALL:

(A) | DENTIFY AND REVIEW SEAFOOD POLICY |SSUES AND PROGRAMS WHI CH
AFFECT SEAFOOD AND THE GROWH, WELL- BEI NG, DEVELOPMENT, AND ECONOM C
STABI LI TY OF NEW YORK' S SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY AND, AS APPROPRI ATE, RECOVMEND
THE ADOPTION OF NEW OR THE MODIFI CATION OF EXI STING POLI Cl ES AND
PROGRANE;

(B) ADVI SE AND ASSI ST THE GOVERNOR, THE LEG SLATURE, AND STATE AGEN
CIES IN DEVELOPING AND |MPLEMENTING POLICIES AND PROGRAMS AFFECTI NG
SEAFOOD AND THE SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY: AND

(C) FACI LI TATE COVMUNI CATI ON ON SEAFOCD POLI Cl ES AND PROGRAMS BETWEEN
THE VAR OUS SECTORS OF THE SEAFOOD | NDUSTRY, STATE AND LOCAL AGENC ES,
AND THE PUBLI C.

6. ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND ELEVEN AND ANNUALLY THER-
EAFTER, THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON SEAFOOD POLI CY SHALL REPORT | TS FI NDI NGS
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AND RECOMMENDATI ONS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION TO THE COWM SSI ONER, THE
GOVERNOR, AND THE LEG SLATURE.

7. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI QN, "SEAFOOD' SHALL MEAN FI NFI SH,
SHELLFI SH, AND OTHER NATURAL, LI VI NG RESOURCES, FROM A MARI NE OR FRESH
WATER ENVI RONMVENT, THAT ARE COMVERCI ALLY AVAI LABLE AS FOOD.

S 2. This act shall take effect i|rmmediatel y.



