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STATE OF NEW YORK

5026
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of A BRODSKY -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to canpaign finance reform
in Westchester county and increasing penalties for certain violations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Wstches-
ter county finance reformact of 2009".

S 2. The legislature hereby finds and declares that canpaign finance
reform is necessary to reduce the influence of special interests and
weal thy contributors in politics, to open up the political process to
those who may be well qualified but |lack the financial resources, and to
restore public confidence in the political system It is the intent of
this legislation to bring about canpaign finance reform by enacting
strict contribution limts, enlarging the influence of small donors, and
banni ng contri butions by corporations.

S 3. The article heading of article 14 of the election | aw is anmended
to read as foll ows:

CAMPAI GN RECEI PTS AND EXPENDI TURES; WESTCHESTER COUNTY CAMPAI GN
FI NANCE REFORM

S 4. Sections 14-100 through 14-130 of the election | aw are desi gnhat ed

title |l and a newtitle heading is added to read as foll ows:
CAMPAI GN RECEI PTS AND EXPENDI TURES
S 5. Article 14 of the election law is anended by adding a new title
Il to read as foll ows:
TITLE 11
VWESTCHESTER COUNTY CAMPAI GN FI NANCE REFORM
SECTI ON 14-200. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
14-202. CONTRI BUTION LI M TS; CANDI DATES.
14-204. CONTRIBUTION LIMTS; POLI TI CAL PARTI ES.
14-206. DI SCLOSURE OF CERTAI N CONTRI BUTI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD08214-01-9
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14-208. DONATI ON RECEI PT LIMTS.

S 14-200. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S TI TLE:

1. "CAVPAIGN DONOR ORGANI ZATION' MEANS A POLI TI CAL COWM TTEE WH CH
ACCEPTS CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM | NDI VI DUALS ONLY.

2. "POLITI CAL PARTY" HAS THE SAME MEANING AS SUCH TERM IS G VEN BY
SuUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON 1-104 OF TH S CHAPTER

3. "SMALL DONOR CAMPAI GN DONCR CRGANI ZATI ON' (SCDO) MEANS A CAMPAI GN
DONCOR ORGANI ZATI ON VWHI CH RECEI VES CONTRI BUTI ONS OF NO GREATER THAN NI NE-
TY- NI NE DOLLARS PER PERSON.

4. "MEDI UM DONOR CAMPAI GN DONCR ORGANI ZATI ON' (MCDO) MEANS A CAMPAI GN
DONCR  ORGANI ZATI ON VWHI CH RECEI VES CONTRI BUTI ONS OF NO GREATER THAN TWO
HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS PER PERSON.

5. "LARGE DONOR CAMPAI GN DONOR ORGANI ZATI ON' (LCDO) MEANS A CAMPAI GN
DONCR ORGANI ZATI ON TO WHI CH CONTRI BUTI ONS ARE NOT LI M TED.

S 14-202. CONTRIBUTION LIMTS; CANDI DATES. THE FOLLOW NG LI M TATI ONS
APPLY TO POLI TI CAL CONTRI BUTI ONS MADE TO CANDI DATES FOR PUBLI C OFFI CE I N
WESTCHESTER COUNTY. I N ANY ELECTI ON FOR PUBLI C OFFI CE OR FOR NOM NATI ON
TO SUCH OFFI CE:

1. A CORPORATI ON MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN FIFTY DOLLARS TO A
CANDI DATE.

2. AN | ND VIDUAL RESIDING | N WESTCHESTER COUNTY NMAY NOT CONTRI BUTE
MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS TO A CANDI DATE, AND AN | NDI VI DUAL
RESI DI NG OUTSI DE OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS TO A CANDI DATE.

3. A SCDO MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS TO A
CANDI DATE.

4. A MDO MNAY NOT' CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO A
CANDI DATE.

5. A LCDO MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO A
CANDI DATE.

6. A NON-CITIZEN OF THE UNI TED STATES MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE TO A CANDI -
DATE.

S 14-204. CONTRI BUTION LIMTS; POLITI CAL PARTIES. THE FOLLOW NG LI M -
TATI ONS SHALL APPLY TO PCLI TI CAL CONTRI BUTI ONS MADE PER CALENDAR YEAR TO
PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES | N WVESTCHESTER COUNTY:

1. A CORPORATI ON MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN FI FTY DOLLARS TO A PQLI -
TI CAL PARTY.

2. AN | NDI VI DUAL RESI DI NG | N WESTCHESTER COUNTY NMAY NOT CONTRI BUTE
MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE DOLLARS, AND AN | NDI VI DUAL RESI DI NG
QUTSI DE OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY NMAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN  SEVENTY- FI VE
DCOLLARS.

3. A SCDO MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

4. A MCDO MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DCLLARS.

5. A LCDO MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS.

6. A NON-CITIZEN OF THE UNI TED STATES MAY NOT CONTRI BUTE TO A PQOLI -
TI CAL PARTY.

S 14-206. DI SCLOSURE OF CERTAIN CONTRI BUTI ONS. A CANDI DATE MJST
DI SCLOSE CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM | NDI VI DUALS OANI NG OR CONTRCLLI NG MORE THAN
A TVEENTY- FI VE PERCENT SHARE OF A CORPORATION OR OIHER ENTITY WA CH
PERFORMS WORK FOR ANY UNIT OF GOVERNMVENT WHICH | S THE SUBJECT OF THE
ELECTI VE OFFI CE.

S 14-208. DONATI ON RECEI PT LIMTS. 1. CANDI DATES MAY ACCEPT AN UNLI M
| TED AMOUNT OF CONTRI BUTI ONS FROM | NDI VI DUALS, SUBJECT TO THE LIM TA-
TIONS SET FORTH | N SECTION 14-202 OF THIS TI TLE, AND FROM SMALL DONOR
CAMPAI GN DONOR ORGANI ZATI ONS.
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2. THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF CONTRI BUTI ONS RECEI VED FROM MEDI UM AND LARGE
CAMPAI GN DONOR ORGANI ZATI ONS MAY NOT EXCEED FI FTY PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT
CONTRI BUTED BY | NDI VI DUALS AND SMALL DONOR CAMPAI GN DONOR ORGANI ZATI ONS.

S 6. Subdivision 1 of section 14-126 of the election |aw, as anended
by chapter 128 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Any person who KNOANNGY fails to file a statenent required to be
filed by this article shall be subject to a civil penalty, not in excess
of five [hundred] THOUSAND dollars, to be recoverable in a specia
proceeding or civil action to be brought by the state board of el ections
or other board of el ections.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw



