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STATE OF NEW YORK

4938
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2009

Introduced by M of AL G CGIO-- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to offenses against public
or der

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature has determ ned that
certain despicable individuals have been disrupting the funerals of
soldiers who died while serving in the United States Arned Forces and
that these disruptions have taken such fornms as shouting insults at the
parents of the fallen. The |egislature has further determ ned that the
deceased nenbers of the mlitary and their fam|lies deserve respect and
conpassion and that all nourners should be left in peace.

S 2. The penal law is anmended by adding four new sections 240. 22,
240. 23, 240.24 and 240.24-a to read as foll ows:

S 240. 22 DI SORDERLY CONDUCT I N THE FI RST DEGREE

A PERSON | S GUILTY OF DI SORDERLY CONDUCT | N THE FI RST DEGREE WHEN HE
OR SHE:

1. IN A PUBLIC PLACE AND W TH | NTENT TO CAUSE PUBLI C | NCONVENI ENCE
ANNOYANCE, OR ALARM OR WANTONLY CREATI NG A RI SK THERECF:

(A) ENGAGES IN FIGHTING OR IN VIOLENT, TUMIULTUQUS, OR THREATEN NG
BEHAVI OR;

(B) MAKES UNREASONABLE NO SE; OR

(C©) CREATES A HAZARDOUS OR PHYSI CALLY OFFENSI VE CONDI TI ON BY ANY ACT
THAT SERVES NO LEQ TI MATE PURPOSE; AND

2. ACTS IN A WAY DESCRIBED IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF THIS SECTION W THI N
THREE HUNDRED FEET OF A:

(A) CEMETERY DURI NG A FUNERAL OR BURI AL;

(B) FUNERAL HOVE DURI NG THE VI EW NG OF A DECEASED PERSON

(©) FUNERAL PROCESSI ON; OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) BULDING IN WHCH A FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE |S BEING
CONDUCTED; AND

3. KNOMB THAT HE OR SHE IS WTH N THREE HUNDRED FEET OF ANY AREA
DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SION TWO OF TH S SECTI ON.

DI SORDERLY CONDUCT IN THE FI RST DEGREE |'S A CLASS A M SDEMEANCR.

S 240.23 DI SORDERLY CONDUCT | N THE SECOND DEGREE.

A PERSON IS GUILTY OF DI SORDERLY CONDUCT I N THE SECOND DEGREE WHEN | N
A PUBLI C PLACE AND W TH | NTENT TO CAUSE PUBLI C | NCONVENI ENCE, ANNOYANCE,
OR ALARM OR WANTONLY CREATI NG A RI SK THERECF, HE OR SHE:

1. ENGAGES IN FIGHTING OR IN VIOLENT, TUMULTUOUS, OR THREATENH NG
BEHAVI OR;

2. MAKES UNREASONABLE NO SE;

3. REFUSES TO OBEY AN OFFI Cl AL ORDER TO DI SPERSE | SSUED TO MAI NTAIN
PUBLI C SAFETY | N DANGEROUS PROXIM TY TO A FI RE, HAZARD, OR OTHER EMER-
GENCY; OR

4. CREATES A HAZARDOUS OR PHYSI CALLY OFFENSI VE CONDI TION BY ANY ACT
THAT SERVES NO LEG TI MATE PURPCSE.

DI SORDERLY CONDUCT I N THE SECOND DEGREE | S A CLASS B M SDEMEANOR.

S 240.24 DI SRUPTI ON OF MEETI NGS AND PROCESSI ONS | N THE FI RST DEGREE.

A PERSON |S GQULTY OF D SRUPTI ON OF MEETI NGS AND PROCESSI ONS | N THE
FI RST DEGREE WHEN, W TH | NTENT TO PREVENT OR DI SRUPT A FUNERAL OR BURI -
AL, FUNERAL HOVE VIEW NG OF A DECEASED PERSON, FUNERAL PROCESSI ON, OR
FUNERAL OR MEMORI AL SERVI CE FOR A DECEASED PERSON, HE OR SHE DOES ANY
ACT TENDING TO OBSTRUCT OR |INTERFERE W TH I T PHYSI CALLY OR MAKES ANY
UTTERANCE, GESTURE, OR DI SPLAY DESI GNED TO OUTRAGE THE SENSI BI LI TIES OF
THE GROUP ATTENDI NG THE OCCASI ON.

DI SRUPTI ON OF NMEETI NGS AND PROCESSI ONS | N THE FI RST DEGREE | S A CLASS
A M SDEMEANOR.

S 240. 24- A DI SRUPTI ON OF MEETI NGS AND PROCESSI ONS | N THE SECOND DEGREE.

A PERSON IS GUILTY OF DI SRUPTI ON OF MEETI NGS AND PROCESSIONS |IN THE
SECOND DEGREE WHEN, W TH | NTENT TO PREVENT OR DI SRUPT A LAWFUL MEETI NG
PROCESSI ON, OR GATHERI NG HE OR SHE DCES ANY ACT TENDI NG TO OBSTRUCT OR
| NTERFERE W TH | T PHYSI CALLY OR MAKES ANY UTTERANCE, GESTURE, OR DI SPLAY
DESI GNED TO OUTRAGE THE SENSI BI LI TI ES OF THE GROUP.

DI SRUPTI ON OF MEETI NGS AND PROCESSI ONS | N THE SECOND DEGREE | S A CLASS
B M SDEMEANOR.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



