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STATE OF NEW YORK

4655
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 5, 2009

Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to tow truck
operator safety

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 1212-a to read as foll ows:

S 1212-A. TOW TRUCK OPERATOR SAFETY. EVERY OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHI -
CLE SHALL EXERCI SE DUE CARE TO AVO D COLLIDING WTH A TOW TRUCK OR OPER-
ATOR THEREOF WHI CH: (A) | S PARKED, STOPPED OR STANDI NG ON THE SHOULDER
OR ANY PORTION OF A PUBLIC H GHWAY, (B) IS DI SPLAYI NG AN AMBER LI GHT
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH THREE OF SUBDI VI SI ON FORTY-ONE OF SECTION THREE
HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE OF THI S CHAPTER, AND (C) | S ASSI STING SERVICI NG OR
LOADING A DI SABLED, |LLEGALLY PARKED OR ABANDONED MOTOR VEHI CLE, OR A
MOTOR VEHI CLE | NVOLVED I N AN ACCI DENT. FOR OPERATORS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES
ON  PARKWAYS OR CONTROLLED ACCESS HI GHWAYS, SUCH DUE CARE SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, SLOWN NG THE SPEED OF SUCH VEHI CLE OR MOVI NG FROM
A LANE WH CH CONTAINS OR IS | MVEDI ATELY ADJACENT TO THE SHOULDER WHERE
SUCH TOW TRUCK | S PARKED, STOPPED OR STANDI NG TO ANOTHER LANE; PROVI DED
THAT SUCH MOVEMENT OTHERW SE COWPLIES W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S
CHAPTER | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO, THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS ELEVEN
HUNDRED TEN AND ELEVEN HUNDRED TWENTY-ElI GHT OF THI S TI TLE. EVERY PERSON
CONVI CTED OF A VI OLATION OF THI'S SECTION SHALL: FOR A FIRST CONVICTI ON
THEREOF, BE PUNISHED BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN TWO HUNDRED FI FTY
DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS, OR BY | MPRI SONVENT FOR NOT
MORE THAN THI RTY DAYS, OR BY BOTH SUCH FI NE AND | MPRI SONVENT; FOR A
CONVI CTI ON OF A SECOND VI OLATI ON, BOTH OF WHICH WVERE COVMW TTED WTHIN A
PERIOD OF THREE YEARS, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE PUNI SHED BY A FINE OF NOT
LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN NI NE HUNDRED DOLLARS, OR
BY | MPRISONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS, OR BY BOTH
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SUCH FI NE AND | MPRI SONVENT; UPON A CONVICTION OF A THHRD OR SUBSEQUENT
VI OLATION, ALL OF WH CH WERE COW TTED WTHI N A PERI OD OF THREE YEARS,
SUCH PERSON SHALL BE PUNI SHED BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND
DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS, OR BY | MPRI SO\
MENT FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED El GHTY DAYS, OR BY BOTH SUCH FI NE AND
| MPRI SONMENT. UPON A CONVICTION OF A TH RD VI OLATION, ALL OF WHI CH
VI OLATI ONS WERE COMM TTED WTHIN A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS, THE COURT
SHALL SUSPEND SUCH PERSON S OPERATOR S LI CENSE OR PRI VI LEGE OF OBTAI NI NG
A LI CENSE FOR A PERI OD OF SI X MONTHS.

S 2. The comm ssioner of notor vehicles shall nake operators of notor
vehicles in this state aware of the requirenents of section 1212-a of
the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by section one of this act.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that section one
of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after it
shal | have becone a | aw



