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STATE OF NEW YORK

4612
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 5, 2009

Introduced by M of A MORELLE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit Iaw and the vol un-
teer anbul ance workers' benefit law, in relation to increasing perna-
nent total disability benefits

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 8 of the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw, as
anended by chapter 574 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

S 8. Permanent total disability benefits. In the case of total disa-
bility adjudged to be permanent the volunteer firefighter shall be paid
four hundred FIFTY dollars for each week during the continuance thereof.
Permanent total disability, wthin the neaning of this section, shal
exist only if the earning capacity of the volunteer firefighter has been
| ost permanently and totally as the result of the injury. The [|oss of
both hands, or both arns, or both feet, or both |legs, or both eyes, or
any two thereof, shall, in the absence of conclusive proof to the
contrary, constitute pernmanent total disability, but in all other cases
permanent total disability shall be determned in accordance wth the
facts. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this chapter, an injured
vol unteer firefighter disabled due to the loss or total |oss of wuse of
both eyes, or both hands, or both arns, or both feet, or both |egs, or
any two thereof shall not suffer any dimnution of such weekly benefit
by engaging in business or enploynent provided his or her weekly earn-
i ngs or wages, when conbined with his or her weekly benefit shall not be
in excess of six hundred dollars; and further provided that the applica-
tion of this section shall not result in reduction of benefits which an
injured volunteer firefighter who is disabled due to the | oss or total
| oss of use of both eyes, or both hands, or both arns, or both feet, or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD03460- 01-9



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 4612 2

both legs, or any two thereof would otherw se be entitled to under any
ot her provisions of this article.
S 2. Section 8 of the volunteer anbul ance workers' benefit [aw, as

anended by chapter 574 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

S 8. Permanent total disability benefits. In the case of total disa-
bility adjudged to be permanent the vol unteer anbul ance worker shall be

paid four hundred FIFTY dollars for each week during the continuance
thereof. Permanent total disability, within the neaning of this section,
shall exist only if the earning capacity of the volunteer anbul ance
wor ker has been | ost permanently and totally as the result of the inju-
ry. The | oss of both hands, or both arns, or both feet, or both |egs, or
both eyes, or any two thereof, shall, in the absence of concl usive proof
to the contrary, constitute permanent total disability, but in all other
cases permanent total disability shall be deternmined in accordance wth
the facts. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, an
i njured vol unt eer ambul ance worker disabled due to the loss or total
| oss of use of both eyes, or both hands, or both arms, or both feet, or
both I egs, or any two thereof shall not suffer any dimnution of such
weekly benefit by engagi ng i n business or enpl oynent provided his or her
weekly earnings or wages, when conbined with his weekly benefit shal
not be in excess of six hundred dollars; and further provided that the
application of this section shall not result in reduction of benefits
whi ch an injured vol unteer anbul ance worker who is disabled due to the
loss or total |oss of use of both eyes, or both hands, or both arns, or
both feet, or both legs, or any two thereof would otherwise be entitled
to under any other provisions of this article.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



