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I ntroduced by M of A. ESPAILLAT, PERALTA -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of
A. BOYLAND, DIAZ, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to
adding affordable housing to the definition of "environment" for
pur poses of environmental quality reviews

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The || egislature hereby finds and
decl ares that a significant nunber of residents of the state are |iving
in substandard housing and that there exists a shortage of housing at
reasonabl e costs for various incone |levels. A recent housing needs
survey undertaken at the request of the division of housing and comuni -
ty renewal indicated that the nunber of new construction or substantia
rehabilitation units needed statew de approaches four hundred forty
thousand. It is further found that existing federal, state and | oca
housi ng prograns are not neeting the housing needs of the residents of
the state of New York. It is further found that the critical shortage of
housi ng demands that the state and | ocal governnents becone sensitive to
the inpacts which rezonings and ot her governnental actions have on the
avai lability of affordable housing. To assure that an adequate supply of
safe and af fordabl e housing exists for all citizens of the state of New
York, it is a necessary part of the state environnmental quality review
(SEQR) process to exam ne the inpact of a governnental action on the
avai l ability of affordabl e housing.

S 2. Subdivision 6 of section 8-0105 of the environnental conservation
law, as anended by chapter 228 of the |aws of 1976, is anended to read
as foll ows:

6. "Environnment"” means the physical conditions which will be affected
by a proposed action, including land, air, water, mnmnerals, flora,
fauna, noise, objects of historic or aesthetic significance, existing

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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patterns of popul ati on concentration, distribution, or growh, [and]

exi sting community or nei ghborhood character,
NI TI ES AND AFFORDABI LI TY.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.

AND NEW HOUSI NG OPPORTU-



