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STATE OF NEW YORK

4458
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 4, 2009

Introduced by M of A TOMS, ALFANO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Housi ng

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to enacting the
“public housing safety and security act of 2009"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public housing law is anended by adding a new article

12-A to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 12-A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG SAFETY AND SECURI TY

SECTI ON 310. SHORT TI TLE.

311. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.

312. AUTHORI TY TO | SSUE GRANTS.

313. ELI d BLE ACTI VI TI ES.

314. APPLI CATI ONS.

315. PERI ODI C SAFETY | NSPECTI ONS.

316. ANNUAL REPORT.

S 310. SHORT TITLE. TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOMWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS
THE " PUBLI C HOUSI NG SAFETY AND SECURI TY ACT OF 2009".

S 311. LEGQ SLATIVE FINDINGS. 1. (A) THE STATE HAS A DUTY TO PROVI DE
PUBLI C HOUSI NG THAT | S DECENT, SAFE, SECURE AND FREE FROM CRI MVE;

(B) THOSE WHO LIVE IN PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECTS | N MANY AREAS OF THI' S
STATE SUFFER FROM RAMPANT CRI ME, | NCLUDI NG BREAK- I NS, LARCENY, ROBBERY,
BURGLARY AND RAPE;

(C) DRUG DEALERS ARE | NCREASI NGLY | MPOSI NG A REI GN OF TERROR ON PUBLI C
HOUSI NG TENANTS; THE | NCREASE | N DRUG RELATED CRI ME NOT ONLY LEADS TO
MURDERS, MJGGE NGS, AND OTHER FORMS OF VI OLENCE AGAI NST TENANTS, BUT ALSO
TO A DETERI ORATI ON OF THE PHYSI CAL ENVI RONVENT THAT REQUI RES SUBSTANTI AL
GOVERNMVENT EXPENDI TURES; AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORI TI ES OFTEN LACK THE RESOURCES TO DEAL
W TH THE CONSTANT SURVEI LLANCE AND PATROLLI NG I'N PUBLI C HOUSI NG PARTI C-
ULARLY I'N LI GHT OF THE RECENT REDUCTI ONS | N FEDERAL Al D TO CI Tl ES.

2. RECENT EVENTS AT CERTAI N HOUSI NG PRQJIECTS, PARTI CULARLY THE TI LDEN
HOUSI NG PROIECTS | N BROOKLYN DEMONSTRATE THAT THESE | SSUES ARE SERI QUS,
PRESSI NG AND I N NEED OF | MVEDI ATE ATTENTI ON.

S 312. AUTHORITY TO | SSUE GRANTS. THE DI VI SI ON, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE, MAY | SSUE GRANTS TO PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI -
TIES OR ACGCENCIES FOR USE IN IMPROVING SECURITY | N PUBLIC HOUSI NG
PRQIECTS.

S 313. ELIABLE ACTIVITIES. A PUBLIC HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY OR AGENCY NAY
USE A GRANT UNDER THI S ARTI CLE FOR:

1. THE EMPLOYMENT OF SECURI TY PERSONNEL | N PUBLI C HOUSI NG PROJECTS;

2. REI MBURSEMENT OF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACGENCI ES FOR ADDI TI ONAL
SECURI TY AND PROTECTI VE SERVI CES FOR PUBLI C HOUSI NG PROJECTS;

3. PHYSI CAL | MPROVEMENTS | N PUBLI C HOUSI NG PROJECTS WH CH ARE SPECI F-
| CALLY DESI GNED TO ENHANCE SECURI TY;

4. TRAI' NI NG COVMUNI CATI ONS EQUI PMENT, AND OTHER RELATED EQUI PMENT FOR
USE BY VOLUNTARY PUBLIC HOUSI NG TENANT PATROLS ACTI NG | N COOPERATI ON
W TH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI ClI ALS;

5. PROVI DI NG FUNDI NG TO NONPROFI T PUBLI C HOUSI NG RESI DENT  MANAGEMENT
CORPCORATI ONS  AND TENANT COUNCI LS TO DEVELOP SECURI TY PROGRAMS | NVOLVI NG
SI TE RESI DENTS; AND

6. PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON OF CAMERAS THROUGHOUT PUBLIC AREAS OF
PUBLI C HOUSI NG BUI LDI NGS.

S 314. APPLICATIONS. 1. TO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER THI S ARTI CLE, A
PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY OR AGENCY SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI CATION TO THE
COW SSI ONER AT SUCH TI ME, I N SUCH MANNER, AND ACCOVPANI ED BY SUCH ADDI -
TIONAL | NFORVATION AS THE COW SSI ONER  NMAY REASONABLY REQUI RE.  SUCH
APPLI CATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO A PLAN FOR ADDRESSI NG
SECURI TY CONCERNS/ | SSUES AT THE REQUESTI NG PUBLI C AUTHORI TY OR AGENCY.

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL APPROVE APPLI CATI ONS UNDER THI S ARTI CLE
BASED UPON:

(A) THE EXTENT OF THE CRI ME PROBLEM IN THE FACILITIES OF THE PUBLIC
HOUSI NG PRQJECT;

(B) THE QUALITY OF THE PLAN OF THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY OR ACGENCY
TO ADDRESS SECURI TY CONCERNS | N THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG PRQJECT OR PRQIECTS;

(© THE CAPABI LITY OF THE PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TY OR AGENCY TO CARRY
OQUT THE PLAN; AND

(D) THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL COVMUNI TY
SUPPCORT THE ANTI - CRI ME ACTIVITIES OF THE PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY OR
AGENCY.

S 315. PERICDI C SAFETY | NSPECTIONS. PERI CDI C SAFETY | NSPECTI ONS BY
DI VI SI ON AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES OF PUBLI C HOUSI NG UNI TS ARE REQUI RED.  SUCH
I NSPECTI ONS SHALL OCCUR TW CE PER YEAR AND ENSURE THAT PUBLI C HOUSI NG
UNI TS COWORT WTH (1) LEAD PAI NT REGULATIONS; (2) HAVE SUFFICI ENT AND
OPERATI ONAL LOCKI NG DOCORS; (3) ENTRANCES AND DOORWAYS | NTO AND QUT OF
BU LDl NGS ARE SECURE AND STRUCTURALLY SOUND; (4) W NDOAS | N PUBLI C AREAS
HAVE ADEQUATE LOCKI NG DEVI CES THAT WORK; AND (5) SUCH OTHER AND FURTHER
I NSPECTION AS |S DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE DI VI SI ON. THE AGENCY SHALL
DEVELOP REGULATI ONS SUFFI CI ENT TO EFFECT | NSPECTI ONS PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON.

S 316. ANNUAL REPORT. THE DI VI SION SHALL SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT TO
THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY, M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEM
BLY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, QOUTLI NI NG THE STATE OF SAFETY AND
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SECURI TY AT PUBLI C HOUSI NG UNI TS THROUGHOUT THE STATE; SPECIFIC BU LD
INGS THAT HAVE FAILED DI VISION I NSPECTI ON; VI OLATI ONS; AND NUMBER OF
CRI MES THAT HAVE OCCURRED AT EACH PRQJECT.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



