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AN ACT to pronote interscholastic athletic prograns and conpetition that
provi des equal opportunities to all students on basis of athleticism
sport smanshi p and performnce

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "fairness
in high school athletic conpetition act".

S 2. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that interscho-
| astic athletic prograns pronote positive social, physical and academ c
devel opnent in students. Furthernore, students who excel at interscho-
| astic sports may be afforded athletic scholarships and/or weighted
consi deration when applying to colleges. Since this systemallows such
benefits for athletic excellence, the nethods by which interscholastic
athletic conpetitions are conducted nust provide equal opportunities for
all students to conpete. No priority should be given to students or
school programs, with regard to representation at interscholastic cham
pi onship events, based on geography or any other factors unrelated to
the standards of athletic conpetition and sportsnmanship. Any system for
determining participation in chanpionship events, which is utilized by
the public schools of the state of New York, must be accountable to the
student athletes, and provide a fair opportunity to conpete based on
athleticism sportsmanship and performance in qualifying events.

The legislature finds that the current systemutilized by the public
schools of the state of New York does not neet this standard. For the
pur poses of high school sports, the state is divided into eleven
sections. These regions consist of a nunmber of schools, which conpete
within a single section, for rights to represent that section in higher
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| evel chanpi onshi p events. The sections, however, are severely
di sproportionate, and for certain sports representation at chanpionship
events favors athletes who conpete in sections with fewer schools. The
| egislature further finds that talented athletes, who may rank at the
top of statewide standings, are unable to conpete in chanpionship
events, while |esser athletes fromsnaller sections have qualified. In
some sports, these students are disenfranchi sed by their geography, and
an i nadequate systemused to determ ne qualifying athletes.

Additionally, the legislature finds that, outside of New York city,
the public schools of New York state participate as nenbers of the New
York state public high schools athletic association. The organi zati ona
structure of the New York state public high schools athletic association
does not allow for equitable representation of its voting nenbers based
on the nunber of schools each voting nenber represents. Each section,
regardl ess of the nunber of participating schools per sport, shares an
equal voice in deciding chanpionship standards. The | egislature finds
that this disproportionate representation unfairly discrim nates agai nst
student athletes fromlarger sections.

The legislature intends, by enactnment of this act, to require equa
opportunity for high school athletes to participate in chanpionship
events, that is based solely on athleticism sportsnmanship and perform
ance in qualifying events. It is the intent of the |egislature to have
this act only apply to individual state or intersectional chanpionship
athletic events not included in the New York state public high schools
athletic association five class system It is also the intent that this
act shall not apply to those interscholastic athletic qualifying events
for state or intersectional conpetition where a statewide qualifying
time or distance is used.

S 3. No systemfor deternmining participation in chanpionship inter-
schol astic athletic events shall be used by the public schools of New
York state, unless such systemprovides a fair and equitable opportunity
for students to participate in chanpionship events based on athleticism
sportsmanship and performance in qualifying events. Furthernore, any
system i npl enented nust defer fromusing a geographically based entry
format, unless such systemapplies a nultiple-entry format that provides
proportional representation of the geographic regions or sections. This
section shall only apply to interscholastic qualifying events for indi-
vidual state or intersectional chanpionships not included in the New
York state public high schools athletic association five class system
and shall not apply to those interscholastic athletic state qualifying
events where a statewide qualifying tine or distance is used.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



