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STATE OF NEW YORK

4303
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 3, 2009

Introduced by M of A CANESTRARI, GOTTFRI ED, GREENE, REILLY, CUSI CK,
HI KIND -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A BENEDETTO, COLTON, Del MONTE,
FARRELL, JAFFEE, JOHN, KOON, LANCMVAN, MAI SEL, MARKEY, MENENY, M LL-
MAN, SWEENEY, WEI NSTEIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the insurance law, in relation to
requiring that full-tinme students enrolled in institutions of higher
education maintain health insurance coverage

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 239-a
to read as foll ows:

S 239-A  MAINTENANCE OF HEALTH | NSURANCE. 1. EVERY FULL-TI ME STUDENT
AT A PUBLI C OR PRI VATE I NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATION IN TH S STATE
MUST PROVI DE EVI DENCE OF HEALTH | NSURANCE | N ORDER TO ENROLL AND BEG N
CLASSES. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTION, "FULL-TIME" SHALL MEAN
STUDENTS ENROLLED FOR TWELVE OR MORE CREDI T HOURS PER SEMESTER, OR THE
PROPORTI ONAL EQUI VALENT FOR TRI MESTERS, SUMVER SESSIONS OR  OTHER
NON- SEMESTER SCHEDULES.

2. EACH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE |INSTITUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATION IN THI S
STATE SHALL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS W TH ONE OR MORE | NSURERS OR HEALTH MAI N-
TENANCE ORGANI ZATIONS TO MAKE AVAI LABLE HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE TO
THEI R FULL- TI ME STUDENTS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO GROUP POLICIES, A
STUDENT POLI CY | SSUED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE FORTY-THREE OF THE | NSURANCE
LAW OR A BLANKET STUDENT ACCI DENT, BLANKET STUDENT HEALTH, OR BLANKET
STUDENT ACCI DENT AND HEALTH I NSURANCE POLICY. THE | NSURANCE COVERAGE
SHALL BEG N ON A DATE I N AUGUST OF EACH YEAR AS SELECTED BY THE | NSTI TU-
TI ON AND SHALL BE EFFECTI VE FOR A CONTI NUOUS TWELVE MONTH PERI OD | NCLUD-
I NG WHEN CLASSES ARE NOT | N SESSI ON, EXCEPT THAT STUDENTS ENROLLI NG FOR
A SEMESTER WHI CH BEG NS | N JANUARY OR ANOTHER M D YEAR DATE MAY HAVE
COVERAGE BEGQ N WHEN THAT SEMESTER BEA NS AND SUCH COVERAGE SHALL BE FOR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE PERI OD REMAI NI NG BEFORE THE AUGUST POLI CY RENEWAL DATE. NO | NSTI TU-
TI ON OF Hl GHER EDUCATI ON SHALL BE LI ABLE OR OTHERW SE RESPONSI BLE I N THE
EVENT THE COVERAGE |'S NOT I N EFFECT, AND THE | NSTI TUTI ON SHALL HAVE NO
RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR ASSURI NG COVPLI ANCE, COVERAGE OR PAYMENTS FOR MEDI CAL
CARE, OTHER THAN TO COLLECT AND MAI NTAI N THE DOCUMENTATI ON OF COVERAGE
REQUI RED BY THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON | N ORDER TO ENROLL AND BEA N CLASSES.

3. THE COVERED BENEFI TS NECESSARY TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S
SECTI ON SHALL BE ANY POLI CY | SSUED BY A HEALTH MAI NTENANCE ORGANI ZATI ON
CERTI FI ED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE FORTY- FOUR OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW OR ANY
POLI CY PROVI DI NG AT LEAST BASIC HOSPI TAL, BASIC MeDI CAL, AND MAJOR
MEDI CAL | NSURANCE AS | SSUED BY AN | NSURER PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE FORTY- TWD
OR FORTY- THREE OF THE | NSURANCE LAW WHI CH SHALL | NCLUDE THE MENTAL
HEALTH BENEFITS REQUI RED BY CHAPTER SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY- El GHT OF THE
LAWS OF TWO THOUSAND SI X. THE COVERED BENEFI TS MUST | NCLUDE PRESCRI PTI ON
DRUGS.

4. ANY PUBLI C OR PRI VATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON I N THE STATE
SHALL ALLOW STUDENTS TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF
THI' S SECTI ON BY DOCUMENTI NG THAT THEY ARE COVERED UNDER ANOTHER COMPARA-
BLE HEALTH | NSURANCE PCLI CY, SUCH AS WHEN THEY ARE A COVERED DEPENDENT
ON A PARENT' S OR SPOUSE' S COVERAGE. DOCUMENTATI ON SHALL BE SUFFI CI ENT | F
THE SUBSCRI BER OR PERSON TO WHOM THE CONTRACT OR CERTI FI CATE OF COVERAGE
IS |ISSUED SIGNS A CERTIFI CATI ON FORM PROVI DED BY THE PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
| NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON WHI CH STATES THAT THE ALTERNATI VE COVER-
AGE IS IN EFFECT, |S COVPARABLE, AND PROVI DES THE | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER
EDUCATION W TH A COPY OF THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD OR SI M LAR DOCUMENTA-
TION THAT THE STUDENT | S COVERED UNDER THAT POLICY OR BENEFIT PLAN.
NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SION I N SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON, COVER-
AGE AS A DEPENDENT MAY TERM NATE FOLLOW NG GRADUATI ON, PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS OF THE POLI CY FORM OR CERTI FI CATE | SSUED TO THE PARENT OR SPOUSE.
A HEALTH SAVI NGS ACCOUNT, A SELF-1 NSURED ARRANGEMENT PROVI DI NG BENEFI TS
SIM LAR TO THE | NSURANCE BENEFI TS DESCRIBED IN THI'S SUBDI VISION, OR
COVERAGE PURSUANT TO MEDI CARE, MEDI CAID, FAM LY HEALTH PLUS OR ANY OTHER
SI M LAR GOVERNMVENT PROGRAM SHALL BE DEEMED SATI SFACTORY.

5. THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF | NSURANCE SHALL PROVI DE THE COVM SSI ONER W TH
| NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE NAMES AND CONTACT | NFORVATI ON OF | NSURERS AND
HEALTH MAI NTENANCE ORGANI ZATI ONS KNOWN TO BE OFFERI NG SUCH COVERAGE I N
THIS STATE, AND WTH | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG TYPES OF COVERAGE WHI CH
SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL ALSO
PROVIDE A MODEL SIMPLE WAIVER FORM FOR USE | N DOCUMENTI NG COVPARABLE
COVERAGE FROM ANOTHER SOURCE. THE COWM SSI ONER, AFTER CONSULTATION W TH
THE SUPERI NTENDENT, |S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO | MPLEMENT
THIS SECTION | F THE COW SSI ONER DETERM NES THAT REGULATI ONS ARE NECES-
SARY OR W LL CONVEN ENTLY FACI LI TATE THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. Paragraph 1 of subsection (c) of section 4235 of the insurance
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph (O to read as foll ows:

(O A POLICY |SSUED TO ONE OR MORE COLLEGES OR UNI VERSI TI ES FOR THE
PURPCSE OF PROVI DI NG THE COVERAGE REQUI RED BY SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED THI R-
TY-NI NE- A OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW PREM UMS FOR SUCH COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI -
TI ES PURSUANT TO THAT PCLI CY MAY BE DETERM NED COLLECTI VELY BASED ON THE
CLAI M5 EXPERI ENCE OF ALL SUCH COLLEGES OR UNI VERSI Tl ES.

S 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw and shall apply to senesters, trinmesters, summer sessions or other
acadenic units which begin after such date.



