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STATE OF NEW YORK

4259
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 2, 2009

I ntroduced by M of A CROUCH, KOLB, RAIA -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of
A.  BACALLES, BURLING QAKS -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Econom c Devel opnent, Job Creation, Comrerce and | ndustry

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the establish-
ment of agricultural enpire zones

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general municipal |law is anmended by adding a new arti -
cle 18-D to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 18-D
AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONES
SECTI ON 971. SHORT TI TLE.
972. STATEMENT OF LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.
973. ESTABLI SHVENT OF AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONES.

S 971. SHORT TITLE. THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS
THE "NEW YORK STATE AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONES ACT".

S 972. STATEMENT OF LEG SLATIVE FINDI NGS AND I NTENT. I T IS HEREBY
FOUND AND DECLARED THAT THERE EXI ST WTHI N THE STATE CERTAIN AGRI CUL-
TURAL AREAS CHARACTERI ZED BY PERSI STENT AND PERVASI VE POVERTY, LI M TED
NEW AGRI CULTURE | NDUSTRY OPPORTUNI TI ES, A DEPENDENCE ON PUBLIC ASSI ST-
ANCE | NCOVE, DI LAPIDATED AND ABANDONED FARVS AND AGRI CULTURE RELATED
| NDUSTRI AL FACI LI TIES, AND SHRI NKI NG TAX BASES. THESE SEVERE CONDI TI ONS
REQUI RE STATE GOVERNVENT TO TARGET FOR THESE AREAS EXTRACRDI NARY ECONOW
IC AND AGRICULTURE RELATED DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS | N ORDER TO STI MULATE
PRI VATE | NVESTMENT, AND PRI VATE AGRI CULTURAL BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT. I T
IS THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THE STATE TO OFFER SPECI AL | NCENTI VES AND
ASS| STANCE THAT W LL PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW AGRI CULTURAL | NDUS-
TRIES AND BUSINESSES AND THE EXPANSI ON OF EXI STI NG AGRI CULTURAL BUSI -
NESSES W THI N THESE ECONOM CALLY | MPOVERI SHED AREAS AND TO DO SO W THOUT
ENCOURAG NG THE RELOCATI ON OF AGRI CULTURAL BUSINESS | NVESTMENT FROM
OTHER AREAS OF THE STATE. I T IS FURTHER FOUND AND DECLARED THAT IT IS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE PUBLI C POLI CY OF THE STATE TO ACH EVE THESE GOALS THROUGH THE MUTUAL
COOPERATI ON OF ALL LEVELS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE BUSI NESS
COVMUNI TY.

S 973. ESTABLI SHVENT OF AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONES. AFTER CONSULTATI ON
W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS, THE DI RECTOR OF THE
BUDGET, AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE, THE COWM SSI ONER
OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG
THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONES BASED ON RULES AND REGU-
LATIONS THAT GOVERN THE STATES EMPI RE ZONES PROGRAM RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COW SSIONER OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT I N
CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSIONER OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, THE
DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET, AND THE COVM SSI ONER OF TAXATION AND FI NANCE
SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO CRI TERI A FOR AGRI CULTURAL EMPI RE
ZONE ELI A BILITY, AND THE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS. CRI TERI A FOR AGRI CULTURAL
EMPI RE ZONE ELI G BI LI TY SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO AREAS THAT
HAVE SUFFERED AN ERCSI ON I N THEI R AGRI CULTURAL BASE ElI THER THROUGH LGSS
OF FARM LAND OR LOSS OF AGRI CULTURE RELATED REVENUE. CRI TERIA FOR AGRI -
CULTURAL EMPI RE ZONE ELI G BILITY SHALL NOT | NCLUDE JOB CREATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be nade on or
bef ore such effective date.



